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The Adelaide Fish Market 1870-1930

O n e   o f   t h e m   i s   a   p l a i n   f i s h ,   a n d   n o   d o u b t ,   m a r k e t a b l e 

T h e   T e m p e s t   V . i . 2 6 6 

Evelyn Wallace-Carter

An important supply of much needed food for the infant colony of South A u s t r a l i a  w a s 
p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  f i s h e r s ,  w h o s e  e x p l o i t s  a n d  t h o s e  o f  t h e  o y s t e r  c a t c h e r s  w e r e 
f r e q u e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  A d e l a i d e  n e w s p a p e r s :  t h e  R e g i s t e r  a n d  t h e  A d e l a i d e 
O b s e r v e r .  A t  first whaling and to a lesser extent fishing were dominated by the South
A u s t r a l i a n  C o m p a n y ,  b u t  w i t h i n  a  f e w  y e a r s  t h a t  c o m p a n y  h a d  m o v e d  o f f  t h e  w a t e r 
t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  l a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h i s  l e f t  t h e  i n f a n t  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  f r a g m e n t e d 
a n d   i t   r e m a i n e d   t h a t   w a y   f o r   s o m e   f o r t y   y e a r s   w i t h   no organised central market.1

T w o  s e p a r a t e  g r o u p s  o p e r a t e d  f r o m  e a r l i e s t  d a y s :  l o c a l  p e o p l e  w h o  n e t t e d  f r o m 
t h e  s h o r e ,  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  a  c o u p l e  o f  m a t e s  o r  b r o t h e r s  w h o  f i s h e d  f r o m  s m a l l 
s a i l i n g  b o a t s .  S o o n  t h e y  w e r e  j o i n e d  b y  a  t h i r d  g r o u p ,  w h o  s a i l e d  t h e  c u t t e r s 
a r o u n d  t h e  G u l f  o f  S t  V i n c e n t ,  I n v e s t i g a t o r  S t r a i t  a n d  B a c k s t a i r s  P a s s a g e  f o r  a  w e e k 
o r  s o  a t  a  t i m e ,  u n t i l  t h e  w e l l  i n  t h e  b o a t  w a s  f u l l  o r  a l l  t h e i r  f o o d  h a d  r u n  o u t .  A l l 
w e r e   a t   t h e   m e r c y   o f   the sea and the wind.2

O n c e  t h e  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  a n d  d a n g e r s  o f  c a t c h i n g  t h e  f i s h  w e r e  o v e r  t h e 
p r o b l e m s  d i d  n o t  e n d .  W h e t h e r  t h e y  h a d  m a d e  a  g o o d  o r  p o o r  h a u l  o r  h o o k e d  a 
f e w  o r  m a n y  w h i t i n g  o r  s n a p p e r  t h e y  s t i l l  h a d  t o  s e l l  t h e  c a t c h .  S o m e  l o a d e d  i t 
o n t o  a  h o r s e  a n d  c a r t  a n d  t o o k  i t  t o  A d e l a i d e ;  o t h e r s  h a w k e d  i t  d o o r - t o - d o o r 
a r o u n d  t h e i r  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e  w o m a n  o f  t h e  h o u s e  w o u l d  d o  t h i s , 
s o m e t i m e s  a  c h i l d  o r  s o m e t i m e s  t h e  m a n  w h o  h a d  p r o b a b l y  j u s t  s p e n t  m a n y  h o u r s 
c a t c h i n g  t h e  f i s h .  T h e y  u s e d  a  h a n d  b a r r o w  o r  a  h o r s e  a n d  c a r t  a n d ,  w h e n  m o n e y 
w a s   s c a r c e ,   received very little for their efforts.

W h e n  m o r e  f i s h  w e r e  c a u g h t  t h a n  c o u l d  b e  s o l d  o r  u s e d  i m m e d i a t e l y 
t h e  s u r p l u s  w a s  o f t e n  s m o k e d  f o r  l a t e r  u s e .  T h e  R u m b e l o w  f a m i l y  a t  Y i l k i  s m o k e d 
f i s h  i n  c o m m e r c i a l  q u a n t i t i e s .  T h e y  t o o k  i t  t o  A d e l a i d e  b y  h o r s e  a n d  t r o l l e y , 
c h a n g i n g  h o r s e s  a t  W i l l u n g a . 3  O f t e n  i t  w a s  g l u t  o r  f a m i n e ,  w i t h  e v e r y  b o a t  m a k i n g  a 
g o o d  c a t c h  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  P r i c e s  w o u l d  t h e n  p l u m m e t  a n d  s t i l l  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e 
m o r e  f i s h  t h a n  c o u l d  be sold or smoked and so, with no ice or other means of keeping
the fish f r e s h ,  t h e  s u r p l u s  w o u l d  b e  b u r i e d .  F i s h  w e r e  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  g o o d 
compost for the soil.

As jetties were built at the beach settlements near Adelaide, such as G l e n e l g , 
S e m a p h o r e  a n d  G r a n g e ,  t h e  f i s h e r s  w o u l d  t i e  u p  t o  t h e s e  a n d  s e l l  t h e i r  c a t c h e s  f r o m 
t h e i r  b o a t s ,  o r  f r o m  s e a s i d e  h o t e l s  o r  f r o m  t h e  f e r r y  s t e p s  a t  P o r t  A d e l a i d e .  S e l l i n g 
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  b y  o n e  m e a n s  o r  a n o t h e r ,  o r  t o  f i s h  s h o p s  o r  h a w k e r s , 
r e m a i n e d  t h e i r  o n l y  o u t l e t s .  B y  t h e  1870s much of the catch was being sent to Adelaide
for sale, but a major p r o b l e m  r e m a i n e d ,  a s  a  r e f e r e n c e  f r o m  t h a t  y e a r  m a k e s  c l e a r .   I n 
r e l a t i o n   t o   G l e n e l g   i t   s a i d , 
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The principal occupation followed by the working part of the population is that of
fishing. A large number of boats go out daily, when the weather permits, and their
produce is mostly sent to Adelaide for sale, but the absence of a good fish market
there prevents the disposal if it at so great an advantage as would otherwise be the
case'.4

T h e  w r i t e r  w a s  r i g h t ,  w h e t h e r  h e  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  m a r k e t  w o u l d  b e  a n  a d v a n t a g e 
t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o r  t o  t h e  f i s h e r s .  B o t h  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  e v e n t u a l l y  when such a market
was established.

Two things were needed to enable fresh fish to reach the citizens of A d e l a i d e :  a 
d a i l y  f i s h  m a r k e t  a n d  a  m e a n s  o f  c o n v e y i n g  t h e  f i s h  t o  m a r k e t  s o  t h a t  i t  a r r i v e d 
i n  a  w h o l e s o m e  c o n d i t i o n .  T h e  f i r s t  w a s  b e i n g  discussed in 1872 by the Adelaide City
Council; the second would not be r e c o g n i s e d  a s  a  m a j o r  f a c t o r  u n t i l  t h e  m a r k e t  w a s 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  O n e  s u g g e s t i o n  a t  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g s  w a s  t h a t  ' t h e  s h e d s  a t  t h e 
S h e e p  and Cattle Yards might be made available free of charge, for fishermen to d i s p o s e 
o f  t h e i r  s t o c k  t o  r e t a i l  d e a l e r s ' . 5  ' I  o b s e r v e , '  s a i d  T o w n  C l e r k  Thomas Worsnop on
30 July 1872, 'that a market for this article is now in embryo near the Market yards'.

However, it was towards the main Adelaide Central Market in Grote Street,
c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  t h a t  t h e  f i s h  a u c t i o n e e r s  b e g a n  g r a v i t a t i n g  i n  the late
1870s and early 1880s. The first was the Cowrie Fishing Company ( l a t e r  t h e  S A 
F i s h i n g  C o m p a n y ) ,  w h i c h  l e a s e d  s t o r e  n u m b e r  n i n e  a n d  b e g a n  a u c t i o n i n g  f i s h ,  i n 
a m o n g  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  p r o d u c e ,  o n  4  M a r c h  1 8 7 9 .  O t h e r s  a u c t i o n e e r s  c a m e  a n d  w e n t 
f a i r l y  q u i c k l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  C h a r l e s  J  D u k e ,  w h o  s e t  u p  b u s i n e s s  i n  s h o p  n u m b e r 
t h i r t y . 6  W h e n  h e  c e a s e d  o p e r a t i o n s  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  a  y e a r  l a t e r  t h a t  s h o p  w a s 
t a k e n  o v e r  b y  I  W i s e m a n  a n d  C o m p a n y ,  w h o  c o n t i n u e d  t o  o p e r a t e  a s  f i s h 
a u c t i o n e e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  M a r k e t ,  a l b e i t  i n  a  f a i r l y  s m a l l  w a y ,  u n t i l  1 9 0 5 ,  w h e n 
t h e y   m o v e d   to premises just outside the market building.

B y  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 s  City Councillors were taking an increasing interest in
establishing a separate fish market a n d  i n  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  f i s h  s a l e s  t h e n  t a k i n g  p l a c e 
i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  M a r k e t .  E d w i n  S m i t h ,  e l e c t e d  Mayor in 1882, echoed the report of a
decade earlier when he said:

For the want of a proper place to receive regular supplies and distribute the same to 
the public, this valuable staple of food is very scarce indeed on the tables of the 
citizens of Adelaide.7

H i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  W i l l i a m  B u n d e y ,  e l e c t e d  M a y o r  i n  1 8 8 3 ,  a l s o  w a n t e d  t o  s e e  a  c e n t r a l 
f i s h  m a r k e t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  A d e l a i d e .  H e  h a d  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  r e p o r t i n g  i n  1 8 8 4 
t h a t  ' a  c o m m e n c e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  t o  p r o v i d e  s h e l t e r  f o r  b u y e r s  a n d  s e l l e r s  o f 
f i s h ,  b y  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  a  s u i t a b l e  s h e d . 8  T h i s  w a s  a  w o o d e n  b u i l d i n g  b e i n g  e r e c t e d 
w i t h i n   t h e   A d e l a i d e   C e n t r a l   Market in Grote Street on Town Acre 333.

T h e r e  w a s  d i s a g r e e m e n t  a s  t o  w h o  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  f i s h  i n s p e c t o r , 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i n s p e c t i n g  t h e  i n c o m i n g  f i s h  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  i t  w a s  f i t  f o r  h u m a n 
c o n s u m p t i o n .  M e t e r  a n d  G a s  I n s p e c t o r ,  C h a r l e s  F u l l e r ,  h a d  b e e n  p r o p o s e d  i n  1 8 8 1 
a s  f i s h  i n s p e c t o r  ' i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  o t h e r  d u t i e s '  b u t  i t  w a s  a n o t h e r  o f  W i l l i a m 
S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  c o l l e a g u e s ,  S a n i t a r y  I n s p e c t o r  W i l l i a m  F u r z e ,  w h o  w a s 
a p p o i n t e d .  W h e n  a n  a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  i n  C o u n c i l  i n  1 8 8 4  t o  r e v e r s e  t h i s ,  M a y o r 
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B u n d e y  r u l e d  t h e  m o t i o n  o u t  o f  o r d e r .  I n s p e c t o r  F u r z e ' s  s a l a r y  w a s  s e t  a t  ₤ 2 5  p e r 
a n n u m  f o r  t h e s e  a d d i t i o n a l  d u t i e s ,  p a y a b l e  m o n t h l y .  T h e  C o u n c i l ' s  F i s h  I n s p e c t o r 
a l s o  h a d  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  l e g a l  m i n i m u m  w e i g h t s  ( l a t e r  l e n g t h s )  f o r 
p r e s c r i b e d  s p e c i e s  o f  f i s h ,  a f t e r  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  1 8 8 8 . 9 

E l s e w h e r e ,  t h e s e  l i m i t s  w e r e  p o l i c e d  b y  t h e  i n s p e c t o r s  a n d  a s s i s t a n t  i n s p e c t o r s  o f 
f i s h e r i e s   e m p l o y e d   u n d e r   t h e   c o l o n y ' s   F i s h e r i e s   a n d   O y s t e r   F i s h e r i e s   Acts.

C h a r l e s  F u l l e r ,  t h e  u n s u c c e s s f u l  a s p i r a n t  f o r  t h e  j o b  o f  C o u n c i l ’ s  f i s h 
i n s p e c t o r ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  t a k e  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  f i s h  m a r k e t .  H e  w r o t e  t o  t h e  C i t y 
C o u n c i l ' s  M a r k e t s  a n d  T o r r e n s  L a k e  C o m m i t t e e  w a n t i n g  t o  k n o w  i f  ' i t  w a s  t h e 
i m m e d i a t e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  t o  b u i l d  a  F i s h  M a r k e t  a n d  i f  s o  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s 
w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  l e a s e  s u c h  p r e m i s e s ' .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  w h e n  r e p o r t i n g  t o  C o u n c i l  o n 
1 7  J u n e  1 8 8 4  s a i d  t h a t ,  a s  they were not in a position to give a 'decided' answer, they
had 'withheld consideration of the matter'.

T h e  w o o d e n  s h e d  t h a t  w a s  i n d e e d  b e i n g  b u i l t  t o  s h e l t e r  t h o s e  b u y i n g  a n d 
s e l l i n g  f i s h ,  h a d  a  f l a g g e d  f l o o r ,  w a t e r  w a s  l a i d  o n  a n d  i t  w a s  l i t  b y  g a s  l i g h t s .  T h i s 
s h e d  w a s  ' s p e c i a l l y  s e t  a p a r t  a s  a  f i s h  m a r k e t  o n  2 0  D e c e m b e r  1 8 8 4 ' . 1 0  A n o t h e r 
s h e d  w a s  b e g u n  e v e n  b e f o r e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t .  T h i s  o n e  w a s  ` f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e 
o f  y a r d i n g  t h e  c a r t s  l o a d e d  w i t h  f i s h  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i s h  s a l e s ' .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  a l s o  h a d  a 
f l a g s t o n e  f l o o r ,  w a t e r  l a i d  o n  a n d  p r o p e r  d r a i n a g e .  I t  w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  d e c i d e d  t h a t 
g a s  l i g h t s  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  t e n a n t .  T h i s  p r o v e d  t o  b e  I  W i s e m a n 
& Company, whose offer of sixteen shillings per week rent was accepted in December
1884.11

W i t h i n  t h e  m a i n  s h e d  f i s h  w e r e  b o u g h t  a n d  s o l d  a n d  l i c e n s e d  h a w k e r s 
o p e r a t e d .  O n e  s u c h ,  J o h n  L o c k ,  w a s  r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  F i s h  I n s p e c t o r  a s  h e  ' h a d 
e x p o s e d  f o r  s a l e  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  M a r k e t  a  q u a n t i t y  o f  f i s h  w h i c h  w a s  n o t  f i t  f o r 
h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n ' .  T h i s  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  I n s p e c t o r  W i l l i a m  S h a k e s p e a r e  ' t o  t a k e 
i m m e d i a t e  a c t i o n , ' 1 2  a l t h o u g h  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  C o m m i t t e e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n 
c o n f u s i n g  t h e  o f f i c e r  responsible for weights and measures (William Shakespeare)
with the one responsible for health.

W i t h  a  f i s h  m a r k e t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  A d e l a i d e ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y ' s  t w o 
m a j o r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  h a d  b e e n  m e t .  T h e  o t h e r  –  g e t t i n g  t h e  f i s h  t o  m a r k e t  a n d  t o  t h e 
b u y e r s  i n  a  w h o l e s o m e  c o n d i t i o n  –  d e p e n d e d  o n  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  i c e  o r 
r e f r i g e r a t i o n ,   a s   w e l l   a s   p r o m p t   a n d   r e l i a b l e   transport, whether by rail or ship.

D u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  s t e a m e r s  b e g a n  t o  t r a d e  a r o u n d 
t h e  G u l f  o f  S t  V i n c e n t  a n d  S p e n c e r  G u l f  a n d  t o  t h e  S o u t h  E a s t  a n d  W e s t  C o a s t  o f 
t h e  S t a t e ,  t a k i n g  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  s m a l l  s a i l t r a d e r s .  T h e y  called at many of the local
ports served by simple jetties, such as S t a n s b u r y ,  T u m b y  B a y ,  A r n o  B a y  a n d 
B e a c h p o r t .  T h e  f i s h e r s  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  s a i l i n g  t i m e s  t o  s e n d  t h e i r 
c a t c h e s  b a c k  t o  A d e l a i d e ,  a n d ,  w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e s e  w e r e  c a r e f u l l y  i c e d  f o r 
t h e  v o y a g e .   However, the fishers and consumers alike soon realised that cool chambers
or r e f r i g e r a t i o n  w e r e  d e s i r a b l e  i f  t h e  c a t c h e s  w e r e  t o  r e a c h  t h e  m a r k e t  i n  g o o d 
condition.

Railways also spread out in response to the growth of the colony's e c o n o m y .  I n  t h e 
1 8 5 0 s  r a i l w a y s  w e r e  b u i l t  f r o m  A d e l a i d e  t o  P o r t  A d e l a i d e  a n d  G a w l e r ;  i n 
t h e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 s  t o  K a p u n d a ,  K a d i n a  a n d  W a l l a r o o ;  a n d  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 s  t o  B u r r a 
B u r r a ,  M o r g a n  a n d  t h e  S o u t h  E a s t  o f  t h e  c o l o n y .  B y  r a i l  t h e  f i s h  c o u l d  r e a c h  t h e 
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A d e l a i d e  F i s h  M a r k e t  t h e  s a m e  d a y  o r  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  i t  w a s  c a u g h t ,  i f  s c h e d u l e s ,  i c e 
a n d   t h e   w e a t h e r   were favorable.

T h e  f i s h e r s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  n e e d  f o r  s p e e d  a s  t h e  f i s h  w e r e  s o l d  w h o l e ,  n o t 
g u t t e d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  M u r r a y  c o d ,  a n d  l a t e r ,  s n a p p e r  a n d  b a r r a c o u t a .  T h i s  a l s o 
h e l p e d  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  w h i t i n g  a n d  s n a p p e r .  T h e s e  v a r i e t i e s  c a u g h t 
o n  l i n e s  a n d  k e p t  a l i v e  i n  t h e  w e l l  o f  t h e  b o a t  u n t i l  p o r t  w a s  r e a c h e d ,  w e r e  e m p t i e d 
o f  t h e  f o o d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  e a t e n  a n d  s o ,  w h i t i n g  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  f i s h e r s  b e l i e v e d , 
w o u l d  k e e p  t w o  o r  t h r e e  d a y s  l o n g e r  a f t e r  b e i n g  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  w e l l  t h a n  f i s h  t h a t 
h a d  b e e n  s e n t  s t r a i g h t  t o  m a r k e t .  T h e  f i s h e r s  a l s o  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a s  w h i t i n g  a r e 
s e l e c t i v e   feeders their flesh did not decompose as quickly as that of other fish.

I t  w a s  t h e  f i s h  a r r i v i n g  b y  r a i l ,  m a i n l y  f r o m  t h e  R i v e r  M u r r a y  a n d  L a k e s 
A l e x a n d r i n e  a n d  A l b e r t ,  w h i c h  w e r e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  c o n d e m n e d .  W r i t i n g  h i s  l a s t 
r e p o r t  a s  m a y o r ,  W i l l i a m  B u n d e y  s a i d  i n  1 8 8 6 :  ' I  a d v i s e  t h e  C o u n c i l  [ t o ] 
c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e m  t o  p r o v i d e  r e f r i g e r a t e d  c a r s  o n 
t h e  r a i l w a y  s o  t h a t  s o  l a r g e  a  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  c l a s s  o f  f o o d  m a y 
a r r i v e  i n  s o u n d  c o n d i t i o n . ' 1 3  T h i s  w a s  to prove an unfulfilled dream until the twentieth
century.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  s i m p l e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n ' s  C e n t r a l  M a r k e t  w e r e 
e x t e n d e d .  T h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  w o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  i n c l u d e  m u c h  i m p r o v e d  s t o r a g e 
f a c i l i t i e s .  I n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  d r i f t e d  i n t o  a  s e r i e s  o f  a r r a n g e m e n t s 
w h i c h  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a t t r a c t e d  c r i t i c i s m  f o r  t h e i r  m o n o p o l i s t i c  t e n d e n c i e s .  I n  t h i s , 
s m a l l  p r o d u c e r s  w e r e  represented as suffering at the hands of a cosy arrangement
between the C o u n c i l  a n d  o n e  m a j o r  o p e r a t o r .  I n  1 8 8 6  t h i s  w a s  s t i l l  a  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e 
f u t u r e ,  a s  t h e  s h e d  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  w a s  t h e n  b e i n g  i n c r e a s e d  t o  p r o v i d e  s t a n d i n g 
r o o m  f o r  m o r e  d e a l e r s .  A  t e n d e r  w a s  a c c e p t e d  f o r  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  s h e d s  A  a n d  B  a t 
a  c o s t  o f  £ 1 8 9 ,  a n d  w h e n  c o m p l e t e d  e x t r a  g a s  l a m p s  were fitted to light the
extensions.14

Some fish auctioneers retained their shops and stores in the Central M a r k e t 
p r o p e r  d e s p i t e  w o r k  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  s h e d s .  T h e  S A  F i s h i n g  C o m p a n y  ( p r e v i o u s l y 
T h e  C o w r i e  F i s h i n g  C o m p a n y ) ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  t h e  f i r s t  t o  s e t  u p  a s  f i s h 
a u c t i o n e e r s ,  r e t a i n e d  s t o r e  n u m b e r  n i n e  u n t i l  N o v e m b e r  1 8 8 5 ,  w h e n  t h e y 
s u r r e n d e r e d  t h e i r  l e a s e  w i t h  r e n t  o u t s t a n d i n g .  O n  1 8  J u l y  1 8 8 5  E d w i n  D a w  l e a s e d 
p r e m i s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  m a r k e t , 1 5  a l t h o u g h  h e  p r o b a b l y  h a d  o t h e r  p r e m i s e s  b e f o r e 
t h a t  a s  h e  d a t e d  h i s  operations from 1880. Within three years, Daw was to dominate
the o p e r a t i o n  o f  w h o l e s a l e  f i s h  s e l l i n g  i n  A d e l a i d e  a n d  t o  a t t r a c t  f r e q u e n t 
c r i t i c i s m  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  A n o t h e r  b u s i n e s s  t h a t  c o m m e n c e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  w a s  E d w i n 
B o o r d  a n d  C o m p a n y ,  w h o  a s k e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  a u c t i o n  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  f r o m 
p r e m i s e s  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  l e a s e d  i n  C u r r i e  S t r e e t .  T h i s  w a s  d e n i e d  t h e m  b u t  t h e y 
w e r e   e n c o u r a g e d   t o   t a k e   p r e m i s e s   w i t h i n   t h e   Central Market.

E v e n  m o r e  s p a c e  w a s  n e e d e d  i n  t h e  m a r k e t  a l m o s t  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  t w o  s h e d s 
w e r e   e x t e n d e d .   I n   t h e   w o r d s   o f   t h e   i n c o m i n g   m a y o r ,   E d w i n   T   S m i t h   (1886):

This market has proved so great a success that it has been found desirable to
prepare for the erection of a new building at a cost of £1,000 to give
accommodation for the sale of fish, hares, rabbits and other game.

T h e  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  C i t y  S u r v e y o r  w a s  ' t o  p r e p a r e  p l a n s  a n d 
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specifications ... providing for double the present accommodation.'16 However, the
e r e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  n e w  f i s h  m a r k e t  w a s  h e l d  o v e r  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 8 7 - 8  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r , 
w h e n ,  w i t h  f u n d s  a v a i l a b l e ,  t e n d e r s  w e r e  c a l l e d  a n d  N . W .  T r u d g e n  w a s  the
successful tenderer.

D r a f t  r e g u l a t i o n s  ` f o r  t h e  c o n d u c t  a n d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  m a r k e t '  w e r e  d r a w n  u p 
b y  t h e  c o u n c i l ' s  M a r k e t s  a n d  T o r r e n s  L a k e  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  t o  C o u n c i l 
b y  t h e  T o w n  C l e r k  o n  9  A p r i l  1 8 8 8 .  T h e s e  w e r e  a d o p t e d  f i f t e e n  d a y s  l a t e r .  T h e y 
c o n c e r n e d  s u c h  m a t t e r s  a s  t h e  u p k e e p  o f  t h e  p r e m i s e s ,  c l e a n l i n e s s  a n d  t h e  m a n n e r 
i n  w h i c h  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  c o u l d  r e s u m e  p o s s e s s i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  t e r m  o f  t h e  l e a s e . 
O n e  s e c t i o n ,  w h i c h  a p p a r e n t l y  w a s  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r g o t t e n  b y  e v e r y o n e 
c o n c e r n e d ,  d i r e c t e d  t h e  l e s s e e  ' t o  a l l o w  t h e  u s e  o f  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  s a i d  p r e m i s e s 
b y  o t h e r  a u c t i o n e e r s  f o r  t h e  s a l e  b y  p u b l i c  a u c t i o n  o f  s u c h l i k e  p r o d u c e  a s  i n 
h e r e i n b e f o r e  e n u m e r a t e d ' ,  b e i n g  f i s h ,  p o u l t r y ,  w i l d  f o w l ,  r a b b i t s ,  h a r e s  and dairy
produce.

T h e  n e w  f i s h  m a r k e t  b u i l d i n g  m e a s u r e d  e i g h t y  f e e t  b y  t h i r t y - f i v e  f e e t  w i t h  a 
t w e n t y  f o o t  c e i l i n g .  I t  h a d  a  l i g h t  i r o n  r o o f ,  a n d  m a t c h b o a r d  u n d e r  t h e  r a f t e r s  t o 
k e e p  i t  c o o l .  L o u v r e s  a b o v e  t h e  r o o f  r i d g e  p r o v i d e d  v e n t i l a t i o n  a n d  l i g h t  c a m e 
f r o m  s k y l i g h t s  t h a t  w e r e  p o s i t i o n e d  o n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s i d e  ' t o  a v o i d  t h e  d i r e c t 
s u n l i g h t  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e ' .  T h e  f l o o r  w a s  p a v e d  t h r o u g h o u t . 1 7  T h e  n e w 
b u i l d i n g  s t o o d  i n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  T o w n  A c r e  3 3 4 ,  f a c i n g  w e s t ,  a n d 
c o s t  t h e  c o u n c i l  £ 9 4 9  8 s  5 d . 1 8  O n  1 8  J u n e  1 8 8 8  t h e  T o w n  C l e r k  w a s  d i r e c t e d  t o 
t a k e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s t e p s  t o  h a v e  ' t h e  e x t e n s i o n  t o  t h e  M a r k e t  s h e d s  a n d  t h e  F i s h 
M a r k e t '  p r o c l a i m e d  a n d  t o  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  G a z e t t e . 1 9  T h e  f i s h  m a r k e t 
w a s  l e a s e d  t o  E d w i n  D a w  ( w h o  w a s  t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n  t o  t e n d e r )  f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  a t 
₤ 1 0 0  p e r  a n n u m  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  y e a r s  a n d  ₤ 1 5 0  p e r  a n n u m  t h e r e a f t e r .  W e  c a n 
o n l y  s u r m i s e  t h a t  n o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  a u c t i o n e e r s  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  t e n d e r .  W h e t h e r 
o r  n o t  t h e y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  h e n c e f o r w a r d  b e  s h u t  o u t  o f  t h e  f i s h  m a r k e t 
w e  d o  n o t  k n o w ,  but ₤ 100 would have been a very large sum to find for the first year's
rent.

A l t h o u g h  t h e  m a r k e t  w a s  f u n c t i o n i n g  w e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  i t 
a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  c o l o n i a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  P e t i t i o n s  w e r e  s e n t  o n  2 6  June and 26 July 1888
requesting the governor 'to proclaim the Fish M a r k e t  e r e c t e d  o n  A c r e  3 3 4 ,  a n d  t h e 
n e w  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  m a r k e t  s h e d s ,  e r e c t e d  o n  A c r e  3 3 3 ,  a s  m a r k e t s ' .  M a y o r  J a m e s 
S h a w ,  w r i t i n g  i n  1 8 8 9 ,  n o t e d  t h a t  a  r e q u e s t  h a d  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  ' p r e s e n t 
g o v e r n m e n t '  f o r  f r e s h  p e t i t i o n s  ' p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  4 9  o f  T h e  M a r k e t s  C l a u s e s  A c t , 
1 8 7 0 - 7 1 ' .  T h e  m a r k e t  a n d  s h e d s  w e r e  d u l y  a u t h o r i s e d  u n d e r  t h e  A c t  o n  2 3 
O c t o b e r  1 8 8 9 .  ' T h e  t i m e  f o r  t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  t h e  s a i d  M a r k e t s ' ,  J a m e s  S h a w  w e n t 
o n  t o  s a y ,  ' s h a l l  b e  d a i l y  f r o m  f o u r  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  u n t i l  e l e v e n  o ' c l o c k  a t 
n i g h t   –   S u n d a y s ,   C h r i s t m a s   D a y   a n d   G o o d   F r i d a y   excepted'.

T h e  l e s s e e ,  E d w i n  D a w ,  h a d  b e e n  a  b u t c h e r  a t  M o u n t  B a r k e r  a n d  t h e n  a t 
E d i t h b u r g h ,  b e f o r e  b e c o m i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  s e l l i n g  f i s h .  H i s  d e s c e n d a n t s  s a y 
t h a t  t h e  E d i t h b u r g h  f i s h e r m e n  a s k e d  h i m  t o  h a n d l e  t h e i r  f i s h .  H e  s e e m s  t o  h a v e 
h a d  a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s u p p o r t e r  i n  F i s h  I n s p e c t o r  Furze. The latter wrote in his report
for the year ending October 1888:

The Fish Market was well supplied during the year, and a large and increasing 
business has been, and is being done ... The New Fish and Game Market, lately 
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erected at the Market, is a very great improvement on the old Fish Market under 
Shed B.20

F o r  t h e  n e x t  d e c a d e  F i s h  I n s p e c t o r  F u r z e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e p o r t  i n  g l o w i n g  t e r m s  o n 
t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  m a r k e t  a n d  t h e  g o o d  m a n a g e m e n t  b y  E d w i n  D a w .  H i s  o w n 
d u t i e s  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  o n e r o u s .  I n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  i n  1 8 9 5  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n 
s a i d  t h a t  I n s p e c t o r  F u r z e  a s  a n  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  a n  A s s i s t a n t 
I n s p e c t o r  o f  F i s h e r i e s  u n d e r  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  Fisheries Acts was present at all sales of
fish at the Central Market.

Although he keeps no record of the fish sold he condemns fish unfit for human 
consumption, seizes any below weight or measurement (the fish is forwarded to the 
Destitute Asylum) and reports every fortnight to the Town Clerk ... He has no 
printed instructions. He makes no inspections of retail shops. Would inspect basket 
hawkers if he has any suspicion that they were hawking ... fish below
size.21

T h e  m a i n  m e a n s ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o f  k e e p i n g  f i s h  f r e s h  w a s  i c e .  S e n s i b l y 
e n o u g h  E d w i n  D a w  o p e r a t e d  a n  i c e - m a k i n g  w o r k s  a s  a n  a d j u n c t  t o  h i s  f i s h 
m a r k e t i n g .  I t  w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  P o r t  A d e l a i d e  a n d  s u p p l i e d  i c e  t o  s h i p p i n g  a n d  t o 
h o t e l s  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  f i s h  m a r k e t  a n d  f i s h e r s .  T h e  b u s i n e s s  a l s o  s u p p l i e d 
d i s t i l l e d  w a t e r  t o  s h i p s .  D a w  q u i c k l y  r e c o g n i s e d  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  r e f r i g e r a t i o n , 
w h i c h  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 s ,  a n d  s o  w r o t e  t o  t h e  c o u n c i l  i n  1 8 9 4  s a y i n g  t h a t 
h e  n e e d e d  t o  k n o w  i f  h i s  l e a s e ,  d u e  f o r  r e n e w a l  i n  J u n e  1 8 9 8 ,  w o u l d  b e  r e n e w e d 
b e c a u s e  o f  ' h a v i n g  i m p o r t a n t  u n d e r t a k i n g s  i n  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h 
t h e   p r o p e r   working of my business, notably a refrigerator'.22

I n  M a r c h  1 8 9 4  a  d e p u t a t i o n  t o  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l ,  c o m p r i s i n g  R  S  G u t h r i e 
M L C  a n d  s e v e r a l  f i s h e r s ,  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  ' w h e n  t h e  p r e s e n t  l e a s e  o f  t h e  f i s h  m a r k e t 
e x p i r e d  n o  f u t u r e  l e a s e  s h o u l d  b e  g r a n t e d  t o  a n y  o n e  m a n ' .  E d w i n  D a w  w a s 
p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  m e e t i n g .  T h e  M a y o r  r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  w a s  ' f u l l y  a l i v e  t o  t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  m a t t e r '  b u t  c o u l d  d o  n o t h i n g  u n t i l  t h e  l e a s e  e x p i r e d  w h e n  i t 
w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  d e p u t a t i o n ' s  request.23 At a meeting of the Markets Committee the
following month a p e t i t i o n  w a s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h i r t y - t h r e e  G o o l w a  f i s h e r m e n  a s k i n g 
' t h a t  b e t t e r  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  s a l e  o f  f i s h  b e  g r a n t e d ' .  T h e y  r e c e i v e d  a  s i m i l a r  r e p l y 
a s  t h a t  g i v e n  t o  t h e  d e p u t a t i o n .  A l l  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  D a w ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r 
t h e  r e n e w a l  o f  h i s  l e a s e  w a s  s e n t  t o  G u t h r i e  a n d  D  L  C h a r l e s t o n ,  t h e  t w o  M L C s 
w h o  h a d  t a k e n  t h e  m a t t e r  u p ,  b u t  t h e y  f a i l e d  t o  k e e p  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  w i t h  t h e 
M a r k e t s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  ' n o  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e i n g  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e m ' 
E d w i n   D a w ' s   l e a s e   w a s   renewed 'with permission to erect a refrigerator'.24

T h e  C o u n c i l  a n d  i t s  o f f i c e r s  a l w a y s  d i s p u t e d  t h a t  t h e y  b o l s t e r e d  a  m o n o p o l y . 
A s  t h e y  s a i d ,  a n y o n e  c o u l d  s e t  u p  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  a n d ,  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s ,  o t h e r 
p e o p l e  d i d  o p e r a t e  a s  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  a u c t i o n e e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  M a r k e t  o r 
n e a r b y ,  b u t  o n l y  I  W i s e m a n  a n d  C o m p a n y  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  l a s t e d  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  a 
y e a r  o r  t w o .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  a n d  i t s  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  i g n o r i n g  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s 
t h a t  D a w  p o s s e s s e d  o v e r  p o t e n t i a l  r i v a l s ,  a n d  a l s o  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  r e q u i r e d 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  m a r k e t .  A s  w e  s h a l l  s e e ,  w h e n  s u c h  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  d i d 
l o o m ,  t h e y  w e r e  q u i c k  t o  d e f e n d  t h e i r  o w n  i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  h e n c e  t h e i r  f a v o u r e d 
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w h o l e s a l e r ,   a l t h o u g h   f o r   a   s h o r t   time it did appear that some changes might be made.
W i t h  D a w ' s  l e a s e  r e n e w e d ,  a  r e f r i g e r a t i o n  p l a n t  w a s  d u l y  i n s t a l l e d  b y 

e n g i n e e r s  D a v e y  J o n e s  a n d  E d w i n  D a w ' s  s o n ,  C o m p s o n  ( k n o w n  a s  ` C o m p ' ) .  I c e 
w a s  t h e n  m a d e  a t  t h e  F i s h  M a r k e t  a s  w e l l  a s  a t  P o r t  A d e l a i d e ,  a s  i t  w a s  i n 
i n c r e a s i n g  d e m a n d  i n  t h e  c o l o n y ,  e v e n  i f  r a t h e r  e x p e n s i v e .  I n  t i m e  t h e  w h o l e  o f 
D a w ' s   i c e - m a k i n g   p l a n t   w a s   c o n s o l i d a t e d   in a building next door to the Fish Market.

I n  1 8 9 6  I n s p e c t o r  F u r z e  w r o t e :  ' T h e  l e s s e e  h a s  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  w i t h  t h e  c o n s e n t 
o f  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  r e f r i g e r a t i n g  c h a m b e r ,  w h i c h  h a s  p r o v e d  a  g r e a t 
c o n v e n i e n c e ' . 2 5  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  t h e  r e f r i g e r a t i o n  p l a n t  w a s  s t i l l  e x e r c i s i n g 
I n s p e c t o r   F u r z e ' s   m i n d   w h i l e   h e   c o n t i n u e d   t o   express his admiration:

The Lessee (Mr E. Daw) finds that the extensive refrigerating chambers which he
has had constructed can hardly cope with the demand upon their space, and he has
applied to the Council for an additional piece of ground on which to extend the
works. The market has been admirably managed and no complaints have been
received.26

In 1898 Furze was able to report that
The Lessee of the Fish Market has erected another of Crossley's "Otto" Gas
Engines of 4-horsepower nominal, capable of being worked up to 11-horsepower
indicated, on land leased from the Corporation, to assist the other and larger one
located there, and adjoining, viz., of 7-horsepower nominal, capable of being
worked up to 14-horsepower if necessary.
The larger engine was found to be not powerful enough to answer the dual

purposes of cooling the chambers and making ice, hence the erection of the other
engine, with latest improvements, which is capable of turning out 2 tons of ice in
24 hours, and in conjunction with the larger one, 5 tons in the 24 hours.

I understand that ice is supplied to the dealers and ice cream vendors at the
rate of Is for a 24 or 25 lbs. slab, and even less than that when contracted for.

For some considerable time past the Refrigerating Chambers at the Fish
Market have been a great boon to butchers, poulterers, fish dealers, and dairy
produce merchants.27

I n s p e c t o r   F u r z e   t h e n   w e n t   o n   t o   d e s c r i b e   t h e   w o r k i n g s   o f   t h e   F i s h   Market:
Not only are fish, game, and other provisions sold there, but there are cleaning
troughs provided, whereby dealers gut and clean them fish, game, &c., and deposit
their offal in a receptacle kept there for that purpose. Kerosine is poured over the
fish, &c. condemned, and the whole is carted away out of the City every morning
by a person with whom Mr Daw, the lessee, has a contract.

I n s p e c t o r  F u r z e  i n c l u d e d  d e t a i l s  i n  h i s  y e a r l y  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  f i s h , 
g a m e  a n d  s o  o n  t h a t  h e  c o n d e m n e d .  I n  1 8 8 7 - 8 8  t h i s  h a d  i n c l u d e d  s o m e  t w e l v e - a n d - 
a - h a l f  t o n s  o f  f i s h  b u t  w h e n  t h i s  r e a c h e d  s e v e n t e e n - a n d  a - h a l f  t o n s  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r 
t h e r e  w a s  a n  o u t c r y .  H e  t r i e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h a t  t h i s  h a d  b e e n  c a u s e d  m a i n l y 
b e c a u s e  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  proclaimed a closed season for River Murray
fish in that colony
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and consequently fish from all parts of the River Murray found its
way into Adelaide, in such quantities as to literally glut the market,
and much of it was unsaleable at any price. Some fish arrived in

bad condition due to the time it was in transit.28

A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  w r i t i n g  h i s  r e p o r t  t h e  c l o s e d  s e a s o n  w a s  o v e r  a n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n 
r e v e r s e d .  M u c h  o f  t h e  c a t c h  w a s  t h e n  b e i n g  s e n t  t o  M e l b o u r n e ,  which, he said,
caused 'a dearth' in Adelaide.

There has also been a great falling off in the deep sea, or salt water fishing lately,
on account of the stormy weather and severe gales experienced by the fishermen.29

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  w e  h e a r  n o  m o r e  o f  I n s p e c t o r  F u r z e  a f t e r  h e  c o m p l e t e d 
t h i s  r e p o r t  f o r ,  a s  h e  s a i d ,  ' t h e  f i s h  d u t i e s  w e r e  t a k e n  o u t  o f  m y  hands and handed
over to my successor, Mr George Stevens'.30

I t  w a s  t h e  f i s h e r s  w h o  w e r e  m o s t  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  f i s h 
c o n d e m n e d ,  a s  t h e y  f e a r e d  f o r  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d .  I t  w a s  p r e c a r i o u s  e n o u g h  a t  t h e 
b e s t  o f  t i m e s ,  w i t h  f l u c t u a t i n g  p r i c e s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p r o b l e m s  a n d  t h e 
i d i o s y n c r a s i e s  o f  t h e  w e a t h e r ,  p l u s  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e  f i s h  s t o c k s ,  a s 
m o r e  a n d  m o r e  p e o p l e  t u r n e d  t o  f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  . 1 8 9 0 s .  T h i s 
i n c r e a s e d  e f f o r t ,  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  larger catches, led to a need for more space at the
fish market, the size of which this time ( 1 8 9 9 - 1 9 0 0 )  a l m o s t  d o u b l e d .  ' T h e  t o t a l  c o s t 
o f   t h e   w o r k   w a s   ₤801 9s 2d', said Mayor Arthur W Ware (elected 1898),

and the dimensions of the building are 40 ft. x 75 ft., built of brick with cement
floors, and fitted up with benches and conveniences... The erection of the new
building will supply a want that has been felt for some time, as the old building was
inadequate for the growing business, especially in refrigerating and cool storage
space.31

W i t h  t h i s  n e w  m a r k e t  c a m e  a  n e w  l e a s e  f o r  E d w i n  D a w .  A s  t h e  m a y o r  w e n t 
o n  t o  s a y ,  ' [ H e ]  h a s  t a k e n  t h e  M a r k e t  o n  a  l e a s e  f o r  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  a t  a n  a n n u a l 
r e n t a l  o f  £ 2 5 0 ,  p a y i n g  a l l  w a t e r  a n d  s e w e r  r a t e s ' .  D a w  a l s o  u n d e r t o o k  t o  c a r r y  o n  i n 
t h e  s a m e  b u s i n e s s ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  p r e m i s e s ,  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s . 
M a t t e r s   a t   t h a t   t i m e   w e r e ,   a s   T o w n   C l e r k   T   George Ellery said, quiescent.32

M a t t e r s  d i d  n o t  r e m a i n  q u i e s c e n t  f o r  l o n g .  B y  1 9 0 6  q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  being asked
in the House of Assembly about an alleged monopoly of the w h o l e s a l e  f i s h  t r a d e  a t  t h e 
C o r p o r a t i o n   F i s h   M a r k e t .   T o w n   C l e r k   E l l e r y   r e p l i e d   i n   t h e   press:

The suggestion that the council has a monopoly is altogether wide of the mark, as
the council has nothing whatever to do with the matter. The fish market in the
Central Market is corporation property, and as such is leased to Mr E Daw, but
further than that the council has no interest in the industry, pecuniary or otherwise.33

D e s p i t e  t h i s  d i s c l a i m e r  s o m e  o c e a n  f i s h e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  R i v e r  M u r r a y  and Lakes
fishers remained dissatisfied with the way in which the fish was m a r k e t e d  i n  A d e l a i d e 
a n d  w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  h a v i n g  t h e  1 9 0 7  R o y a l  C o m m i s s i o n  U p o n  t h e  C h a r g e s 
A g a i n s t  P r o d u c e  M e r c h a n t s  e x t e n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  F i s h  M a r k e t . 3 4  T h e i r  t h r e e  m a i n 
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c o m p l a i n t s  w e r e  t h a t  t h e  f i s h  m a r k e t  o p e r a t e d  a s  a  v i r t u a l  m o n o p o l y ,  t h a t  t o o 
o f t e n  t h e i r  f i s h  w e r e  c o n d e m n e d  o r  t h e  a m o u n t  d e d u c t e d  f o r  s h r i n k a g e  d u r i n g 
t r a n s i t  w a s  t o o  g r e a t ,  a n d  t h a t  D a w  f a v o u r e d  t h e  s a l t w a t e r  f i s h e r s ,  a s  h e  o w n e d 
s o m e   o f   the fishing cutters.

D a w  r e a d i l y  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  t h a t  h e  o w n e d  f i v e  o f  t h e  f i s h i n g 
b o a t s  b u t ,  a s  h e  s a i d ,  ' f o r t y  a u c t i o n e e r s  w o u l d  n o t  m a k e  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e 
s u p p l y ' .  T h e  r i v e r  a n d  l a k e s  f i s h e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  c o m p e t i t i o n  a t  t h e 
m a r k e t  w o u l d  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r e t u r n s  t o  t h e m .  T h e y  w e r e  a d a m a n t  t h a t 
t h e y  r e c e i v e d  f a i r e r  t r e a t m e n t  a t  t h e  M e l b o u r n e  m a r k e t ,  w h e r e  s t a n d s  w e r e  l e t 
t o  a s  m a n y  a u c t i o n e e r s  a s  w i s h e d  t o  t a k e  t h e m .  M u c h  l e s s  o f  t h e i r  f i s h  w a s 
c o n d e m n e d   t h e r e   a s   unfit for human consumption.

I n  e v i d e n c e ,  t h e  M e l b o u r n e  C o r p o r a t i o n  M a r k e t  I n s p e c t o r ,  S  M c K e e ,  s a i d 
t h a t  o n l y  a  s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a n  f i s h  n e e d e d  t o  b e  c o n d e m n e d  u p o n 
a r r i v a l  i n  M e l b o u r n e .  ' A s  a  r u l e  t h e  f i s h  i s  v e r y  carefully packed, and when it is well
covered with ice none of it goes bad, p r o v i d e d  i t  i s  g o o d  b e f o r e  i t  l e a v e s . '  I c e d 
f i s h ,  i t  s e e m s ,  r e a c h e d  M e l b o u r n e  i n  m u c h  b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n  t h a n  A d e l a i d e . 
P e r h a p s  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  i c e  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  i t .  S o m e  s a l t w a t e r 
f i s h e r s  g a v e  c o n t r a r y  e v i d e n c e  t o  t h e  R o y a l  C o m m i s s i o n ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e y  h a d 
always been treated fairly by Edwin Daw.

After considering all the evidence, the commissioners said:
[We] have now come to the conclusion that the system in vogue in Melbourne of
letting stands in the market to as many auctioneers as care to apply for them is much
preferred to that followed in Adelaide where a wholesale monopoly practically
exists.35

T h e y  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  ' t h e  A d e l a i d e  c o r p o r a t i o n  b e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  i n v i t e d  t o 
e n c o u r a g e  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  a u c t i o n i n g  o f  f i s h  i n  t h e  C i t y  M a r k e t ' .  H o w e v e r , 
n o t h i n g  c o u l d  b e  d o n e  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  b e l i e v e d .  A n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e 
m a r k e t  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  C o u n c i l  t h a t  w a s  i n  p o w e r  w h e n 
D a w ' s  l e a s e  e x p i r e d  o n  3 0  J u l y  1 9 1 4 .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a s  w e  s h a l l  s e e ,  t h e  C o u n c i l 
w a s  f o r c e d  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  w i t h i n  t h r e e  years because of changes taking
place in Light Square.

I n  J u l y  1 9 1 0  T o w n  C l e r k  E l l e r y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  L a b o r  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t 
i n t e n d e d  s e t t i n g  u p  a  f i s h  m a r k e t  i n  L i g h t  S q u a r e ,  h a v i n g  b o u g h t  t h e  p r e m i s e s  o f 
t h e  A d e l a i d e  I c e  a n d  C o l d  S t o r a g e  C o m p a n y .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  m a d e  n o  s e c r e t  o f 
i t s  d e s i r e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h i s  f a c i l i t y  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  l e s s  w e l l - o f f  p r o d u c e r s  o f  m e a t ,  f i s h , 
p o u l t r y ,  e g g s  a n d  f r u i t  t o  s e l l  t h e i r  g o o d s  a t  r e a s o n a b l e  p r i c e s  a n d  g a i n  a  f a i r  d e a l 
t h e m s e l v e s .  O n e  o f  t h e i r  s t a t e d  a i m s  w a s  t o  p l a c e  t h e  m a r k e t i n g  o f  f i s h  o n  a  s o u n d 
b a s i s .  A n o t h e r ,  w i t h  w h i c h  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a n s  o f  t o d a y  c a n  i d e n t i f y ,  w a s  t o  h e l p  t h e 
a v e r a g e  h o u s e h o l d e r  c o p e  w i t h  h i g h  t e m p e r a t u r e s  i n  s u m m e r .  T h i s  w o u l d  b e 
t h r o u g h  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  a n d  s a l e  o f  i c e  ' a t  a  p r i c e  w h i c h  w o u l d  render [it] a necessity
... instead of a luxury'.36 

This move by the Labor g o v e r n m e n t ,  f o l l o w i n g  s o  c l o s e  u p o n  t h e  h e e l s  o f  t h e 
R o y a l  C o m m i s s i o n ,  b r o u g h t  t h e  F i s h  M a r k e t  o n t o  c e n t r e  s t a g e  a t  C o u n c i l 
m e e t i n g s .  A s  M a y o r  L e w i s  C o h e n  ( e l e c t e d  1 9 0 9 )  s a i d ,  ' M e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  C o u n c i l 
c a n n o t  h a v e  t o o  m u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  F i s h  M a r k e t  a n d 
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t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  g e n e r a l l y ' .  T h e  T o w n  C l e r k  w a s  d i r e c t e d  t o  m a k e  c o n t a c t  w i t h 
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  P r o d u c e  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e i r  p l a n s  a n d  a l s o  t o  p r e p a r e  a 
s y n o p s i s  o f  t h e  e v i d e n c e  g i v e n  a t  t h e  R o y a l  C o m m i s s i o n . 3 7  P l a i n l y ,  t h e  C o u n c i l 
w a s  c o n s c i o u s  t h a t  t h e i r  v a l u a b l e  i n v e s t m e n t  w a s  a t  r i s k .  G e o r g e  E l l e r y  p r e p a r e d  a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s y n o p s i s  o f  t h e  e v i d e n c e ,  d e t a i l s  o f  h i s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t  P r o d u c e  E x p o r t  D e p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  h i s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t h a t  t h e 
C o u n c i l  negotiate with Edwin Daw to try to terminate his lease and throw the Fish
M a r k e t  o p e n  t o  a  n u m b e r  o f  a u c t i o n e e r s ,  ' w o r k i n g  i t  o n  t h e  s a m e  l i n e s  a s  t h e  S h e e p 
a n d  C a t t l e  M a r k e t s ' . 3 8  A f t e r  t h e y  w e r e  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e 
h a d  a g r e e d  t o  t a k e  n o  a c t i o n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  s e t t i n g  u p  a  f i s h  m a r k e t  i n  L i g h t  S q u a r e 
p e n d i n g  t h e  o u t c o m e ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  agreed that negotiations along the lines suggested
by Ellery should begin.

A f t e r  s o m e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  t h e  T o w n  C l e r k  a n d  t w o  C i t y  C o u n c i l l o r s 
m e t  w i t h  D a w  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 1 1 .  D a w  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w a s  p r e p a r e d  t o  d i s p o s e  o f 
h i s  l e a s e  ( w h i c h  s t i l l  h a d  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  y e a r s  t o  r u n )  p l u s  h i s  m a c h i n e r y ,  p l a n t 
a n d  f i x t u r e s  f o r  ₤ 8 , 0 0 0 .  T h e  C i t y  A c c o u n t a n t ,  H  P  B e a v e r ,  w a s  g i v e n  t h e  j o b  o f 
l o o k i n g  i n t o  t h e  f i n a n c e s  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  t o  s e e  i f  t h i s  w a s  a  f a i r  s u m .  H e  r e p o r t e d 
t h a t  h e  h a d  h a d  q u i t e  a  l o t  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  d u e  t o  ' t h e  l a c k  o f  a n  a d e q u a t e  s y s t e m  o f 
b o o k – k e e p i n g ,  a n d ,  i n  s o m e  r e s p e c t s ,  o f  p r o p e r  f i n a n c i a l  c o n t r o l ' .  D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  h e 
h a d  g a i n e d  a n  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  w a s  v e r y  p r o f i t a b l e .  I t  w a s ,  h e  s a i d , 
d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  p a r t s :  t h e  s a l e  o f  f i s h  o n  c o m m i s s i o n  ( m a n a g e d  a l m o s t 
e n t i r e l y  b y  A  E  W a t e r m a n ) ,  t h e  s a l e  o f  f i s h  c a u g h t  b y  Edwin Daw's own boats, and
the sale of ice together with cold storage f e e s .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  o n  s a l e s  w a s  t e n  p e r 
c e n t ,   w i t h   t h e   f i s h e r s   p a y i n g   for transport as far as the Adelaide Railway Station.39

W h e n  p r e s s e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  g r o s s  t a k i n g s  b y  t h e  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  o f 
h i s  b u s i n e s s  o v e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  D a w  w r o t e ,  ' I  h a v e  c o m e  t o  t h e 
c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  g i v e  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ' .  D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  t h e  C i t y 
A c c o u n t a n t  w o r k e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  b r o u g h t  i n  a t  l e a s t  £ 1 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r , 
p r o b a b l y  t w i c e  t h a t .  I n  J u n e  1 9 1 1  t h e  c o u n c i l l o r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s 
r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  f i s h  m a r k e t  f o r  a  p u r c h a s e  p r i c e  o f 
£ 7 , 5 0 0 ,  c o n d i t i o n a l  o n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  agreeing not to set up a fish market in Light
Square in competition. The g o v e r n m e n t  d i d  n o t  a g r e e  t o  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  a n d  a t  a  s p e c i a l 
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o n t h  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  a d o p t  t h e  r e p o r t 
a n d  b o r r o w  £ 1 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  w a s  l o s t  b y  t w e l v e  v o t e s  t o  t h r e e .  I t  w a s 
r e s o l v e d  t o  t a k e  n o  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n .  S o  t h e  m a i n  f i s h  m a r k e t  r e m a i n e d  i n  the hands of
one man. Although the Light Square premises created some c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  s t o r a g e 
a n d  s a l e  o f  f i s h  ( a m o n g  o t h e r  p r o d u c e )  i t  d i d  not make the hoped for inroads into the
sales at Grote Street.

While the state government, Adelaide City Council and Edwin Daw negotiated, the
fishing industry continued to operate vigorously in South A u s t r a l i a n  w a t e r s .  T h e r e 
w e r e  t h e n  a b o u t  t h i r t y - f o u r  c u t t e r s  f i s h i n g  t h e  G u l f  o f  S t  V i n c e n t ,  B a c k s t a i r s 
P a s s a g e  a n d  I n v e s t i g a t o r  S t r a i t  a n d ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  i n t o  l o w e r  S p e n c e r  G u l f . 
B a s e d  a t  G l e n e l g ,  w h e r e  a  b r e a k w a t e r  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 9 1 1 ,  t h e y  o f f - l o a d e d 
t h e i r  c a t c h e s  d i r e c t l y  o n t o  r a i l w a y  t r u c k s  o n  t h e  j e t t y .  F r o m  t h e r e  t h e  f i s h  a n d 
r o c k  l o b s t e r s  w e r e  t a k e n  t o  t h e  A d e l a i d e  R a i l w a y  S t a t i o n  w h e r e  t h o s e  d e s t i n e d  f o r 
t h e  A d e l a i d e  m a r k e t  w e r e  l o a d e d  o n t o  h o r s e - d r a w n  t r o l l e y s .  T h e s e  t r o l l e y s  w e r e 
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o w n e d  b y  D a w ,  w h o s e  s o n ,  H o w a r d ,  m e t  t h e  t r a i n s  t o  g e t  t h e  f i s h  t o  m a r k e t  a s 
q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  T h o s e  d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  M e l b o u r n e  m a r k e t  w e r e  r e - i c e d  b y 
a g e n t s  b e f o r e  b e i n g  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  M e l b o u r n e  E x p r e s s .  A b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  S o u t h 
A u s t r a l i a n  R a i l w a y s  b e g a n  r u n n i n g  i n s u l a t e d  b r a k e  v a n s  o n  s o m e  l i n e s  t o  c a r r y 
f i s h .  T h e s e  h a d  a  h a t c h  i n  t h e  r o o f  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  i c e  c o u l d  b e  t i p p e d .  S t e a m s h i p s 
w e r e  a l s o  i m p r o v i n g .  A n y  n e w  o n e s  c o m i n g  i n t o  s e r v i c e  o n  t h e  W e s t  C o a s t  a n d 
S p e n c e r  G u l f  r u n s  w e r e  f i t t e d  w i t h  c o l d r o o m s  a n d  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  S  S 
W o o k a t a ,   w i t h   a   refrigeration chamber.

F o r   m a n y   f i s h e r s   t h e n ,   t h e   s e c o n d   r e q u i r e m e n t   o f   a   v i a b l e   f i s h i n g   i n d u s t r y   
–   t h a t   t h e r e   b e   a   m e a n s   o f   c o n v e y i n g   f i s h   t o   m a r k e t   i n   a   w h o l e s o m e   c o n d i t i o n 
–   h a d   b e e n   m e t .   F o r   s o m e   a r e a s ,   t h o u g h ,   t h i s   w a s   n o t   s o ,   a s   i c e   w o r k s   w e r e   n o t   s e t   
u p   i n   s o m e   c o u n t r y   a r e a s   u n t i l   t h e   1 9 2 0 s   o r   1 9 3 0 s   o r ,   i n   t h e   c a s e   o f   K a n g a r o o   I s l a n d , 
n o t   u n t i l   t h e   1 9 4 0 s .   N o r   w a s   t h e r e   c o l d   s t o r a g e   o n   b o a r d   t h e   s t e a m e r s   K a r a t t a   
a n d   W a r r a w e e   t h a t   s e r v e d   t h e   i s l a n d .   O f   t h e   K a r a t t a   o n e   f i s h e r   r e p o r t e d ,   ' V e r y   
o f t e n   t h e   f i s h   a r e   u s e d   a s   a   r a c e   o r   a   b l o c k a d e .   I   h a v e   s e e n   b o x e s   o f   f i s h   u s e d   
t o   s e p a r a t e   p i g s   f r o m   s h e e p . 4 0   T h e r e   w e r e   a l s o   p r o b l e m s   w h e n   t h e   f i s h e r s   o r d e r e d   
i c e   f r o m   A d e l a i d e   b y   t e l e g r a m   a s   t h e y   h a d   t o   j u d g e   i n   a d v a n c e   w h e n   t h e y   w o u l d   
n e e d   i t .   S o m e t i m e s   i t   w o u l d   n o t   a r r i v e   u n t i l   w e l l   a f t e r   t h e y   h a d   caught the fish 
and packed it ready for market using their old standby, wet seaweed.

T h e  A d e l a i d e  F i s h  M a r k e t  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  D a w  f a m i l y 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  w e  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g .  A l t h o u g h  E d w i n  D a w  d i e d 
o n  1 2  M a y  1 9 1 7  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  h i s  e s t a t e  s o u g h t  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t w o  y e a r s  t o  t h e 
l e a s e ,  w h i c h  w a s  n e x t  d u e  t o  e x p i r e  i n  1 9 2 1 . 4 1  T h i s  w a s  a g r e e d  t o  b y  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l 
a t  a n  i n c r e a s e d  r e n t a l ,  a s  i t  h a d  h a d  t o  d e f e r  i t s  o w n  p l a n s  f o r  b u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  s i t e 
d u e  t o  h i g h  b u i l d i n g  c o s t s .  I n  1 9 2 0 ,  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s  t h e 
D a w  f a m i l y  a c q u i r e d  l a n d  n o t  f a r  f r o m  t h e  o l d  m a r k e t ,  t o  b u i l d  a  p r i v a t e  f i s h 
m a r k e t .  T h i s  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  M i l l  S t r e e t  t h r o u g h  t o  C o g l i n  S t r e e t .  T h e  C o u n c i l 
a p p r o v e d  t h e  p l a n s  t h a t  s a m e  y e a r  b u t  r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  p r o t e s t e d .  T h e 
C o u n c i l  t h e n  p r o p o s e d  b u i l d i n g  a n o t h e r  c o u n c i l  f i s h  m a r k e t  i n  t h e  A d e l a i d e 
p a r k l a n d s  b u t  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  d i d  n o t  a g r e e  t o  t h e  e n c r o a c h m e n t  i n t o  t h e 
p a r k l a n d s ,  a n d  w o u l d  n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b r i n g  i n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e 
C o r p o r a t i o n ' s  A c t .  T h e  f i r m  o f  E d w i n  D a w  T r u s t e e s  t h e n  w e n t  a h e a d  a n d  b u i l t  i t s 
o w n  f i s h  m a r k e t  i n  C o g l i n  S t r e e t .  I n  t h e  a d j a c e n t  p a r k i n g  a r e a  t h e y  d e v e l o p e d  a 
b o r e  f o r  a r t e s i a n  w a t e r .  A c r o s s  t h e  l a n e  w e r e  o f f i c e s ,  a n  e n g i n e  r o o m ,  a  c r a y f i s h 
( r o c k  l o b s t e r )  c o o k i n g  r o o m ,  a  s t o r e ,  a  b o x m a k i n g  r o o m  a n d  t o i l e t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a 
r o o m  t h a t  w a s  r e n t e d  o u t ,  f i r s t l y  t o  t h e  O k a y  C a f e  a n d  t h e n  t o  t h e  C o c k i n g 
b r o t h e r s ,  B a s i l  a n d  M a l c o l m  ( M a c ) .  ( S i n c e  t h e n ,  t h e  n a m e  ' C o c k i n g '  h a s  become
synonymous with fish wholesaling in South Australia.) In the fish m a r k e t  p r o p e r  t h e r e 
w a s  a  t r o u g h  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  o n e  w a l l  w h e r e  b u y e r s  c o u l d  g u t  t h e i r  f i s h  a n d  a  l a r g e 
r e f r i g e r a t i o n  p l a n t  t o o k  u p  o n e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  T h e  f i r s t  a u c t i o n  i n  t h e s e 
n e w  p r e m i s e s  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  M a y  1922 with A E Waterman as auctioneer and Howard
Daw as his deputy.

T h e  C o u n c i l  a c c e p t e d  ₤ 5 0  f r o m  E  D a w  T r u s t e e s  i n s t e a d  o f  e n f o r c i n g  t h e 
c o v e n a n t  t o  r e p a i r  c l a u s e  i n  t h e  l e a s e  w h e n  i t  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  f o r m e r  f i s h  m a r k e t 
p r e m i s e s  i n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 2 2 .  I t  p l a n n e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n  o f  t h e 
C e n t r a l  M a r k e t  b y  b u i l d i n g  t h i r t y - t w o  s h o p s  o n  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  f i s h  m a r k e t  a n d  t a k i n g 
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i n  t h e  n o r t h - e a s t e r n  b l o c k  w h i c h  w a s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  s i d e s h o w s .  A s  t h e 
A d v e r t i s e r  s a i d :  ' T h i s  w i l l  c o n s i d e r a b l y  e x t e n d  t h e  p r e s e n t  C i t y  A r c a d e  a n d  t h e 
a p p e a r a n c e   o f   t h e   City Market'.42 The old fish market was demolished in 1923.

T h e  f i r m  o f  E d w i n  D a w  T r u s t e e s  w e a t h e r e d  a n o t h e r  R o y a l  C o m m i s s i o n 
i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s ,  t h i s  o n e  d e v o t e d  e n t i r e l y  t o  t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y .  A t  t h e  e n d ,  t h e s e 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s  f o u n d :  ' t h a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  w a s  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o n  i n  a n  h o n e s t  a n d 
r e p u t a b l e  m a n n e r '  a l t h o u g h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  t r u s t  e s t a t e  o f  E  D a w 
o w n e d  a  l a r g e  r e t a i l  f i s h  b u s i n e s s  w h i c h  b o u g h t  a l l  i t s  s u p p l i e s  f r o m  t h e  C e n t r a l 
[ F i s h ]  M a r k e t  a p p e a r e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  ' t o  c r e a t e  a  p o s i t i o n  w h i c h  c a l l e d 
f o r  t h e  c l o s e s t  examination'. This was particularly so when viewed in conjunction with
a s t a t e m e n t  v o l u n t e e r e d  b y  t h e  m a r k e t  a u c t i o n e e r ,  A  E  W a t e r m a n ,  t h a t  w h e n 
s u p p l i e s  o f  f i s h  i n  t h e  m a r k e t  w e r e  s o  g r e a t  a s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t i o n  a m o n g 
t h e  b u y e r s  h e  f i x e d  t h e  p r i c e . 4 3  S o  o n c e  a g a i n  n o t h i n g  w a s  d o n e  t o  c h a n g e  t h e y 
s y s t e m  o f  m a r k e t i n g  f i s h  i n  A d e l a i d e .  T h e  d o m i n a n c e  o f  t h e  D a w  f a m i l y 
b u s i n e s s  r e m a i n e d ,  a s  i t  h a d  s i n c e  E d w i n  D a w  f i r s t  l e a s e d  t h e  ( t h e n )  n e w 
A d e l a i d e   C i t y   C o u n c i l   F i s h   M a r k e t   premises in 1888.

F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  t h e  s t o r y  o f  w h o l e s a l e  f i s h  m a r k e t i n g  i n  A d e l a i d e  i s  n o t  a 
h a p p y  o n e .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  w h e n  t h e  w o o d e n  s h e d  w a s  b u i l t  ' t o  p r o v i d e  s h e l t e r 
f o r  b u y e r s  a n d  s e l l e r s  o f  f i s h '  i t  h a d  s e e m e d  a s  t h o u g h  t h e  m a r k e t  w o u l d  o p e r a t e 
a l o n g  s i m i l a r  l i n e s  t o  t h e  s h e e p  a n d  c a t t l e  m a r k e t ,  w i t h  a n y  n u m b e r  o f 
a u c t i o n e e r s  c o m p e t i n g  f o r  b u s i n e s s .  A n d ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  f i s h  m a r k e t  d i d  o p e r a t e  i n 
t h a t  w a y ,  b u t  o n l y  f o r  a  b r i e f  f o u r  y e a r s .  T h e n ,  w i t h  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  a  m o r e 
s u b s t a n t i a l  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  C i t y  Council decided to lease the whole market to one person
and so a virtual m o n o p o l y  w a s  c r e a t e d .  T h i s  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  m e a n t  l e s s  w o r k 
f o r  t h e  C o u n c i l  b u t ,  i n  a  d e m o c r a c y ,  i t  w a s  a  m i s t a k e .  S u c h  a n  a c t i o n  l e f t  t h e 
C o u n c i l  o p e n  t o  a c c u s a t i o n s  o f  b o l s t e r i n g  a  m o n o p o l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  b y  t h e  n e w  L a b o r 
P a r t y ,  e v e r  a l e r t  t o  t h e  f a i l u r e s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  a n d  a n x i o u s  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s 
o f  o r d i n a r y  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e .  A s  w e  h a v e  s e e n ,  t h i s  a c c u s a t i o n  w a s  j u s t i f i a b l e  a n d , 
s a d l y ,  C o u n c i l ' s  s u p p o r t  f o r  a  m o n o p o l y  e x t e n d e d  t o  a p p r o v i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a 
p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d  f i s h  m a r k e t ,  o n c e  t h e y  h a d  o t h e r  u s e s  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  f i s h  m a r k e t 
s i t e .  T h e  D a w  f a m i l y  w a s  t h u s  a b l e  t o  r e t a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  f i s h  m a r k e t i n g  i n  A d e l a i d e , 
a n d   t h i s   w a s   t o   continue for another thirty-two years.

To complete the saga of the fish market I include the following information,
although it falls outside the time span (1870-1930) when William Shakespeare was an
inspector on the staff of the City Corporation.

Only after The South Australian Fishermen’s Co-operative Limited (formed at the
end of World War II) grew strong enough to compete, setting up its own cold store in
Adelaide, was the Daw family’s control of the fish market overturned. SAFCOL acquired
the premises in 1954.44
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