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T h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n  w a s  a  s o u r c e  o f  g r e a t  p r i d e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A d e l a i d e  i n 
t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  I t  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s 
c o u l d  b e  t a m e d  a n d  c i v i l i z a t i o n  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  A n t i p o d e s .  W r i t i n g  i n  1 8 7 5  t o  a 
B r i t i s h   h o r t i c u l t u r a l   j o u r n a l   a   l o c a l   resident enthused:

Y o u  s h o u l d  s e e  o u r  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s ,  u n d e r  t h e  c a r e  o f  D r 
S c h o m b u r g k ,  b r o t h e r  o f  S i r  R .  S c h o m b u r g k ,  d i s c o v e r e r  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a 
R e g i a  L i l y ,  y o u  w o u l d  p r o n o u n c e  t h e m  w o r t h y  t o  b e  n u m b e r e d  a m o n g s t 
t h e   m o s t   l o v e l y   p u b l i c   g a r d e n s   i n   t h e   w h o l e   world.42

W i l l i a m  H a r c u s  i n  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a ,  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n s , 
published in 1876 asserted:

... the glory of Adelaide and the pride of its citizens, is our beautiful Botanic
Garden, which under the magic wand of the accomplished D i r e c t o r ,  D r  R i c h a r d 
S c h o m b u r g k  h a s  g r o w n  i n t o  a  t h i n g  o f  b e a u t y  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  a  j o y  f o r  e v e r . 
T h e y  w h o  h a v e  s e e n  a l l  t h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  c o l o n i e s ,  w i t h o u t 
a   m o m e n t ' s   d o u b t   o r   hesitation given the palm to ours.43

S c h o m b u r g k  h i m s e l f ,  w h i l e  a c c e p t i n g  t h a t  t h e  b o t a n i c  g a r d e n  h a d  a  r o l e  a s  a 
p l a c e  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  a  ' t h i n g  o f  b e a u t y  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  a  joy for ever', believed
this role was not as important as the provision of an educational and scientific institution:

A  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n  i s  n o t  a  m e r e  c o l o n i a l  s h o w  g o t  u p  f o r  t h e  purpose of
attracting the colonists or stranger who may honor South Australia with a visit. It is
really an educational institution, by means of whose operation instruction may be
spread over the colony, as to the constitution, habits, and mode of culture of
introduced plants, not solely for the profit of individuals who may be engaged in the
culture of the soil, but for the ultimate benefit of the whole community which
furnishes funds for that purpose.44

P r o v i d i n g  a  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  ' p i c t u r e s q u e '  a n d  t h e  ' s c i e n t i f i c '  w a s  t h e  k e y 
t o  s u c c e s s  i n  c o l o n i a l  A d e l a i d e .  T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n  w h i c h 
o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1 8 6 5 - 9 1  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t o r s h i p  o f  S c h o m b u r g k  ( 1 8 1 1 - 
1 8 9 1 ) ,  i t s  s e c o n d  D i r e c t o r ,  p r o d u c e d  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n . 
I t  w a s  r e m a r k a b l e  f o r  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p l a n t  m a t e r i a l ,  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f  t h e  s i t e ,  a n d  t  l i e  l i n k s  d e v e l o p e d  w i t h  c o n t a c t s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  o v e r s e a s  t o  b u i l d 
u p  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n .  A  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  r e s e a r c h  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n t o  e c o n o m i c 
p l a n t s  f o r  u s e  i n  c r o p s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  G a r d e n s  p r o v i d e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r e c r e a t i o n a l 
r e s o u r c e  f o r  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  v i s i t o r s  f r o m  b o t h  c i t y  a n d  c o u n t r y .  W i l l i a m 



S h a k e s p e a r e  a s  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  S u n d a y  , S c h o o l  U n i o n ,  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  B o a r d 
f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  h o l d  a  c h i l d r e n ' s  p i c n i c  i n  B o t a n i c  P a r k  o n  S a t u r d a y  2 4  O c t o b e r 
1 8 8 3 .   P e r m i s s i o n   w a s   granted.45

E s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 5 5  t h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n  w a s  o p e n e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  1 8 5 7 . 
C o l o n e l  L i g h t  h a d  s e t  a s i d e  a n  a r e a  f o r  a  b o t a n i c  g a r d e n  i n  h i s  1 8 3 7  p l a n ,  b u t  t h e 
s i t e ,  l o c a t e d  i n  w h a t  w e  n o w  c a l l  t h e  W e s t  P a r k l a n d s ,  w a s  s u b j e c t  t o  f l o o d i n g  a n d 
h a d  t o  b e  a b a n d o n e d .  A  s e c o n d  s i t e ,  o c c u p i e d  b y  T h o m a s  A l l e n  a n d  u s e d  t o  g r o w 
f r u i t  a n d  v e g e t a b l e s ,  w a s  a l s o  a b a n d o n e d .  A  t h i r d  a t t e m p t  i n  1 8 3 9  w a s  m o r e 
s u c c e s s f u l .  J o h n  B a i l e y  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p l a n t i n g  a  g a r d e n  o n  t h e  n o r t h  b a n k  o f 
t h e  R i v e r  T o r r e n s ,  o p p o s i t e  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  o f  t h e  A d e l a i d e  Z o o l o g i c a l  G a r d e n s , 
b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s  f o r  i t  t o  c o n t i n u e .  I n  1 8 5 4  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l 
a n d  H o r t i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  b o t a n i c  g a r d e n 
o f  s o m e  4 7  a c r e s  ( 1 8 . 5  h a )  o n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e .  G e o r g e  W i l l i a m  Fr a n c i s ,  w h o  h a d 
l o b b i e d  f r o m  1 8 4 9  o n w a r d s  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  b o t a n i c  g a r d e n ,  w a s 
a p p o i n t e d  a s  f i r s t  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  H e  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  h a r d  w o r k  o f 
t h e  f i r s t  p l a n t i n g s  a n d  p l a n n i n g  s u c h  i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e s  a s  M a i n  W a l k ,  w h i c h 
p r o v i d e s  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s ,  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  w a t e r w a y s  w h i c h  c r o s s  t h e 
s i t e  d i a g o n a l l y ,  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  p a t h s ,  s e a t s ,  g r e e n h o u s e s  a n d  a  c o n s e r v a t o r y , 
a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  b e d s  f o r  e c o n o m i c  p l a n t s  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  p o s s e s s i n g 
medicinal value.46

The Schomburgk era

T h e  B o a r d  o f  t h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n  a p p o i n t e d  R i c h a r d  M o r i t z  S c h o m b u r g k  D i r e c t o r  i n 
1 8 6 5  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  F r a n c i s .  S c h o m b u r g k  h a d  c o m e  t o  A d e l a i d e  i n  1 8 4 9 
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  O t t o  a n d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l i s t  C  W  L  M u e c k e .  A l l  t h r e e 
w e r e  l e a d e r s  o f  a  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a n  C o l o n i z a t i o n  S o c i e t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  B e r l i n 
b y  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  l i b e r a l  r e f o r m s  w h o  w e r e  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  w i t h  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e 
u p r i s i n g s  t h r o u g h o u t  ; G e r m a n y  i n  1 8 4 8 .  R i c h a r d  S c h o m b u r g k  h a d  b e e n 
a p p r e n t i c e d  a s  a  g a r d e n e r  in Germany from about 1825 until about 1832 when
German g a r d e n e r s  h a d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  r e p u t a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  E u r o p e .  A f t e r  w o r k i n g  a t 
S a n s s o u c i ,  t h e  P r u s s i a n  r o y a l  g a r d e n s  a t  P o t s d a m  o n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  B e r l i n ,  h e 
f u r t h e r e d  h i s  c a r e e r  b y  a c c o m p a n y i n g  h i s  o l d e r  b r o t h e r  R o b e r t ,  l a t e r  S i r  R o b e r t ,  o n 
t h e  B o u n d a r y  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  B r i t i s h  G u i a n a  ( 1 8 4 0 - 4 4 ) ,  an expedition under the auspices
of the British Government and Royal G e o g r a p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .  R e t u r n i n g  t o  B e r l i n , 
R i c h a r d  p r o d u c e d  R e i s e n  i n  B r i t i s c h  G u i a n a ,  a  t h r e e  v o l u m e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e 
e x p e d i t i o n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  R i c h a r d  a n d  O t t o ,  b o t h 
p r o t é g é s  o f  t h e  e m i n e n t  A l e x a n d e r  v o n  H u m b o l d t ,  w e r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  m a k e  a 
n e w  l i f e  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a f t e r  t h e y  b e c a m e ,  i n  R i c h a r d ' s  w o r d s ,  ' b l a c k  s h e e p '  f o r 
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  l i b e r a l  c a u s e  i n  1 8 4 8 . 4 7  T h e  S c h o m b u r g k s  s e t t l e d  a t  B u c h s f e l d e 
( r e n a m e d  L o o s  i n  1 9 1 7 )  n e a r  G a w l e r ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  a c t i v e  i n  c o m m u n i t y  a f f a i r s . 
O v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  R i c h a r d  g a i n e d  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  f a r m i n g , 
h o r t i c u l t u r e   a n d   v i t i c u l t u r e   u n d e r   A u s t r a l i a n   conditions.48

U p o n  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  f i f t y - f o u r 
S c h o m b u r g k  w a s  a b l e  t o  u s e  b o t h  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  i n  E u r o p e a n  a n d  local scientific
circles and his enthusiastic approach to get support for i m p r o v e m e n t s  h e  p r o p o s e d . 
T h e s e  i n c l u d e d  h e a t i n g  t h e  O r c h i d  H o u s e ,  s t o v e  h o u s e s  a n d  C o n s e r v a t o r y  w i t h 



h o t  w a t e r  p i p e s ,  p a i n t i n g  t h e  g r e e n h o u s e s ,  o r d e r i n g  s o m e  6 0 0  n e w  l a b e l s  f o r 
p l a n t s ,  r e a r r a n g i n g  t h e  H e r b a r i u m ,  g e t t i n g  s a m p l e s  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  f r u i t s ,  f o r m i n g  a n 
e x p e r i m e n t a l  g a r d e n ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  ' f l o r i s t s '  f l o w e r s ' ,  d e v e l o p i n g  a 
r o s e r y ,  p r o v i d i n g  a  n e w  a v i a r y  a n d  s t r o n g e r  c a g e s  f o r  s o m e  o f  t h e  a n i m a l s  a n d 
u s i n g  a  p r e v i o u s l y  u n c u l t i v a t e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  G a r d e n  f o r  a  s y s t e m  g a r d e n  f o r  the
'scientific arrangement of the natural system of Plants'.49

T h e  e x t e n t  o f  S c h o m b u r g k ' s  l i s t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  h e  h a d  m a d e  g o o d  u s e  o f  b o t h 
h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  a n d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a s  t h e  n e w  D i r e c t o r  t o  g i v e  t h e  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  a 
v i s i o n  o f  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  T h e  p r o p o s a l s  w e r e  a n  e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f 
S c h o m b u r g k ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  g i v e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  r o l e s  o f  a  b o t a n i c  g a r d e n  -  a 
b a l a n c e d  a p p r o a c h  w h i c h  w a s  t o  b e  h i s  t r a d e m a r k  a n d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r e a s o n  f o r  h i s 
s u c c e s s  a s  d i r e c t o r .  O n  t h e  o n e  h a n d  h e  w a s  s u g g e s t i n g  r e a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t h e 
H e r b a r i u m ,  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  b e t t e r  l a b e l s  a n d  a  s y s t e m  g a r d e n .  T h e s e  w e r e  a l l  p a r t 
o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  b o t a n i c  g a r d e n  a s  w a s  t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  e x p e r i m e n t a l  g a r d e n  f o r  ' m e d i c i n a l ,  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  f o d d e r 
p l a n t s '  w h i c h  w a s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  m e m b e r s  o f  p a r l i a m e n t  a n d  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s 
l e a d e r s .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  h i s  p l a n s  f o r  b e t t e r  a n i m a l  h o u s e s ,  w h i l e  r e f l e c t i n g  h i s 
i n t e r e s t  i n  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  w o u l d  a p p e a l  t o  f a m i l y  g r o u p s .  I n  h a v i n g  a 
z o o l o g i c a l  c o l l e c t i o n  h e  w a s ,  l i k e  h i s  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  M e l b o u r n e  a n d  S y d n e y , 
p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  a c c l i m a t i z a t i o n  o f  a n i m a l s  a s  w e l l  a s  p l a n t s . 
K e e n  g a r d e n e r s  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  h i s  n e w  r o s e  g a r d e n ,  t h e  n e w  h e a t i n g 
s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  c o n s e r v a t o r i e s ,  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  o r c h i d  h o u s e  f o r  a 
v a l u a b l e  a n d  steadily increasing orchid collection.50 He also proposed an 'aquarium' for
N y m p h a e a c e a e  a n d  o t h e r  a q u a t i c  p l a n t s  p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  His first
recorded outward letter was to the City Corporation to purchase m a n u r e  f r o m  t h e  s t r e e t s , 
i n d i c a t i n g   a   p r a c t i c a l   a p p r o a c h   c o m b i n e d   w i t h   a   certain lack of self-consciousness.51

Although Schomburgk proposed a system garden in 1866 it was not e s t a b l i s h e d 
u n t i l  1 8 7 1  b y  w h i c h  t i m e  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  w i t h  m o r e  p o p u l a r  a p p e a l  h a d  b e e n 
c o m p l e t e d .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a  s y s t e m  g a r d e n  o r  c l a s s  g r o u n d  w h e r e  p l a n t s  a r e 
l a i d  o u t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  b o t a n i c a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e 
s c i e n t i f i c  r o l e  o f  t h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n .  T h e  D i r e c t o r  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  r e g r e t  t h a t  t h e r e 
w a s  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  of botany and hoped for better things with the 'rising
generation'.52

A n  i m p o r t a n t  e a r l y  p r o j e c t  w a s  t h e  1 8 6 6  p l a n t i n g  o f  t h e  a v e n u e  o f  M o r e t o n 
B a y  f i g s  ( F i c u s  m a c r o p h y l l a ) ,  o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  n a t i v e  s p e c i e s  t o  b e  u s e d  i n 
l a n d s c a p e  d e s i g n . 5 3  T h e  f u l l y  g r o w n  t r e e s  t o d a y  f o r m  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  a v e n u e  w i t h 
a  c a t h e d r a l - l i k e  q u a l i t y .  S c h o m b u r g k ' s  a v e n u e s  of 'the handsome American ash-tree'
(Fraxinus americans), Pinus insignis [Pinus radiata] and another of Araucaria species,
were useful as a design f e a t u r e  i n  h e l p i n g  t o  b r e a k  t h e  r a t h e r  f l a t  s i t e  i n t o  s m a l l e r 
s e c t i o n s  a n d  t o  provide visual interest. Adelaide's Botanic Garden site does not have the
a d v a n t a g e s  o f  S y d n e y ' s  s i t e  w i t h  i t s  h a r b o u r  b a c k g r o u n d ,  o r  t h o s e  o f  M e l b o u r n e , 
a  l a r g e  s i t e  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  R i v e r  Y a r r a ,  o r  t h e  h i l l s i d e  a n d  r i v e r  v a l l e y  s e t t i n g  o f 
H o b a r t ' s  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n .  A v e n u e s  w e r e  a  f e a t u r e  o f  m a n y  o f  t h e  f a m o u s  G e r m a n 
g a r d e n s  w h i c h  S c h o m b u r g k  k n e w  i n  h i s  younger days and those that remain in
Adelaide Botanic Garden have few c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  A u s t r a l i a n  b o t a n i c 



g a r d e n s   e s t a b l i s h e d   i n   t h e   nineteenth century.

The waterways were planted with trees such as weeping willows and i s l a n d s  w i t h i n 
t h e  s t r e a m s  w e r e  d e v e l o p e d  w i t h  s h r u b b e r i e s ,  f l o w e r s  a n d  s t a t u e s .  I m p r o v i n g  t h e 
p a t h s  w i t h  g u t t e r i n g  a n d  g r a v e l l i n g  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  a t  a  t i m e  w h e n  w o m e n  w o r e  l o n g 
s k i r t s .  T h e r e  w e r e  e x p e r i m e n t s  w i t h  grasses such as couch and buffalo to provide
lawns which could withstand A d e l a i d e ' s  l o n g ,  d r y  s u m m e r s .  S t a t u e s ,  f o u n t a i n s  a n d 
f l o w e r  b e d s  p l a n t e d  i n  t h e  f a s h i o n a b l e  g e o m e t r i c a l  p a t t e r n s  o f  t h e  d a y  a d d e d  t o  t h e 
p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  G a r d e n s .  L o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  o r g a n i z e d  a  p u b l i c  s u b s c r i p t i o n  i n  1 8 6 7 
t o  r a i s e  f u n d s  f o r  t w o  n e w  s t a t u e s ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h ,  ' T h e  A m a z o n ' ,  c a n  s t i l l  b e  s e e n 
n e a r  t h e  K i o s k .  T h e  u s e  o f  s t a t u a r y  i n  g a r d e n s  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  w i t h  w h i c h 
S c h o m b u r g k  w a s  v e r y  f a m i l i a r  f r o m  h i s  E u r o p e a n  t r a i n i n g .  H i s  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  t h e s e 
n e w  a c q u i s i t i o n s  n o t  o n l y  e n h a n c e d  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  g a r d e n s  b u t  c u l t i v a t e d  ' t h e 
p u b l i c  t a s t e  f o r  t h e  f i n e  a r t s ' ,  r e f l e c t s  t h e  t h e m e  s o  c o m m o n  i n  t h e s e  t i m e s  t h a t 
c i v i l i z a t i o n   w a s   t r a n s f o r m i n g   t h e   wilderness.

S t a t u a r y  a l s o  h e l p e d  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  a  m a t u r e  g a r d e n  w h i l e  t r e e s 
a n d  b u s h e s  w e r e  s t i l l  g r o w i n g .  O n e  f e a t u r e  s o o n  t o  p r o d u c e  a  great display was the
rosery planted with some 300 varieties; by 1868 the D i r e c t o r  c o u l d  r e f e r  t o  t h i s  a s  ' a 
m u c h  a d m i r e d  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  g a r d e n ' .  T h e  r o s e s  w e r e  p l a n t e d  i n  ' a m p h i t h e a t r i c a l 
r o w s ' ;   s o m e   4 0 2   c u l t i v a r s   a n d   42 species were listed in the 1878 Catalogue.54

The Victoria House
D u r i n g  t h i s  e a r l y  p e r i o d  S c h o m b u r g k  o b t a i n e d  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  V i c t o r i a  H o u s e  f o r 
t h e  g i a n t  w a t e r l i l y  V i c t o r i a  r e g i a  [ n o w  k n o w n  a s  V i c t o r i a  a m a z o n i c a ] .  T h e 
w a t e r l i l y  w a s  a l r e a d y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  n a m e s  o f  R o b e r t  a n d  R i c h a r d 
S c h o m b u r g k  w h o  h a d  s e e n  i t  g r o w i n g  i n  B r i t i s h  G u i a n a ;  R o b e r t ' s  s p e c i m e n s 
a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  l e d  t o  i t s  b o t a n i c a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 5 5  R e p o r t s  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d 
h o r t i c u l t u r a l  j o u r n a l s  o f  t h i s  ` v e g e t a b l e  w o n d e r '  p r o d u c e d  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t . 
R i c h a r d ' s  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h e  V i c t o r i a  H o u s e  w a s  a c c e p t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  h i m s e l f 
a d m i t t e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  quite risky because some members of the government considered it
an e x t r a v a g a n c e .  W h a t  i s  m o r e ,  h e  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  w a t e r l i l y  h a d  n o t  b e e n  g r o w n 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  E u r o p e  b e f o r e  h e  l e f t  f o r  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  t h a t  h e  h a d  no practical
experience of growing one.56

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  f o r e b o d i n g s ,  t h e  v e n t u r e  w a s  a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  T h e  f l o w e r i n g  o f 
' t h i s  m a g n i f i c e n t  q u e e n  o f  a q u a t i c s '  p r o d u c e d  a  d e g r e e  o f  e x c i t e m e n t  i n  A d e l a i d e 
c o m p a r a b l e  t o  B r a d m a n ' s  c r i c k e t  s c o r e s  a t  t h e  A d e l a i d e  O v a l  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s .  T h e 
R e g i s t e r  o f  1 2  O c t o b e r  1 8 6 8  r e p o r t e d  5 8 4 0  v i s i t o r s  o n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  S u n d a y .  T h e r e 
w e r e  a s  m a n y  a s  3 0  0 0 0  v i s i t o r s  i n  a  f o u r  w e e k  p e r i o d  a n d  a b o u t  3 0 0  0 0 0 
v i s i t o r s  a  y e a r  - r e m a r k a b l e  p o p u l a r i t y  g i v e n  t h a t  t h e  1 8 6 6  c e n s u s  g a v e  t h e  w h o l e 
S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  1 6 3  0 0 0 .  T h e  f l o w e r s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  u p  t o  1 3 
i n c h e s  ( 3 3 c m )  i n  d i a m e t e r  a n d  t h e  l e a v e s  u p  t o  6  f e e t  4  i n c h e s  ( 1 9 3 c m )  i n  d i a m e t e r . 
N e w s p a p e r s  p r i n t e d  h o u r  b y  h o u r  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  f l o w e r s . 5 7 

A f t e r  D r  S c h o m b u r g k  g a v e  a  t a l k  o n  t h e  V i c t o r i a  t o  t h e  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  ( l a t e r 
t h e  R o y a l  S o c i e t y )  o n  2 9  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 6 8  t h e  E x a m i n e r  a n d  D a i l y  T e l e g r a p h 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  ' t h e  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  of the Society were tendered to the Doctor for his
successful raising of the V i c t o r i a  R e g i n a  [ s i c ] ' .  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a n s  w e r e  p r o u d  o f 
t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  f l o w e r i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e  p l a n t  p o s s e s s e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r e s t i g e  a n d 



w a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g r o w . 5 8  T h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s  i n  M e l b o u r n e  g r e w  t h e  r o y a l 
waterlily shortly before Adelaide's Victoria, but their staff could not match
S c h o m b u r g k ' s  c o n s i s t e n t  s u c c e s s  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  s e a s o n s .  A d e l a i d e  i s  t h e  o n l y 
A u s t r a l i a n   b o t a n i c   g a r d e n   w h i c h   h a s   r e g u l a r l y   c u l t i v a t e d   t h e   V i c t o r i a   since 1868.

O n e  v i s i t o r  w a s  n o t  i m p r e s s e d .  I n  a  l e t t e r  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Advertiser a
writer with the nom de plume of 'Jolly Humbug' referred to a ` d i r t y - l o o k i n g '  f l o w e r 
w h i c h   h e   a d m i t t e d   w a s   3 0   h o u r s   o l d   a n d   m i g h t   h a v e   been on the wane:

T h e  w h o l e  f r o t h  t h a t  w e  h a v e  h e a r d  a b o u t  t h e  f l o w e r  i s  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  G e r m a n 
b u m p t i o u s  b r a g ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  e l s e .  T h e  w a t e r - w h e e l  a n d  the leaves are by far
the best part of the show.59

H o w e v e r  t h e  e d i t o r ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  h i m s e l f  m i g h t  b e  i n  ` t h e 
w a n e  o f  l i f e ' ,  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  ' t o o  l a t e  i n  t h e  d a y  t o  m a k e  f u n  o f  t h e 
V i c t o r i a  R e g i a '  a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  v i s i t o r s  w e r e  n u m e r o u s  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i v e .  T h e 
E x a m i n e r  a n d  D a i l y  T e l e g r a p h  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  V i c t o r i a  H o u s e  a s  ' a  model of
gracefulness', commenting that . . .  t h e  i m m e n s e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n 
m a d e  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f e w  m o n t h s  a r e  a  c r e d i t  t o  t h e  s k i l l  a n d  t a s t e  o f  D r . 
S c h o m b u r g k   and the liberality of the Government.60

T h e  O b s e r v e r  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  D o c t o r ' s  V i c t o r i a  H o u s e  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  a s  ' a 
S y d e n h a m  P a l a c e  i n  m i n i a t u r e '  a n d  ' t h e  g r e a t e s t  u n d e r t a k i n g  t h a t  h e  h a s  y e t 
a t t e m p t e d ' .  R e f e r r i n g  t o  ' t h e  F a i r y l a n d  t h a t  i s  t o  b e '  t h e  w r i t e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  a s 
p l a n t s  g r e w  ' t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a  t r o p i c a l  l a k e  e m b o s o m e d  i n  a  s e m i - t r o p i c a l  f o r e s t  -  a n 
e p i t o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  l u x u r i a n t  s c e n e r y  i n  t h e  w o r l d  ' A l l  t h e  a r t  o f  E u r o p e a n 
h o r t i c u l t u r e  w i l l  b e  e m p l o y e d  t o  d i s p l a y  t h e  w o n d e r s  o f  A m e r i c a n  a n d  I n d i a n 
v e g e t a t i o n ' . 6 1  T h e  V i c t o r i a  H o u s e ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  a c c o m m o d a t e  e p i p h y t i c  a n d 
t e r r e s t r i a l  o r c h i d s  a n d  other plants requiring warm, humid conditions such as
Dracaena, Croton, C a l a d i u m ,  D i e f f e n b a c h i a ,  A n t h u r i u m  a n d  M a r a n t a ,  p r o v i d e d  o n e 
o f  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  a n d  n o t i c e a b l e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w h i c h  h e l p e d  t o  b u i l d  u p  t h e 
prestige of the Botanic Garden and with it Schomburgk's own reputation. S c h o m b u r g k 
w r o t e  t h a t  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  w a s  t h e  m o s t  n u m e r o u s  a n d  v a l u a b l e  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n 
h e m i s p h e r e ,  t h e  k i n d  o f  c o m m e n t  w h i c h  w o u l d  b r i n g  a  g l o w  o f  p a r o c h i a l  p r i d e  t o  h i s 
r e a d e r s .  T h e  d i s p l a y  w i t h  i t s  o r c h i d s  a n d  c l i m b e r s  t r a i n e d  a l o n g  t h e  r a f t e r s ,  i t s  f e r n s 
a n d  p h i l o d e n d r o n s  w a s  a l s o  i n t e n d e d  t o  i n t e r e s t  t h e  g a r d e n e r  w h o  m i g h t  w i s h  t o 
g r o w  t r o p i c a l  p l a n t s  a t  h o m e ,  f o r  b y  t h i s  t i m e  s u c c e s s f u l  s e t t l e r s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h i n g 
f i n e   houses in which conservatories were considered an asset.

T h e   P a l m   H o u s e 
A vast increase in the collection of tropical plants62 and overcrowding in e x i s t i n g 
g l a s s h o u s e s  l e d  S c h o m b u r g k  t o  m a k e  a n  e l o q u e n t  a p p e a l  f o r  a  n e w  T r o p i c a l  H o u s e 
i n  h i s  1 8 7 3  R e p o r t .  A  n u m b e r  o f  p l a n t s  h a d  r e a c h e d  t  lie roof or would shortly do so,
and he argued:

. . .  i t  w o u l d  i n d e e d  b e  a  s a c r i l e g e  t o  t o p  t h e s e  f i n e  s p e c i m e n s ,  a n d  s o  s p o i l  t h e m 
f o r  e v e r .  W e  h a v e  a t  p r e s e n t  b a r e l y  s u f f i c i e n t  r o o m  t o  a f f o r d  a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
a n d  d i s p l a y  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  a n d  v a l u a b l e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p l a n t s ,  a n d  a s 
o v e r c r o w d i n g  i s  s o  d a n g e r o u s  f o r  t h e m ,  i t  i s  i n d i s p e n s a b l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e i r 
h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  t h a t  m e a n s  s h o u l d  b e  f o u n d  t o  e r e c t  a  n e w  a n d  c o m m o d i o u s 



s t r u c t u r e   w h i c h   i s   now so much required.

A  n e w  s t r u c t u r e  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p l a n t s  f o r  many years
to come'. He had heard:

... very favourable accounts of a palm-house built of iron in Bremen, w h i c h  i s 
c o n s i d e r e d  o n e  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  i t s  k i n d  i n  G e r m a n y ,  f o r  i t s 
t a s t e f u l   a n d   e l e g a n t   p r o p o r t i o n s   a n d   g e n e r a l   suitableness.

T h i s  p a l m - h o u s e ,  o w n e d  b y  a  m a n  n a m e d  R o t h e r m u n d ,  S c h o m b u r g k 
a r g u e d  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  m o d e l  f o r  o n e  i n  A d e l a i d e  a n d  h e  w a x e d  e l o q u e n t  a s  h e 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s t r u c t u r e .  I t  w o u l d  h a v e  a  r o t u n d a  w i t h  a n  o r n a m e n t a l 
f o u n t a i n  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  p a l m s  a n d  t r e e - f e r n s .  T h e s e  c o u l d  b e  p l a n t e d  d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e 
g r o u n d  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  g r o w n  i n  pots, enabling 'luxuriant growth' and the display of
`their graceful and

n o b l e   f o l i a g e   t o   g r e a t e r   a d v a n t a g e ' .   H e   e s t i m a t e d   t h a t   t h e   p r o p o s e d   g

P a l m  H o u s e  w o u l d  c o s t  a b o u t  ₤ 1 4 0 0 ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a  s p e c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t 
g r a n t .   H o w e v e r ,   t h e   D i r e c t o r   w r o t e   p e r s u a s i v e l y   t h a t   w i t h   such a structure:

I  t h i n k  o u r  g a r d e n  w o u l d  b e  c o m p l e t e ,  a n d  w o u l d  a d d  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  f a m e 
w h i c h   i t   a l r e a d y   p o s s e s s e s   i n   t h e   n e i g h b o u r i n g   c o l o n i e s   and abroad.

I n  a  c o l o n y  h e a v i l y  d e p e n d a n t  o n  p r i m a r y  i n d u s t r y ,  a  f a v o u r a b l e  s e a s o n 
i n c r e a s e d  t h e  c h a n c e s  o f  g e t t i n g  a  s p e c i a l  g r a n t . 6 3  T h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  t h e  P a l m 
H o u s e  w o u l d  b r i n g  f u r t h e r  p r e s t i g e  t o  t h e  c o l o n y  w a s  a  p e r s u a s i v e  o n e .  B y 
1 8 7 4  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a d  a p p r o v e d  t h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n ' s 
p r o p o s a l  a n d  a n  o r d e r  w a s  p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  J  H o p e r  o f  B r e m e n . 
T h e  a r c h i t e c t  s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t  w a s  G u s t a v  R u n g e ,  w h o  h a d  d e s i g n e d 
R o t h e r m u n d ' s  p a l m - h o u s e .  R u n g e ,  w h o  h a d  a l s o  p r e v i o u s l y  d e s i g n e d  t h e 
P h i l a d e l p h i a  O p e r a  H o u s e ,  t h e  C u s t o m s  H o u s e  i n  B r e m e n  a n d  t h e  B r e i t e n w e g 
B a t h s ,  h a d  w o n  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t  f o r  h e a t i n g  a n d  v e n t i l a t i o n . 6 4 

T h e  p r e f a b r i c a t e d  p a l m  h o u s e ,  a n  i r o n  a n d  g l a s s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  u s i n g  a 
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  w r o u g h t  a n d  c a s t  i r o n ,  o n e  h u n d r e d  f e e t  l o n g  a n d  t h i r t y  feet wide
(30.5m by 10m), arrived in Adelaide in August 1875.

T h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  h a d  s e e n  g r e a t  a d v a n c e s  i n  b o t h  h e a t i n g  a n d 
v e n t i l a t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s .  H o l l o w  c a s t  i r o n  s u p p o r t s  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  w h i c h  c o u l d 
s u p p o r t  t h e  r o o f  a n d  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n d u i t  f o r  r a i n w a t e r  f r o m  t h e  r o o f .  I n  B r i t a i n ,  n e w 
t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  p r o d u c i n g  g l a s s ,  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  G l a s s  A c t  i n  1 8 4 5 ,  c o m b i n e d  w i t h 
l o w e r  p r i c e s  f o r  c o a l  a n d  i r o n ,  a n d  i m p r o v e d  p r o d u c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  i r o n  a l l 
f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  g l a s s h o u s e s .  C o n s e r v a t o r i e s  b e c a m e  f a s h i o n a b l e  a m o n g s t 
t h e  w e l l - t o - d o  a t  a  t i m e  w h e n  t h e r e  w a s  e n o r m o u s  i n t e r e s t  i n  h o r t i c u l t u r e  a s 
a  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y .  P i o n e e r i n g  w o r k  i n  d e s i g n  s a w  g l a s s h o u s e s  e r e c t e d  i n  t h e 
b o t a n i c a l  g a r d e n s  o f  D u b l i n ,  B e l f a s t  a n d  K e w  b e t w e e n  1 8 3 9 - 1 8 4 8 .  T h e  C r y s t a l 
P a l a c e  o f  1 8 5 1  w a s  t h e  e p i t o m e  o f  t h i s  n e w  t e c h n o l o g y .  I n  G e r m a n y  l a r g e 
g l a s s h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t  a f t e r  t h e  1 8 6 0 s  i n  t h e  b o t a n i c  g a r d e n s  o f  B e r l i n , 
K a r l s r u h e ,  S c h o n b r u n n ,  S t r a s b o u r g  a n d  W u r z b u r g :  i n  t h e s e  E u r o p e a n  h o t h o u s e s 
t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  p l a n t  a m o n g  t h e  e x o t i c  vegetation raised was the palm.65 The new
Palm House in Adelaide was c o m p a r a b l e  i n  s i z e  w i t h  s u c h  o v e r s e a s  c o u n t e r p a r t s  a s 



t h o s e  i n  E d i n b u r g h  a n d  F l o r e n c e . 6 6  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  E u r o p e a n 
g l a s s h o u s e s  h a v e  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d  b y  f i r e  o r  w a r - t i m e  d a m a g e ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  w e r e 
d e m o l i s h e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f 
m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e m .  A d e l a i d e ' s  O l d  P a l m  H o u s e  i s  t h e  f i n e s t  V i c t o r i a n  g l a s s h o u s e 
r e m a i n i n g  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d ,  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h ,  t h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g 
e x a m p l e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  G e r m a n  c a s t  i r o n / w r o u g h t  iron conservatory architecture of
its period.67

S c h o m b u r g k  h i m s e l f  s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t r o p i c a l  p l a n t s  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r 
g l a s s h o u s e s  a t  t h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n  i n c l u d i n g  a  s i x t e e n  f o o t  ( 4 . 9 m )  h i g h  L a t a n i a 
b o r b o n i c a  [ L i v i s t o n a  c h i n e n s i s ]  w h i c h  w a s  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e 
r o t u n d a  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  p l a n t s  w i t h  v a r i e g a t e d  l e a v e s .  N e a r b y  t h e r e  w a s  a 
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t a l l  t r e e - f e r n s  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  Queensland, New Zealand and Port Natal.
There was a selection of c l i m b i n g  p l a n t s  o n  t h e  e i g h t  p i l l a r s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  r o t u n d a 
a n d  s m a l l e r  p l a n t s  b y  t h e  r e d  a n d  b l u e d  t i l e d  w a l k w a y s .  L i t t l e  c h a n g e d  t o d a y  i s  t h e 
g r o t t o  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  e n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  f r o m  s t a l a c t i t e ,  i m p o r t e d  f r o m  t h e  B l a c k 
F o r e s t  i n  G e r m a n y ,  w i t h  a  s m a l l  s t r e a m  c a s c a d i n g  o v e r  s t o n e s  i n t o  a  b a s i n .  T o  a v o i d 
f l o o d i n g  t h e  P a l m  H o u s e  w a s  p l a c e d  o n  a  r a i s e d  t e r r a c e  which was decorated with
flower beds and planted with bright annuals.

Opening the Palm House on 22 January 1877 Lady Musgrave said:

This splendid palm-house has crowned our gardens with a beauty – I may say
magnificence - which all Adelaide will appreciate with pride.68

T h e  D i r e c t o r  d e s c r i b e d  i t  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  a s  ' l i k e  a  f a i r y  t a l e  o f  t h e  t h o u s a n d 
a n d  o n e  n i g h t s ' .  T h e  t o t a l  c o s t  w a s  £ 3 8 0 0  e x c l u d i n g  p a i n t i n g  a n d  g l a z i n g  d o n e  b y 
t h e  G a r d e n ' s  o w n  w o r k m e n .  I r o n w o r k  a n d  g l a s s ,  i n c l u d i n g  f r e i g h t  a n d 
c o m m i s s i o n ,  c o s t  £  1 3 0 0  a n d  b u i l d i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  of the terrace, the flight of steps
and statuary approximately £2500. H o w e v e r  w i t h i n  t h r e e  m o n t h s  S c h o m b u r g k  w a s 
w r i t i n g   i n   h i s   r e p o r t   for 1876-7

N o  d o u b t  t h e  w h o l e  u n d e r t a k i n g  i s  a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s ;  b u t  a s  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g 
p e r f e c t  i n  t h i s  w o r l d ,  s o  i t  i s  w i t h  o u r  P a l m  H o u s e ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  a t  l e a s t  t w i c e  a s 
l a r g e .  I n  a  f e w  y e a r s  b y  t h e  s t e a d y  i n c r e a s e  o f  t r o p i c a l  p l a n t s ,  t h e  h o u s e  w i l l  b e 
o v e r c r o w d e d ,   a n d   t h e   n o b l e   p a l m s   will soon have reached the roof.

T h i s  w a s  a  d o w n - t o - e a r t h  r e m a r k  i n  s o m e  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t a l k  o f  ' t h e 
f a i r y  t a l e  o f  a  t h o u s a n d  a n d  o n e  n i g h t s ' .  T h e  p r o b l e m  w a s  t h a t  t h e  p a l m s  g r e w  a l m o s t 
t o o  l u x u r i a n t l y  a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  t h e m  c o u l d  n o t  b e  t o p p e d .  S o m e  m i g h t  h a v e  t o  b e 
r e m o v e d  a l t o g e t h e r  t o  p r e v e n t  d a m a g e  t o  t h e  r o o f .  V e r y  s o o n  t h e  D i r e c t o r  w a s 
s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  P a l m  H o u s e  b e  e n l a r g e d  o r  a  n e w  b u i l d i n g  b e  a d d e d ,  b u t  a 
h u n d r e d  y e a r s  w e r e  t o  p a s s  b e f o r e  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  c a m e  t o  f r u i t i o n .  T h e  p r e s e n t 
D i r e c t o r  D r  B r i a n  M o r l e y  a n d  h i s  B o a r d  s u c c e e d e d  i n  o b t a i n i n g  a  s p e c i a l 
B i c e n t e n n i a l   g r a n t   to build the new Tropical Conservatory, opened in November 1989.

Tree-planting

S c h o m b u r g k  b e g a n  p l a n t i n g  t h e  a r b o r e t u m  i n  t h e  n o r t h - e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  G a r d e n s  i n 
1 8 6 7 .  H e  w r o t e  t h a t  y e a r  t h a t  t h e  a r b o r e t u m ,  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t r e e s  g r o w n  t o 
i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  s p e c i e s  a n d  f o r m s ,  w o u l d  b e  p l a n t e d  w i t h  A u s t r a l i a n 



t r e e s  a n d  s h r u b s  f r o m  t h e  w e s t e r n ,  e a s t e r n  a n d  n o r t h - e a s t e r n  p a r t s  o f  A u s t r a l i a . 
S o m e  4 2  s p e c i e s  o f  E u c a l y p t u s  a n d  7 0  o f  A c a c i a  h a d  b e e n  r a i s e d  f r o m  s e e d  i n  h i s 
n u r s e r y .  T h e  a r b o r e t u m ,  t o  b e  s e e n  t o d a y  n e a r  t h e  n e w  T r o p i c a l  C o n s e r v a t o r y , 
a d j o i n e d  t h e  p i n e t u m  o r  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p i n e s .  T h e s e  t r e e s ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r o u p  o f t e n 
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  c o n i f e r s ,  e n j o y e d  g r e a t  p o p u l a r i t y  i n  l a t e r  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y 
B r i t a i n ,  Germany and Italy.69 Schomburgk wrote the next year that his pines were
thriving 'uncommonly well' and promoted the use of the stone pine (Pinus pinaster), the
aleppo pine (Pinus halepensis) and the Californian pine (now Pinus radiata) as being
very suitable for public tree planting. His support c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f 
c o n i f e r s  f o r  p a r k s  a n d   l a r g e  p r i v a t e  gardens; popularity which produced a legacy of
mature trees along the R i v e r  T o r r e n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  Z o o l o g i c a l 
G a r d e n s ,  i n  t h e  N o r t h  P a r k l a n d s  n e a r  L e f e v r e  T e r r a c e  a n d  i n  B o t a n i c  P a r k 
a l o n g   Hackney Road.

B e y o n d  t h e  G a r d e n ' s  c o n f i n e s  S c h o m b u r g k  w a s  a c t i v e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  c i v i c  t r e e - 
p l a n t i n g .  O n e  w a y  t h a t  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  a c h i e v e d  w a s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t 
b o d i e s ,  s c h o o l s  a n d  c e m e t e r i e s  w i t h  y o u n g  t r e e s  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n ' s 
n u r s e r y  -  r a n g i n g  f r o m  4 5 0 0  t o  1 2  8 0 0  b e t w e e n  1870 and 1879, then gradually
reducing as the Forest Board developed its n u r s e r y  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e r e  w e r e  f u r t h e r 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  v a r i o u s  s p e c i e s  w h e n  a n  e x t r a  8 4  a c r e s  ( 3 4 h a )  o f  t h e 
o l d  P o l i c e  P a d d o c k  w e r e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  f o r m  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  B o t a n i c  P a r k . 
S c h o m b u r g k  p l a n n e d  a  l a n d s c a p e  g a r d e n  a n d  a r b o r e t u m  w i t h  a  c a r r i a g e  d r i v e 
l i n e d  with shady trees and grassed areas with 'scattered clumps or single trees,
c o n s p i c u o u s  t o  t h e  e y e  b y  t h e i r  f i n e  f o l i a g e  o r  f o r m . ' 7 0  A l t h o u g h  t h e  s u m m e r  o f 
1 8 7 3 - 4  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h o t  a n d  d r y ,  w i t h  t e m p e r a t u r e s  o f  1 0 5 0  t o  1 1 1 ° F  ( 4 0 . 5 - 
4 4 0 C )  a n d  o n l y  o n e  i n c h  o f  r a i n  ( 2 5 m m )  b e t w e e n  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  F e b r u a r y ,  h e 
r e p o r t e d  o n l y  2 %  l o s s e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  g r o u p  o f  4 0 0 0  y o u n g  t r e e s  o f  t h e  9 0 0 0  i n  t h e  n e w 
p a r k , 7 1  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  e a r l y  p l a n t i n g  a n d  a s s i d u o u s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  w a t e r i n g 
e n a b l e d  y o u n g  t r e e s  t o  s u r v i v e  d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s .  ' I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  l o s s  o f 
t r e e s  b y  o t h e r  p u b l i c  b o d i e s  t h i s  s e a s o n  i s  v e r y  m a t e r i a l ;  b u t  I  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  i s  t h e i r 
o w n  f a u l t ' ,  h e  w r o t e ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  i f  t r e e s  w e r e  w a t e r e d  a d e q u a t e l y  w h e n  planted
they would withstand great dryness subsequently.72

S c h o m b u r g k  t r i e d  t o  p l a n t  a s  m a n y  v a r i e t i e s  a s  p o s s i b l e  o f  E u r o p e a n 
a n d  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  f o r e s t  t r e e s  s u c h  a s  a s h ,  o a k ,  b i r c h ,  l i m e ,  a n d  p i n e ,  a s  w e l l  a s 
t h e  b e s t  A u s t r a l i a n  t r e e s  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e r e  w e r e  a v e n u e s  o f  c o r k  e l m ,  M o r e t o n 
B a y  f i g  a n d  o r i e n t a l  p l a n e  t r e e ,  t h e  l a s t  o f  w h i c h  h e  s t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r 
p u b l i c  p l a n t i n g  a s  c o u l d  b e  s e e n  i n  P a r i s .  F u r t h e r  p l a n t i n g  w e n t  o n  i n  s u b s e q u e n t 
y e a r s  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  t r e e s  h a d  b e e n  p l a n t e d  b y  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  1 8 7 7 , 
w i t h  E u r o p e a n  a n d  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  f o r e s t  t r e e s  g r o w i n g  ' l u x u r i a n t l y '  a n d  r e a c h i n g 
a  h e i g h t  o f  1 0 - 1 2  f e e t  ( 3 . 0 - 3 . 7 m )  t h a t  y e a r  a n d  2 5 - 3 0  f e e t  ( 7 . 5 - 9 . 0 m )  b y  1 8 7 9 . 
T o w a r d s  H a c k n e y  R o a d  w h e r e  t h e  s o i l  w a s  f a i r l y  s t o n y  c o n i f e r s  s u c h  a s  P i n u s 
h a l e p e n s i s  ( A l e p p o  P i n e )  a n d  P i n u s  p i n a s t e r  ( t h e  M a r i t i m e  o r  Cluster Pine) were
planted.

T h e  P a r k  w a s  l a i d  o u t  s o  a s  t o  p r o v i d e  v i e w s  f r o m  a n  e l e v a t e d  v a n t a g e 
p o i n t  t o w a r d s  N o r t h  A d e l a i d e  t o  S t  P e t e r ' s  C a t h e d r a l  a n d  a c r o s s  t o  W a l k e r v i l l e .  A 
h a l f  c i r c l e  p l a n t e d  w i t h  s h a d y  t r e e s  w a s  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  s e a t s  s o  t h a t  t h e  f i n e  v i e w 



c o u l d  b e  e n j o y e d .  O v e r  t h e  y e a r s  t h e  t r e e s  h a v e  g r o w n  s o  t h a t  t h i s  v i e w  i s  n o t 
p o s s i b l e  t o d a y .  T h e  d r i v e ,  i n t e n d e d  f o r  c a r r i a g e s ,  w a s  p l a n t e d  w i t h  t w o  r o w s  o f 
a v e n u e  t r e e s  o n  e a c h  s i d e ;  t w o  h u n d r e d  p l a n e  t r e e s  o n  t h e  o u t s i d e  a n d  t h e  i n s i d e 
r o w  p l a n t e d  a l t e r n a t e l y  with the native Lagunaria patersonii (the Pyramid Tree or
Norfolk Island H i b i s c u s )  a n d  S t e r c u l i a  d i v e r s i f o l i a  [ B r a c h y c h i t o n  p o p u l n e u s ] . 
A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  w a s  a  g o o d  s u p p l y  o f  w a t e r ,  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  d r y  s u m m e r s  m e a n t  t h a t 
w a t e r i n g  b e c a m e  a  m a j o r  t a s k  i n  b o t h  t h e  P a r k  a n d  t h e  m a i n  p a r t  o f  t h e  G a r d e n s . 
T h e  1 8 7 9  R e p o r t  r e c o r d e d  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h o t  s u m m e r  w i t h  a  f o u r  week period when
shade temperatures fluctuated between 950F and 1 0 6 F  ( 3 5 1 - 4 1 C )  r e a c h i n g  1 1 3 F  ( 4 5 C ) . 
E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e r s  s t i l l  h a d  m u c h  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  s u c h  c l i m a t i c  e x t r e m e s ,  e v e n 
f o r t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e m e n t  h a d  b e g u n  i n  A d e l a i d e ,  a n d  i t  w a s  a n 
i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  t r i a l  a n d  e r r o r  p r o c e s s  o f  l e a r n i n g  w h a t  c o u l d  b e  g r o w n 
successfully on the Adelaide plains.

D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  B o t a n i c  P a r k  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  f u r t h e r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e 
R i v e r  T o r r e n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  b a n k s  f r o m  c o l l a p s i n g ,  a n d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f 
e n t r a n c e  g a t e s  a t  b o t h  F r o m e  R o a d  a n d  H a c k n e y  R o a d .  E a c h  g a t e  h a d  a  l o d g e 
w i t h  a  m a n  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  t r a n s i t  o f  c a r r i a g e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  P a r k  a l o n g 
t h e  c a r r i a g e  w a y  w h i c h  o p e n e d  i n  1 8 8 4 .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  7 7 7 2  c a r r i a g e s  a n d  s o m e 
9 0 0  h o r s e m e n  u s e d  w h a t  t h e  D i r e c t o r  d e s c r i b e d  a s  ' o n e  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  d r i v e s  i n  t h e 
s o u t h e r n  h e m i s p h e r e ' .  P e d e s t r i a n s  c o u l d  e n j o y  t h e  a v e n u e  o f  p l a n e  t r e e s ,  ' t h e 
abundance of shade' in hot weather and the fine views of Medindie and surrounding
suburbs. These facts and the way they were reported were c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a  s o c i e t y 
e a g e r  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  i t s e l f  o n  i t s  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ,  a n d  i t s  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  g e n t l e  a r t s  o f 
c i v i l i s a t i o n   a s   u n d e r s t o o d   b y   t h e   comfortable antipodean middle classes.

`Roughs and unruly boys'
T h e  s a m e  i s  r e v e a l e d  b y  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  c o i n  -  r e p o r t s  o f  ' r o u g h s  a n d  u n r u l y 
b o y s ' .  T h e  s a m e  n o  d o u b t  w h o m  S h a k e s p e a r e  p r o s e c u t e d  f o r  m i s b e h a v i o u r  i n 
t h e  T o r r e n s  L a k e !  F o r  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  m o r e  r e s p e c t a b l e  v i s i t o r s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e 
h o r s e m e n  u s i n g  t h e  n e w  d r i v e  i n  B o t a n i c  P a r k ,  t h e r e  w e r e  ' d i s o r d e r l y  p e o p l e  o f  b o t h 
s e x e s '  s l e e p i n g  i n  h o l l o w  g u m  t r e e s  o r  u n d e r  p i n e - t r e e s  a n d  w h o  w e r e  n o t  s o 
w e l c o m e . 7 3  Y o u n g  t r e e s  w e r e  u p r o o t e d ;  o t h e r s  a s  h i g h  a s  6 - 8  f e e t  ( 1 . 8 - 2 . 4 m ) 
w e r e  s n a p p e d  i n  t w o . 7 4  I t  w a s  ' r e a l l y  d i s h e a r t e n i n g '  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  w h o  h a d 
s i m i l a r  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  h e  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  a t  B o w d e n  w h e r e 
t h e r e  w a s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o b l e m  o f  u n r u l y  g o a t s .  D a m a g e  o c c u r r e d  a l o n g  N o r t h 
T e r r a c e  e v e n  w h e n  t h e  t r e e s  w e r e  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t r e e - g u a r d s .  S u c h  d a m a g e 
o c c u r r e d   i n   t h e   m a i n   p a r t   o f   t h e   B o t a n i c   G a r d e n s   t o o .   Schomburgk wrote of:

t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  v u l g a r  p r a c t i c e  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  G a r d e n  s u f f e r s  s o  much, viz.,
of cutting the seats, carving names in trees, and the grave a n n o y a n c e  o f  w r i t i n g 
i n d e c e n t  s e n t e n c e s  o n  t h e  p e d e s t a l s  o f  t h e  s t a t u e s  . . .  a n d  I  a m  s o r r y  t o  s a y 
t h a t  e v e n  i n  t h e  P a l m  H o u s e  t h e  b r o a d  l e a v e s  o f  t h e  l a r g e  P a n d a n u s  a t  t h e 
e n t r a n c e   d o o r s   a r e   suffering from this disgusting practice.

He had little doubt that the culprits were

. . .  r o u g h s ,  a n d  u n r u l y  b o y s  w h o  k i l l  t h e i r  t i m e  b y  f r e q u e n t i n g  t h e  G a r d e n 
m o r e  t h a n  I  w i s h  f o r ,  a n d  w h o  a l s o  o n  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  s h o w  d i s o b e d i e n c e 



t o   o r d e r s ,   a n d   i n s o l e n c e   t o   t h e   m e n   w h e n   reprimanded.75

T h e f t  w a s  a l s o  a  p r o b l e m .  A  d e t e c t i v e  w a s  e m p l o y e d  d u r i n g  1 8 6 8  a f t e r  a  s p a t e  o f 
r o b b e r i e s  o f  p l a n t s .  T h e  r u l e  w a s  a d o p t e d  t h a t  f l o w e r s  m i g h t  n o t  b e  b r o u g h t  i n t o 
t h e  G a r d e n s  a f t e r  ' o n e  o c c a s i o n  w h e n  a b o u t  twenty people came in with flowers in
their button-holes, and hundreds w e n t  o u t  w i t h  s o m e ' . 7 6  S m a l l  i t e m s  s u c h  a s 
h y a c i n t h s ,  r a n u n c u l i ,  a n e m o n i e s  a n d  p a n s i e s  a n d  m o r e  v a l u a b l e  i t e m s  f r o m 
g l a s s h o u s e s  w e r e  s o m e t i m e s  s t o l e n .  H o w e v e r  S c h o m b u r g k  c o u l d  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e 
c o n d u c t  o f  m o s t  o f  t h e  v i s i t o r s  w a s  ' o r d e r l y '  a i d e d  b y  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t w o  p o l i c e m e n 
o n  S u n d a y  a f t e r n o o n s  t o  p r e s e r v e  ' g e n e r a l  d e c o r u m ' . 7 7  S c h o m b u r g k  noted the
abominable nuisances perpetrated by a minority of visitors

a r e  n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  a n y  c l a s s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  n e i t h e r  d o e s  i t  preponderate
in any class; each has its own besetting foibles, such as destroying trees, plucking
flowers, stealing plants, cutting trees and seats, disobedience to orders and
indecorous conduct.78

O r d e r l y  c o n d u c t  i n c l u d e d  k e e p i n g  t o  t h e  p a t h s ,  r e f r a i n i n g  f r o m  p i c k i n g  t h e 
f l o w e r s  o r  n o t  b r i n g i n g  p e r a m b u l a t o r s  i n t o  t h e  G a r d e n s .  T h e  r e a s o n s  b e h i n d  t h e  l a s t 
a r e  n o t  c l e a r  a l t h o u g h  i t  w a s  p r o b a b l y  t o  p r e v e n t  d a m a g e  b y  p e r a m b u l a t o r  w h e e l s  t o 
t h e  p a t h s .  I t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  t h i r d  d i r e c t o r ,  M a u r i c e  H o l t z e ,  t h a t  p e o p l e 
w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  w a l k  o n  t h e  g r a s s  o r  s m o k e  i n  t h e  g a r d e n s .  T h i s  m i g h t  b e  a  l a n d 
o f  o p e n  s p a c e s  b u t  A d e l a i d e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1 8 6 0 - 1 8 9 0  w a s  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  d e c o r u m 
w a s   t o   be maintained, as William Shakespeare well understood.

Museum of Economic Botany
W i t h  t h e  P a l m  H o u s e  e r e c t e d  S c h o m b u r g k  b e g a n  t o  c a m p a i g n  f o r  h i s  n e x t  l a r g e 
s c a l e  p r o j e c t .  T h e  e x i s t i n g  M u s e u m ,  ' b u i l t  o f  r u s t i c  w o r k  i n  t h e  e x a c t  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f 
t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  P a r t h e n o n  i n  A t h e n s ' , 7 9  w a s  ' o n e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  g a r d e n 
m o s t  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  v i s i t o r s ' .  F o r  a l l  t h a t  i t  w a s  t o o  s m a l l .  M a n y  i n t e r e s t i n g 
o b j e c t s  h a d  t o  b e  ' s t o w e d  a w a y  f r o m  w a n t  o f  r o o m '  a n d  s p e c i m e n s  w e r e  i n  d a n g e r 
o f  d a m a g e  b y  d a m p  a n d  t h e  r a v a g e s  o f  t e r m i t e s .  H e  t h e r e f o r e  p r o p o s e d  a  n e w 
b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  e c o n o m i c  b o t a n y  c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  h e r b a r i u m .  A s  e a r l y  a s  1 8 7 0 
h e  p u t  f o r w a r d  ' h i s  f a v o u r i t e  s c h e m e '  t o  m a k e  t h e  m u s e u m  a  ' k i n d  o f  t e c h n i c a l  o n e ' 
w h e r e  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  p l a n t s  c o u l d  b e  e x h i b i t e d  b o t h  i n  their raw state
and in various stages of manufacture.80

F i n a l l y  S c h o m b u r g k  h a d  h i s  w a y  a n d  t h e  M u s e u m  o f  E c o n o m i c  B o t a n y  w a s 
b u i l t  i n  1 8 8 0 - 1 .  T h e  m o d e l  f o r  t h e  M u s e u m  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  M u s e u m  o f 
E c o n o m i c  B o t a n y  a t  K e w ,  o p e n e d  i n  1 8 4 7 .  A d e l a i d e ' s  M u s e u m  o f  E c o n o m i c 
B o t a n y  w a s  d e s i g n e d  a n d  s u p e r v i s e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  A r c h i t e c t - i n - C h i e f ,  E  J 
W o o d s .  I t  w a s  i n  t h e  ' A t t i c  s t y l e ' ,  104 feet long and 40 feet wide (31.7m by 12.2m) with
a central portico and f l i g h t  o f  s t e p s  t h u s  r e p e a t i n g  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  s t y l e  o f  d e s i g n  u s e d  i n 
t h e  f i r s t  m u s e u m .  T h e  b u i l d i n g  c o s t  E 2 9 0 0 ;  e x t r a  w o r k  s u c h  a s  r o u g h  p a i n t i n g  a n d 
most of the work of the fixtures being done by the Gardens' own staff.

Schomburgk worked for many months on the arrangement of items, h a v i n g ,  h e 
s a i d ,  ` n o  s k i l l e d  a s s i s t a n c e ' . 8 1  H e  m a d e  g o o d  u s e  o f  a  p r i n t e d  g u i d e  t o  t h e  d i s p l a y  a t 
t h e  M u s e u m  o f  E c o n o m i c  B o t a n y  a t  K e w .  A t  t h e  e a s t e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a 
s e p a r a t e  r o o m  w a s  s e t  a s i d e  t o  h o u s e  h i s  Herbarium which was a collection of



scientific plant specimens, dried and p r e s s e d ,  s t o r e d  b e t w e e n  s h e e t s  o f  p a p e r .  I t 
p l a y e d  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  p l a n t  s p e c i m e n s .  T h e 
f i n e  c e i l i n g  o f  t h e  M u s e u m  p a i n t e d  i n  c l a s s i c a l  s t y l e  b y  t h e  d e c o r a t i v e 
a r t i s t  W  J  W i l l i a m s  h a s  s u r v i v e d  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y .  T h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  n o w  l i s t e d  o n 
t h e  i n v e n t o r y  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E s t a t e .  S t a t u e s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  f o u r  seasons were
placed on the terrace, repeating the classical theme, though r e g r e t t a b l y  i t  s e e m s  t h a t 
t h e s e  w e r e  s o l d  a s  r e c e n t l y  a s  t h e  1 9 5 0 s .  A  t e r r a c e  w a s  f o r m e d  o u t s i d e  w i t h  l a w n s 
a n d  f l o w e r b e d s  s a i d  t o  b e  l a i d  o u t  in 'Greek style' in accordance with the classical style
of the building, the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h i s  w h o l e  a r e a  f o r m i n g  t h e  l a s t  m a j o r  p r o j e c t 
o f   t h e   Schomburgk era.

T h e  M u s e u m  o f  E c o n o m i c  B o t a n y  p r o v i d e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a d j u n c t  to the
scientific and educational role of the Botanic Garden. Besides the H e r b a r i u m  i t 
c o n t a i n e d  a  d i s p l a y  o f  p l a n t  p r o d u c t s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e i r  v a l u e  in food, construction,
medicine and technology. In this period when the p e t r o c h e m i c a l  e r a  w a s  i n  i t s  i n f a n c y , 
p l a n t  p r o d u c t s  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  p u r p o s e s  f o r  w h i c h  t o d a y  w e  w o u l d 
u s e  m e t a l  a l l o y s ,  s y n t h e t i c  f a b r i c s ,  p l a s t i c s  a n d  o t h e r  m a n u f a c t u r e d  m a t e r i a l s . 
T h e r e  w e r e  e x h i b i t s  s u c h  a s  l e a v e s ,  r o o t s ,  b a r k  u s e d  t o  d y e  f a b r i c s ,  d y e d  f a b r i c 
s a m p l e s ,  g u m s  a n d  r e s i n s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  d i s p l a y  o f  t h e i r  u s e  i n 
v a r n i s h e s ,  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  p r o d u c t s ,  ` i n d i a r u b b e r  a n d  g u t t a p e r c h a ' .  T h e r e  w e r e 
p l a n t s  y i e l d i n g  f i b r e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  d i s p l a y s  o f  r o p e  a n d  h o u s e h o l d  p r o d u c t s 
s u c h  a s  b a s k e t s  a n d  m a t s ,  a  d i s p l a y  o f  p l a n t  p r o d u c t s  s u c h  a s  c e r e a l ,  o l i v e s ,  a n d 
g r a p e  p r o d u c t s  u s e d  f o r  f o o d  a n d  b e v e r a g e s ,  a  c a r p o l o g i c a l  ( f r u i t )  c o l l e c t i o n 
a n d  a  t o x i c o l o g i c a l  c o l l e c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  m o r p h i n e  a n d  t h e  a r r o w  p o i s o n  u r a r i 
( c u r a r e )  w h i c h  S c h o m b u r g k  c o l l e c t e d  o n  h i s  B r i t i s h  G u i a n a  e x p e d i t i o n . 8 2  T h e r e 
w a s  a l s o  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p l a n t s  d a n g e r o u s  t o  l i v e s t o c k .  H e  h a d  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  h i s 
c o m p a t r i o t  P a u l  F o e l s c h e ,  h e a d  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y ,  p l a n t s  u s e d 
b y  A b o r i g i n e s  n e a r  D a r w i n  f o r  m e d i c i n e s ,  f o o d  a n d  d r i n k .  W h a t  w a s  n o t a b l e 
a b o u t  S c h o m b u r g k ' s  c o n c e r n  w i t h  p l a n t  m a t e r i a l  u s e d  b y  A b o r i g i n a l  p e o p l e  i s 
t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a n  e r a  w h e n  m a n y  p e o p l e  r e g a r d e d  A b o r i g i n a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f 
p l a n t  u s e  w i t h  i n d i f f e r e n c e  a n d  w h e n  e t h n o l o g i c a l  d i s p l a y s  a t  t h e  S o u t h 
A u s t r a l i a n  M u s e u m  w e r e  v e r y  l i m i t e d .  He was delighted with the popularity of the
Museum of Economic Botany e x h i b i t s  a m o n g s t  v i s i t o r s ;  i t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  e x c e e d e d  h i s 
o w n  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  Not only was there a strong belief current in the educational value of
such museum exhibits but the existence of the Museum would have provided a welcome
refuge for visitors on rainy days and in the middle of summer.

S c h o m b u r g k ' s  g r e a t  l o v e  f o r  t h e  H e r b a r i u m ,  w h i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  c o n t a i n e d 
s o m e  1 8  0 0 0  s p e c i m e n s  a n d  w h e r e  h e  w a s  ' a l w a y s  t o  b e  f o u n d '  i n  h i s  l a t t e r  y e a r s , 8 3 

w a s  n o t  s h a r e d  b y  h i s  s u c c e s s o r  H o l t z e .  V e i t c h  r e p o r t e d  a f t e r  h i s  1 8 9 3  v i s i t  t h a t 
' M r  H o l t z e  h o p e s  . . .  s h o r t l y  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e s e  e l s e w h e r e ' . 8 4  O n l y  a  f e w 
h e r b a r i u m  s p e c i m e n s  f r o m  t h e  S c h o m b u r g k  e r a  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  s u r v i v e d . 
D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  r o l e  o f  A d e l a i d e 
B o t a n i c  G a r d e n  w a s  m i n i m a l  a n d  i t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  D i r e c t o r s h i p  o f  N o e l 
L o t h i a n   t h a t   t h e   Herbarium and the botanical library were re-established in 1955.85

Developments after 1880
T h e  y e a r  1 8 8 0  c a n  b e  s e e n  a s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  g r e a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  p h a s e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d 



1 8 6 5 - 1 8 9 1 .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  y e a r  w h e n  t h e  m a i n  e n t r a n c e  g a t e s  t o  t h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n 
w e r e  o r d e r e d ,  c h o s e n  f r o m  t h e  p a t t e r n  b o o k  o f  T u r n e r  a n d  A l l e n ,  a  f i r m  o f 
a r t  f o u n d e r s  i n  L o n d o n ,  a t  a  c o s t  o f  F 4 5 4  1 5 s  9 d .  T h e  a t t r a c t i v e  g a t e s 
h e l p e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  i n v i t i n g  a t m o s p h e r e  f o r  v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  g a r d e n s  a s  t h e y 
l o o k e d  a l o n g  M a i n  W a l k  b u t  a l s o  w e r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n  e n h a n c i n g  t h e  s t r e e t s c a p e  o f 
N o r t h   T e r r a c e   a s   the main 'boulevarde' of Adelaide.86

T h e r e  w e r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t s  s t i l l  t o  c o m e  b u t  t h e  m a i n  w o r k  w a s 
n o w  d o n e .  S c h o m b u r g k  t u r n e d  s i x t y  n i n e  i n  1 8 8 0  a n d  d e s p i t e  being very active his
drive to begin new projects appears to have been less p o w e r f u l  i n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  o f  h i s 
t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  t h a n  i t  h a d  b e e n  e a r l i e r .  T h e  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a n  e c o n o m y  w a s  b a d l y 
a f f e c t e d  b y  p o o r  s e a s o n s  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 s .  T h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t s  w h i c h 
a r o s e  f r o m  h a n d i n g  o v e r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  m a m m a l s  t o  t h e  Z o o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n 
1 8 8 3 .  T h i s  n o t  o n l y  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t h e  a r e a s  w h e r e  t h e  c a g e s  h a d  b e e n  b u t  a l s o  f i v e 
a c r e s  ( 2 h a )  o f  l a n d  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  u s e d  f o r  g r o w i n g  c e r e a l s  f o r  f e e d .  A  l o n g  b a t t l e 
w a s  w a g e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s  B o a r d  a n d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e 
Z o o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  o v e r  t h i s  m a t t e r  w h i c h  c e n t r e d  n o t  only on the fate of the animals
themselves but on the issue of whether the A c c l i m a t i z a t i o n  a n d  Z o o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y 
s h o u l d  b e  g r a n t e d  p o r t i o n  o f  B o t a n i c  P a r k .  T h i s  w a s  o n e  b a t t l e  f o r  r e s o u r c e s 
w h i c h  S c h o m b u r g k  a n d  h i s  B o a r d  d i d  n o t  w i n .  A l t h o u g h  e x a m p l e s  o f  a  z o o  a n d  a 
b o t a n i c  g a r d e n  b e i n g  c o m b i n e d  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  E u r o p e ,  s u c h  a s  a t  t h e  F r a n k f u r t 
Z o o ,  i n  A d e l a i d e  a s  i n  S y d n e y ,  M e l b o u r n e  a n d  P e r t h  s e p a r a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s 
d e v e l o p e d . 8 7  T h e  S o c i e t y  a c q u i r e d  a  s e c t i o n  o f  B o t a n i c  P a r k  n e a r  t h e  A l b e r t 
B r i d g e   a n d   t h e   A d e l a i d e   Z o o l o g i c a l   G a r d e n s   w e r e   o p e n e d   i n   1883.88

T h e  p e r i o d  1 8 8 1 - 1 8 9 1  s a w  u s e f u l  b u t  n o t  d r a m a t i c  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  s i t e :  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  f e n c i n g  a n d  b r i d g e s ,  p a i n t i n g  o f 
g l a s s h o u s e s ,  s t a t u e s  a n d  s e a t s .  S t a t u e s  w e r e  p l a c e d  a r o u n d  t h e  M u s e u m  o f 
E c o n o m i c  B o t a n y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  S p r i n g ,  S u m m e r ,  A u t u m n  a n d  W i n t e r .  T h e  O b s e r v e r 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  ' n o t  v e r y  r e m a r k a b l e  for style', adding that Summer was
clothed in 'enough heavy drapery for a snowstorm'. However the Observer gave a
glowing account of a statue of A p h r o d i t e ,  s e t  i n  a  p o o l  o f  w i t h  l i l i e s .  T h i s  s t a t u e  k n o w n 
a s  ' V e n u s  a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  s e a '  w a s  o r d e r e d  f r o m  B e r l i n  b y  S c h o m b u r g k  a f t e r  h e 
h a d   admired a replica in Sydney.89

T h e r e  w a s  a  s t e a d y  a d d i t i o n  o f  b e t w e e n  2 0 0 - 5 0 0  n e w  p l a n t s  p e r  y e a r ,  s o m e 
p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  E n g l i s h  a n d  E u r o p e a n  n u r s e r y m e n ,  s o m e  a c q u i r e d  b y  e x c h a n g e 
w i t h  o t h e r  b o t a n i c  g a r d e n s . 9 0  W h i l e  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  o r n a m e n t a l  a n o t h e r  v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n ' s  work was the introduction of utilitarian or
economic plants.

Utilitarian plants

T h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  c o l o n i e s  o f  E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century
involved significant transfers of plant material from a wide range o f  s o u r c e s .  A u s t r a l i a 
i s  u n u s u a l  i n  b e i n g  a  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  ( w i t h  p e r h a p s  o n l y  o n e  e x c e p t i o n ,  t h a t  o f  t h e 
M a c a d a m i a  n u t )  e v e r y  c u l t i v a r  a n d  c r o p  p l a n t  h a s  b e e n  d e r i v e d  f r o m  a n 
i n t r o d u c e d  s p e c i e s .  T h i s  i s  a l s o  t r u e  o f  most ornamentals, lawn grasses and sown
pasture species.91 Ann Riddle's c h a p t e r  i n  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  m a k e s  t h a t  a b u n d a n t l y 
c l e a r   f o r   A d e l a i d e ' s   Parklands.



I n  1 8 6 8  S c h o m b u r g k ,  w i t h  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  v i g n e r o n  i n  h i s  e a r l y  y e a r s  i n 
S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i m p o r t  d r i e d 
s u l t a n a s ,  p u r c h a s e d  f o r  ₤ 5  s o m e  c u t t i n g s  o f  s u l t a n a  v i n e  f r o m  t h e  B o t a n i c 
G a r d e n s  a t  t h e  C a p e  o f  G o o d  H o p e .  I n  1 8 6 9  h e  d i s t r i b u t e d  s o m e  1 7 0 0  s u l t a n a 
c u t t i n g s  p r o d u c e d  f r o m  t h e s e  a n d  w a s  t a k i n g  g r a f t s  f r o m  v i n e  c u t t i n g s  f r o m 
t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  J a r d i n  d e  L u x e m b o u r g .  C u t t i n g s  w e r e  a l s o  s u p p l i e d  t o  o t h e r 
A u s t r a l i a n  c o l o n i e s .  h i  t h e  1 8 7 0 s  h e  w a s  i m p o r t i n g  v i n e - s t o c k  c o n s i d e r e d 
r e s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  d i s e a s e  p h y l l o x e r a .  H e  a l s o  w r o t e  a  p a p e r  o n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e 
d i s e a s e  a s  a n  A p p e n d i x  f o r  a n  A n n u a l  R e p o r t .  T h e r e  w e r e  r e p o r t s  o n  p a s t u r e 
g r a s s e s  ( a b o u t  2 0 0  w e r e  r e c o r d e d ) ,  g r a i n  c r o p s  a n d  f o d d e r  p l a n t s  a n d  o n  legumes
such as chick pea, ground nut, lentil, vetch, lupin, mesquite bean, s o y b e a n ,  t a n g i r  p e a , 
p i g e o n  p e a ,  w o o d  l a t h y r u s  a n d  d o l i c h o s .  T h e r e  w e r e  r e p o r t s  o n  o i l  c r o p  p l a n t s  s u c h 
a s  s u n f l o w e r ,  R i c i n u s  ( c a s t o r  o i l  p l a n t ) ,  p o p p y ,  r a p e ,  m u s t a r d ,  s e s a m e  a n d  f l a x  a n d 
f i b r e  p r o d u c i n g  p l a n t s  s u c h  a s  e s p a r t o  g r a s s .  V e g e t a b l e s  a n d  t u b e r s  s u c h  a s  b e e t 
a n d  k u m a r a  w e r e  r e v i e w e d .  O t h e r  p l a n t s  o f  n o t e  w e r e  p l a n t s  t o  b e  u s e d  i n 
d r u g s  a n d  medicines, in the fabric industry and for culinary purposes and beverages.
S c h o m b u r g k  i m p o r t e d  a n d  p r o m o t e d  n e w  t y p e s  o f  f i g  a n d  a l m o n d  c o n v i n c e d 
t h a t  t h e s e  h a d  g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l  i n  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a .  T h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h 
h a d  d o m e s t i c  a p p l i c a t i o n  s u c h  a s  t h e  p l a n t i n g  o f  f r u i t  t r e e s  a n d  t h e  d i s p l a y  o f 
a r t i f i c i a l  f r u i t s  s o  t h a t  v a r i e t i e s  w o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  k n o w n .  A l l  t h i s  h e l p e d  t o  j u s t i f y 
t h e   e x p e n s e   o f   t h e   G a r d e n   i n   pragmatic rather than aesthetic terms.

I n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p l a n t  s t o c k  f o r  t r i a l s  t h e  d i r e c t o r  m a d e  u s e 
o f  s u c h  c o n t a c t s  a s  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  n e t w o r k  o f  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n  d i r e c t o r s , 
d i p l o m a t s ,  v i c e - r e g a l  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  b u s i n e s s m e n .  A  n e w  c r o p  m i g h t  b e  p r o m o t e d 
o n  t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  p r o d u c e  a  p r o d u c t  t h a t  w a s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  b e i n g  i m p o r t e d  o r 
f o r  w h i c h  t h e r e  w a s  a  d e m a n d  i n  o t h e r  c o l o n i e s  o r  o v e r s e a s .  Y e t  w h i l e 
c o n t i n u i n g  w i t h  c r o p  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  h e  n o t e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  a n  e a s y  t a s k  t o 
i n t r o d u c e  n e w  industries. Although he might grow plants successfully for years in the
e x p e r i m e n t a l  g a r d e n  a n d  y e t  h a v e  n o  e n q u i r i e s  f o r  t h e m ,  h e  w o u l d 
n e v e r t h e l e s s  p e r s e v e r e  i n  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e i r  u s e f u l n e s s  m i g h t  e v e n t u a l l y  b e 
a p p r e c i a t e d .  T h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n  u n d e r  S c h o m b u r g k  w a s  t h e r e f o r e  performing
many of the functions later to be undertaken by Roseworthy A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e 
( e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 8 3 ) ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Agriculture, the CSIRO and the Waite
Institute in the twentieth century.

A  r e c e n t  r e s e a r c h e r ,  P e t e r  K l o o t ,  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  S c h o m b u r g k  a s  ` p r o b a b l y 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  p l a n t  i n t r o d u c e r  t o  h a v e  o p e r a t e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a ' .  C o m m e n t i n g  o n  t h e 
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a b o u t  8 5 0 0  s p e c i e s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  1 8 7 8  Catalogue he asserted that at that
time 'Adelaide Botanic Gardens had o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  l i v i n g  p l a n t  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e 
w o r l d  f r o m  w h i c h  p r i v a t e  and commercial interests were supplied'.9251 The statement is
difficult to s u b s t a n t i a t e ,  b u t  a s  d i r e c t o r  f o r  s u c h  a  l o n g  t i m e  a n d  a c t i v e  i n  p l a n t 
e x c h a n g e ,  S c h o m b u r g k  c e r t a i n l y  i n t r o d u c e d  a  v e r y  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  s p e c i e s 
a n d  h a s  t o  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p l a n t  introducers in
Australia.

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  r e p o r t s  o n  t e s t i n g  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p l a n t s  o f  u t i l i t a r i a n 
v a l u e  S c h o m b u r g k ' s  r e p o r t s  h a d  a d v i c e  o n  p r a c t i c a l  m a t t e r s  s u c h  a s  p r u n i n g  a n d 



p r o p a g a t i o n .  T h e  r e p o r t s  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t t e r  o n  p a s t u r e  i m p r o v e m e n t , 
p r e v e n t i o n  o f  s o i l  e r o s i o n  a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  i n  f a r m i n g .  S c h o m b u r g k 
n o t e d  t h a t  p r o d u c t s  s u c h  a s  m u s t a r d ,  c u r r a n t s ,  r a i s i n s ,  s u l t a n a s ,  t o b a c c o ,  c h i c o r y , 
c a p e r s ,  c a n a r y  s e e d ,  b r o o m  m i l l e t  a n d  v a r i o u s  c u l i n a r y  a n d  m e d i c i n a l  o i l s  w e r e 
i m p o r t e d  b u t  could be grown profitably in South Australia. This would make them less
e x p e n s i v e  a n d  w o u l d  a l s o  p r o v i d e  e x p o r t  e a r n i n g s .  W h e n  c r o p  p l a n t s  p r o v e d  t o 
b e  m o r e  s u i t e d  f o r  a  t r o p i c a l  c l i m a t e  h e  w a s  q u i c k  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  s p e c i m e n s  b e  s e n t 
t o  P o r t  D a r w i n  f o r  t r i a l s  t h e r e . 9 3  S c h o m b u r g k  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f 
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  e c o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  a n d  h e  d i d  n o t  a l w a y s  g i v e  s u f f i c i e n t 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  c l i m a t o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s .  O u r  c u r r e n t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x t e n s i o n  w o r k  h e l p s  e x p l a i n  t h e  l a c k  o f  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  m a n y  o f  t h e 
f a r m e r s  t o  w h o m  p l a n t  m a t e r i a l  w a s  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e .  H o w e v e r  h i s  s h e e r 
e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  p l a n t  i m p o r t a t i o n  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  l e d  t o  v a l u a b l e  p l a n t s  b e i n g 
m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  n o t  o n l y  i n  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a  b u t  i n  t h e  o t h e r  c o l o n i e s .  I n 
a d d i t i o n ,  h i s  s u p p o r t  f o r  a f f o r e s t a t i o n  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  trees such
as Pinus radiata had long term significance for South Australia.

International exchange of plant material between institutions was c o n s i d e r a b l e . 
W i t h i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  t h e  R o y a l  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s  a t  K e w  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  t h e 
h u b  o f  t h e  w h e e l  o f  e x c h a n g e ,  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s u i t a b l e  e c o n o m i c 
c r o p s  v i t a l  f o r  c o l o n i a l  e x p a n s i o n  i n  b o t h  t e m p e r a t e  a n d  t r o p i c a l  r e g i o n s . 9 4  B o t h 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  p l a n t  m a t e r i a l  w e r e  s e n t  t o  K e w  a n d  t h e n  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o 
d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  colonial botanic gardens who in turn exchanged material with each
other. S c h o m b u r g k  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o l l e c t i o n s  f r o m  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  a t  t h e 
B u i t e n z o r g  ( B o g o r )  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s  i n  J a v a  a n d  f r o m  h i s  c o m p a t r i o t  D r  R e g e l  a t  S t 
P e t e r s b u r g .  H e  w a s  a b l e  t o  m a k e  u s e  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  G e r m a n y  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d 
S t a t e s  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  i n  a d d i t i o n  m a n y  exchanges within Australia and New
Zealand.

A balanced approach

S c h o m b u r g k ' s  s u c c e s s  o w e d  m u c h  t o  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  f u n c t i o n s  o f 
t h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  a n d  t o  b a l a n c e  s h o r t 
t e r m  w i t h  l o n g  t e r m  g o a l s .  H i s  c o l l e c t i o n  e n a b l e d  members of the public to see which
exotic and indigenous plants could be g r o w n  u n d e r  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  H e  w r o t e  t h a t  i t 
w a s  p l e a s i n g  t o  s e e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  ' f r e q u e n t  t h e  g a r d e n  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n 
a n d  s t u d y '  a n d  who came to identify plants.95 He saw the botanic garden as 'really an
e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ' ,  e n a b l i n g  ' i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  b e  s p r e a d  o v e r  t h e  c o l o n y  as to the
constitution, habits and modes of culture of introduced plants'.

T h e  G a r d e n s  p r o v i d e d  a  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  e x c h a n g e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  s e t t l e r s  a s 
t h e y  e x p e r i m e n t e d  w i t h  p l a n t  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  s u i t a b l e  for local climate and
soil conditions. Towards the end of his directorship S c h o m b u r g k  c o m m e n t e d  w i t h 
p l e a s u r e  o n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  f l o r i c u l t u r e  a p p a r e n t  a m o n g s t  t h o s e  w h o  c a m e  t o  h i m 
w i t h  e n q u i r i e s  a n d  t h e  h i g h  s t a n d a r d  o f  ` c o t t a g e r s '  g a r d e n s '  i n  A d e l a i d e .  T h a t  f o r t y 
t o  f i f t y  d o n o r s  o f  p l a n t s  a n d  a n i m a l s  w e r e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  e a c h  y e a r  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t 
t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  p e o p l e  w h o  s a w  t h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s  a s  ' t h e i r '  g a r d e n . 
A d e l a i d e ' s  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n  h a d  n o  e n t r a n c e  f e e  n o r  w e r e  t h e r e  r e s t r i c t e d  hours of
admission as enforced at Kew.



S c h o m b u r g k  s o u g h t  t o  b a l a n c e  ' t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e '  w i t h  ' t h e  s c i e n t i f i c ' ,  a n d  t o 
m a n a g e  t h e  c o m p e t i n g  n e e d s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s .  H e  h a d  s o m e  s u c c e s s  i n 
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t w o  p e r e n n i a l  p r o b l e m s  o f  c o l o n i a l  b o t a n i c  gardens directors. He
signalled the first characteristically

I n  m y  w i s h  t o  g i v e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  e v e r y o n e ,  I  f i n d  t h a t  I  h a v e  m u c h  t o  c o n t e n d 
w i t h ;  a s  m a n y  w e l l - w i s h e r s  w h o  t a k e  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  g a r d e n 
c o n t e n d  t h a t  p l a n t s  o f  a  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  v a l u e  s h o u l d  r e c e i v e d 
m o r e  a t t e n t i o n ;  b u t  I  h a v e  t h e  conviction that as far as my means go, I do not
neglect either.96

Nearly twenty years later he commented on the second problem:

. . .  m y  e f f o r t s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  e n t i r e l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  S o m e  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l 
n u r s e r y m e n  c o m p l a i n  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  a r e  s u p p l i e d  t o o  freely with plants,
seeds and cuttings from the garden, and that in consequence their trade is injured.97

H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  n u r s e r y m e n  w e r e  p r o t e c t e d  b y  a  r e g u l a t i o n  t h a t  f o r b a d e  t h e 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  o r n a m e n t a l  p l a n t s  w i t h i n  t w o  y e a r s  o f  t h e i r  i n t r o d u c t i o n . 
C o m m e r c i a l  a n d  m e d i c i n a l  p l a n t s  c o u l d  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  immediately to interested
people.

O n  t h e  w h o l e  S c h o m b u r g k  s u c c e e d e d  i n  a c h i e v i n g  t h i s  b a l a n c e .  U n l i k e  h i s 
t w o  v e r y  a b l e  c o m p a t r i o t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  F e r d i n a n d  v o n  M u e l l e r 
i n  M e l b o u r n e  a n d  G e r h a r d  K r e f f t  i n  S y d n e y ,  b o t h  o f  w h o m  w e r e  d i s m i s s e d  f r o m 
p o s t s  t h e y  h e l d ,  S c h o m b u r g k  w a s  n o t  d o g g e d  b y  c o n t r o v e r s y .  H e  e n j o y e d  g r e a t 
p e r s o n a l  s u c c e s s  a n d  w r i t i n g  t o  a n  o l d  f r i e n d  i n  B r i t i s h  G u i a n a  w h e n  h e  w a s  s e v e n t y 
h e   c o u l d   s a y   ' I   h a v e   become the people's pet'.98

H e  g a v e  e v i d e n c e  t o  g o v e r n m e n t  c o m m i t t e e s  o n  s u c h  m a t t e r s  a s  s a n i t a t i o n , 
a f f o r e s t a t i o n ,  r u s t  i n  c e r e a l s  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  a g r i c u l t u r e .  H e  h a d  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  w i t h 
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a ' s  S t a t e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .  H e  h a d  s u p p o r t e d  a 
s c i e n t i f i c  a p p r o a c h  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e  a s  s e e n  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  R o s e w o r t h y 
C o l l e g e ,  l i k e  t h e  S t a t e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  t h e  f i r s t  o f  i t s  k i n d  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  H e  h a d 
r e c e i v e d  a w a r d s  f r o m  t h e  G r a n d  D u c h y  o f  H e s s e ,  t h e  K i n g  o f  I t a l y  a n d  t h e  K i n g  o f 
P r u s s i a .  T h e  g a r d e n s  w e r e  k n o w n  a s  ' D r  S c h o m b u r g k ' s  g a r d e n s ' .  T h e  l e v e l  o f 
s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  n o t  o n l y  o f  h i s  o w n  s k i l l s  a s  a n 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  of a successful local institution but also reflects a network of local support
f r o m  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a n d  e d u c a t e d  s e t t l e r s  w h o  s a w  h o w  s c i e n c e  c o u l d  b e  p u t  to use to
develop the colony.

S c h o m b u r g k  i n  h i s  r o l e  a s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  a n d  a s  a  c a t a l y s t  f o r  a c t i o n  in the local
community was helped by his robust constitution, his skills in i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s 
a n d  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  m a k e  u s e  o f  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  contacts. Membership of learned
societies, botanical, horticultural and g e o g r a p h i c a l ,  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  G r e a t  B r i t a i n , 
F r a n c e  D e n m a r k ,  G e r m a n y ,  A u s t r i a ,  R u s s i a  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h e l p e d  h i m 
m a i n t a i n  t h e s e  c o n t a c t s .  S c h o m b u r g k  w a s  f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  h i s  s k i l l s  w e r e  p u t  t o  u s e 
i n  a  city where there were people sympathetic to his ideas. Described by his
c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  a s  e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  k i n d l y  a n d  a  m a n  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  w o r l d ' s 
w r o n g s ,  h e  w a s  n o  i n t e l l e c t u a l  g i a n t ;  b u t  h e  h a d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  h e  w a s  v i s i b l e  a n d 



a p p r o a c h a b l e  a n d  a b o v e  a l l  w a s  o p e n  t o  n e w  i d e a s .  H e  a l s o  h a d  a  p r a c t i c a l 
a p p r o a c h  t o  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  w h i c h  m a d e  h i m  v e r y  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s . 
H e  w o r k e d  w e l l  w i t h  a  g r o u p  o f  w e l l - e d u c a t e d  a n d  p r o s p e r o u s  b u s i n e s s m e n  a n d 
p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  w h o  w e r e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  S A 
I n s t i t u t e  a n d  t h e  University of Adelaide, societies such as the Philosophical Society and
A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  H o r t i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y 9 9  a n d  v a r i o u s  f l o r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t i e s .  H e  s h a r e d 
w i t h  s o m e  o f  t h e m  a c t i v e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n  c h u r c h  a n d  t h e  M a s o n i c 
L o d g e .  T h e y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a  c e r t a i n  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  s p i r i t  a n d ,  l i k e  S c h o m b u r g k , 
o p e n n e s s  t o  n e w  i d e a s ;  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e d  c r e a t i v e  e n d e a v o u r .  T h e y  w e r e 
e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  d e v e l o p i n g  l o c a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  p r o u d  o f  t h e i r  a c h i e v e m e n t s . 
A d e l a i d e  w a s  t o  b e  t h e  ' model city' of a 'model colony'.100 Cooperation between these
people and S c h o m b u r g k  p r o d u c e d  r e s u l t s  r e w a r d i n g  t o  a l l  p a r t i e s .  C o m m u n i t y 
l e a d e r s  s a w  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  d e v e l o p  w h i c h  w a s  n o t  o n l y  o f  p r a c t i c a l  v a l u e  b u t  g a v e 
p r e s t i g e  t o  t h e i r  c i t y .  S h a k e s p e a r e  a t  a  l e s s  e x a l t e d  s o c i a l  l e v e l  i l l u s t r a t e d  a  s i m i l a r 
c o m p l e x i t y   o f   s o c i a l   c o n n e c t i o n s   i n t e n d e d   t o   p r o m o t e   the social good in Adelaide.

I n  1 8 8 4  a  g r o u p  o f  s u b s c r i b e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  businessmen
and politicians of the day, presented a portrait of the elderly D i r e c t o r  t o  t h e  B o t a n i c 
G a r d e n s .   T h e   i n s c r i p t i o n   r e c o r d e d   t h a t   t h e   g i f t   was in appreciation of the

z e a l ,  e n e r g y  a n d  s k i l l  w h i c h  h e  h a d  d e v o t e d  t o  r e n d e r i n g  t h e  B o t a n i c 
G a r d e n s  a n  o r n a m e n t  t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  A d e l a i d e  a n d  t h e  p r i d e  of the province of
South Australia.

T h e  D i r e c t o r  i n  t u r n  p a i d  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  a n d 
s u c c e s s i v e  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  t h e  S t i r l i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r 
G e o r g e  W i l l i a m  F r a n c i s .  Y e a r s  b e f o r e  h e  h a d  t u r n e d  d o w n  a n  o f f e r  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e 
o f  t h e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n  i n  M e l b o u r n e .  A t  t h a t  time an exchange in verse beginning
with 'come live with me and trim my g r o v e s '  f r o m  ' M e l b o u r n e  t o  S c h o m b u r g k ' 
b r o u g h t   a   r e p l y   f r o m   Schomburgk which included the following:

It may be, Ma'am, if I were young,
I'd list to thine inviting tongue;
Thy offer now no impulse moves
To live with thee and trim thy groves.
Thy liberal terms I briefly scan'em;
Thy extra salary per annum!
Yet still my resolution hardens
To stick to Adelaide's dear old gardens.101

A p p o i n t e d   a t   t h e   a g e   o f   f i f t y   f o u r ,   h e   s t a y e d   o n   t o   d i e   i n   o f f i c e   i n   h i s   eightieth 
year.

I In Visions of Paradise Marina Schinz declares that:

T o  c r e a t e  a  g a r d e n  i s  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  a  b e t t e r  w o r l d  . . .  T h i s  h o p e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  i s 
a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  a l l  g a r d e n i n g .  A n y o n e  w h o  t o i l s  a w a y  a t  t h e  s o i l  m u s t  t h i n k  a 
f e w  w e e k s  a h e a d  o r  e n v i s i o n  n e x t  y e a r ' s  g a r d e n ,  f o r  m o s t  g a r d e n e r s  a r e 
c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  i m p r o v e m e n t  i s  o n  t h e  w a y .  T h u s  g a r d e n i n g  i s  a n  e x e r c i s e  i n 
o p t i m i s m .   S o m e t i m e s   i t   is the triumph of hope over experience.102
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59 A d v e r t i s e r   2   O c t   1 8 6 8 ;   a l s o   p u b l i s h e d   i n   E x a m i n e r   a n d   D a i l y   Telegraph 30 Sept 1868
60 Examiner and Daily Telegraph 30 Sept 1868
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62 T h e r e   h a d   b e e n   a   t o t a l   i n c r e a s e   o f   1 9 7 9   s p e c i e s   i n   t h e   y e a r s   1 8 7 1 -1872 alone

T h e r e  a r e  f e a t u r e s  i n  t h e  G a r d e n  w h i c h  w e  a d m i r e  t o d a y  t h a t  d a t e  b a c k  t o  t h e 
p e r i o d  w e  h a v e  b e e n  d i s c u s s i n g .  T h e r e  i s  t h e  M a i n  W a l k  o f  Ge o r g e  W i l l i a m 
F r a n c i s  a n d  t h e  l a k e s  h e  c r e a t e d .  A  f u r t h e r  l e g a c y  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  ' g o l d e n  a g e '  o f 
S c h o m b u r g k ' s  d i r e c t o r s h i p .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  e n t r a n c e  g a t e s ,  t h e  a v e n u e s  o f 
t r e e s ,  t h e  O l d  T r o p i c a l  H o u s e ,  t h e  M u s e u m  o f  E c o n o m i c  B o t a n y  a n d  B o t a n i c 
P a r k .   A s   t h e   e n t h u s i a s t i c   Victorian visitor J.L. Dow observed:

. . .   A d e l a i d e   b y   s h e e r   d i n t   o f   a r t i s t i c   s k i l l ,   a n d   i n   s p i t e   o f   a   p o s i t i o n   lacking 
natural advantages, has a gem of a garden.103

S c h o m b u r g k ' s  o b i t u a r y  i n  t h e  G a r d e n  a n d  t h e  F i e l d  r e f e r r e d  t o  h i s  i n t e l l i g e n t 
m a n a g e m e n t '  a n d  ' s p l e n d i d  t a s t e ' .  P e r h a p s  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s k i l l s  i n c l u d e d  b o t h  a 
c a p a c i t y  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  a n d  a  capacity to present ideas in
an acceptable form.

‘ D r .  S c h o m b u r g k ' s  g a r d e n '  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  c o n t r a s t s  o f  c o l o n i a l  A d e l a i d e . 
I n n o v a t i o n  a n d  e n t e r p r i s e  a r e  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  a  d e s i r e  f o r  co n t r o l ,  o f  b o t h  p e o p l e 
a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e n  t h e r e  i s  t h a t  f u n d a m e n t a l  d e s i r e  f o r  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y .  Y e t  a b o v e 
a l l   t h e   G a r d e n   r e p r e s e n t s   t h a t   s e a r c h   f o r  a better world.
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