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Living in Prospect in the Playford Era

Pauline Payne

E v e r y b o d y  u s e d  t o  g o  u p  t h e  r o a d  o n  F r i d a y  n i g h t s ;  i t  w a s  a  b i g  t o - d o ,  a n 
a l t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  a t m o s p h e r e  . . .  y o u  w o u l d  m e e t  u p  t h e r e  a n d  h a v e  a  n i c e 
t a l k  . . .  y o u  u s e d  t o  k n o w  t h e  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s t r e e t  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  .  . . 
e v e r y b o d y  …  a n d  a s  y o u  w e n t  b y  t h e y  w o u l d  p a s s  t h e  t i m e  o f  d a y  . . .  N o w  you
don’t know half of them.

I ’ v e  s e e n  i t  r e a l l y  g r o w  …  t h e r e  w e r e  h a r d l y  a n y  h o u s e s  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f 
A l e x a n d r a  S t r e e t  a t  a l l  . . .  o n l y  a  f e w  h o m e s  d o t t e d  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  …  a n d  t h e 
old shops that used to be on the corners ... Opposite us there used to be open
s p a c e s  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  u s e d  t o  p l a y  t h e r e  …  I  r e m e m b e r  a l w a y s  c h i l d r e n 
playing together in the street ... that’s something they miss out on these days.1

L i l i a n   R a n e b e r g ’ s   d e s c r i p t i o n   o f   c h a n g e s   i n   t h e   C i t y   o f   P r o s p e c t   d u r i n g   t h e   l a s t   6 0 
y e a r s   w o u l d   b e   e c h o e d   b y   m a n y   r e s i d e n t s   o f   o t h e r   A d e l a i d e   suburbs. Prospect 
thus provides a sample of suburban life in the Playford era.2

I n   1 9 3 3 ,   t h e   y e a r   w h e n   T o m   P l a y f o r d   w a s   e l e c t e d   t o   p a r l i a m e n t ,   t h e   D i s t r i c t   
C o u n c i l   o f   P r o s p e c t   w a s   e l e v a t e d   t o   m u n i c i p a l i t y   s t a t u s   a n d   t h e n   t o   c i t y   s t a t u s   t w o   
y e a r s   l a t e r .   T h e   p h y s i c a l   e n v i r o n m e n t   o f   P r o s p e c t   t o d a y ,   w i t h   a population of about 
18,600 people living in approximately 8,000 dwellings, d i s p l a y s   s i g n i f i c a n t   
l e g a c i e s   o f   t h e   d e c a d e   p r e c e d i n g   t h e   d e p r e s s i o n . 3   A   substantial number of 
houses built in the 1920s have survived: bungalows and Tudor-style residences in 
tree-lined streets that date to the ‘boom period’ of P r o s p e c t ’ s   e x p a n s i o n   b e t w e e n   
t h e   w o r l d   w a r s .   H o w e v e r ,   t h e r e   a r e   a l s o   important legacies of the 1950s and the 
later Playford era.

T h e   1 9 5 0 s   s a w   n e w   d e v e l o p m e n t s   i n   i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   i n   s p o r t s   
f a c i l i t i e s ,   h e a l t h   s e r v i c e s   a n d   c o m m u n i t y   s e r v i c e s ,   a s   P r o s p e c t ’ s   r e s i d e n t s   
r e c o v e r e d   f r o m   t h e   d i s l o c a t i o n   o f   t h e   S e c o n d   W o r l d   W a r .   T h e   population of 
Prospect reached its peak of about 23,600 people in 1950.4 In p o s t - w a r   P r o s p e c t ,   
b u s e s   r e p l a c e d   t r a m s ,   H i l l s   h o i s t s   a p p e a r e d   i n   b a c k   y a r d s ,   t h e   F J   H o l d e n   b e c a m e   
c o m m o n   i n   l o c a l   s t r e e t s ,   a n d   E u r o p e a n   m i g r a n t s   b r o u g h t   n e w   c u s t o m s   a n d   
l a n g u a g e .   T h e   ‘ r a b b i o s ’   a n d   m i l k m a n ’ s   c a r t   disappeared while supermarkets and
used car yards replaced small shops along M a i n   N o r t h   R o a d . 5   T r a f f i c   i n c r e a s e d   
a l o n g   t h e   t h r e e   m a i n   r o a d s   t h a t   r u n   i n   a northerly and north-westerly direction from 
Adelaide (Main North Road, P r o s p e c t   R o a d   a n d   C h u r c h i l l   R o a d )   a n d   t h e   t w o   
m a j o r   r o a d s   t h a t   r u n   roughly east-west (Regency Road, formerly Irish Harp Road, 
and Fitzroy T e r r a c e ) .   H o w e v e r ,   f o r   m u c h   o f   t h e   P l a y f o r d   e r a   t h e   q u i e t   b a c k   
s t r e e t s   o f   Prospect were still places where children played with comparative safety.

The development of Prospect to the Second World War

D u r i n g   t h e   1 8 4 0 s   E u r o p e a n   s e t t l e m e n t   i n   S o u t h   A u s t r a l i a   s p r e a d   o u t   f r o m   
A d e l a i d e .   T h e   r o a d   n o r t h   b e c a m e   a   m a j o r   r o a d   p r o v i d i n g   a c c e s s   t o   f a r m i n g   
l a n d   n o r t h   o f   A d e l a i d e ,   t o   t h e   B a r o s s a   a n d   f u r t h e r   n o r t h   t o   m i n i n g   towns such as 
Kapunda and Burra. By 1872 Prospect was managed by its own D i s t r i c t   C o u n c i l   
a n d   i n   1 8 7 7   h a d   a   p o p u l a t i o n   o f   9 0 0   p e o p l e .   T h e   development of areas such 
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as Prospect, with their 'quarter acre' blocks, public t r a n s p o r t   f a c i l i t i e s   a n d   e a s y   a c c e s s 
t o   t h e   c e n t r a l   b u s i n e s s   d i s t r i c t ,   w a s   p a r t   o f   t h e   p a t t e r n   w h e r e b y   A u s t r a l i a   b e c a m e   
h i g h l y   u r b a n i s e d . 6   W h i l e   m o s t   o f   t h e   b u i l d i n g   b l o c k s   w e r e   q u a r t e r   a c r e ,   t h e r e   
w e r e   s o m e   l a r g e r   p r o p e r t i e s ,   f o r   e x a m p l e   a l o n g   F i t z r o y   T e r r a c e ,   a n d   s o m e   
s m a l l e r   b l o c k s ,   a s   i n   t h e   ‘ L i t t l e   A d e l a i d e ’   a r e a   i n   H i g h b u r y   S t r e e t   w h e r e   t h e   
s u b d i v i s i o n   d a t e d   f r o m   t h e   1840s. By 1910 the population of the Prospect district 
was 6,800 and it grew r a p i d l y   t o   n e a r l y   1 3 , 0 0 0   b y   1 9 2 1 .   I n   t h e   b o o m   y e a r s   o f   
b u i l d i n g ,   a t   l e a s t   2 5 0   houses were added annually between 1922 and 1927, bringing 
the population to over 20,000 by 1932.7 These new houses were frequently built of 
stone or s t o n e   a n d   b r i c k   i n   t h e   f a s h i o n a b l e   b u n g a l o w   s t y l e . 8   K e i t h   M a r t i n   
r e c a l l e d   that he was earning £3 11 s a week as a butcher when he bought his house in 
California Street, Nailsworth for £750 with a £50 deposit at the time of his m a r r i a g e   
i n   1 9 3 8 . 9   H e   a n d   h i s   w i f e   w e r e   p a r t   o f   a   ‘ y o u n g   m a r r i e d ’   g r o u p   t h a t   w a s   t o   h a v e   a   
s i g n i f i c a n t   d e m o g r a p h i c   i n f l u e n c e   o n   t h e   p o p u l a t i o n   o f   t h e   district for the rest of 
the Playford era.

O l d e r   r e s i d e n t s   c a n   r e c a l l   w h e n   P r o s p e c t   b e c a m e   a   m u n i c i p a l i t y .   Bounded by
the Adelaide parklands in the south, the northern railway line to the west, Hampstead 
Road to the east and adjoining Enfield in the north, t h e   d i s t r i c t   i n c l u d e d   t h e   
s u b u r b s   o f   P r o s p e c t ,   S e f t o n   P a r k ,   B r o a d v i e w ,   Nailsworth, Collinswood, 
Thorngate, Medindie Gardens, Fitzroy and, later, Ovingham. It was a quiet area with 
open paddocks where cows grazed; local lads took them to the dairy before and after 
school. New houses were soon made tidy with neat gravel paths fringed with roses 
and patches of Iceland p o p p i e s   a n d   v i o l a s .   C h i l d r e n   p l a y e d   t e n n i s   a n d   f o o t b a l l   
i n   t h e   s t r e e t .   Prospect's terrain provided great opportunities for soapbox races down 
hilly streets using pieces of timber mounted on four wheels.10 On summer nights 
children played games like hopscotch and fox and hounds under the glimmer of street 
lights.11 There was little mechanised traffic and the few vehicles were slow. It was a 
time when people had time to notice what was going on: lads getting into mischief or 
elderly people needing a hand.

Trams provided transport into ‘town’ along Prospect Road and Main N o r t h   R o a d   
b u t   m a n y   l o c a l   r e s i d e n t s   w o r k e d   i n   t h e   d i s t r i c t   o r   i t s   n e i g h b o u r i n g   s u b u r b s ,   
p a r t i c u l a r l y   a t   t r a d e s   i n   t h e   w e s t e r n   s u b u r b s .   M a n y   r o d e   t h e i r   b i c y c l e s ,   c a r r y i n g   a n   
o l d - s t y l e   k i t   b a g   b e t w e e n   t h e   h a n d l e b a r s   o r   o n   t h e   b a c k .   P r o s p e c t ’ s   i n i t i a l   
i n d u s t r i e s   i n c l u d e d   t i m b e r   m i l l i n g ,   c h a f f   cutting and lime burning. While small 
workshops survived, factories did not develop and the suburb remained primarily 
residential. Many worked at the nearby South Australian Railways workshops at 
Islington: Alvan Aslat commented that in his childhood there was hardly a street in 
the area where there was not someone employed in the railways.12 Hundreds were 
employed at the abattoirs at Gepps Cross. The working population tended to be 
employed in manual work or trades rather than the professions or managerial 
positions.13

The many local dairies provided work for milkmen in horse-drawn floats. 
H o u s e h o l d e r s   p u t   o u t   a   ‘ b i l l y ’   t h a t   t h e   m i l k m a n   f i l l e d   f r o m   l a r g e   m e t a l   
containers. The milkman’s horse, like the baker’s horse, knew the route and could 
move on to the next house while the delivery was being made. Butchers c a l l e d ,   c u t t i n g 
u p   m e a t   f o r   t h e i r   c u s t o m e r s   w h o   w a i t e d   w i t h   m e a t   d i s h   i n   hand. Ice was delivered 
for ice-chests. Hawkers came to the door: the ‘rabbios’ with two rabbits for a shilling; 
the Syrian fishmonger; a man who sold bales of lucerne for backyard ‘chooks’; the 
Sharpe Brothers cart with earthenware pots o f   h o r e h o u n d   b e e r   a n d   g i n g e r   b e e r .   
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T h e n   t h e r e   w a s   M r   R a w s o n   f r o m   Gladstone Road with a variety of crockery, 
bedroom jugs, pots, buckets and tins on his horse-drawn cart, calling ‘Crock-er-y !’, and
pedlars such as Chinese John with his boxes of haberdashery, towels and tea in 
containers suspended over his shoulders by a long pole.14 In the depression years 
unemployed men tried to earn a few shillings by selling small items from door to 
door: clothes p e g s ,   c l o t h e s   l i n e   p r o p s   a n d   b u t t o n s .   M a n u r e   w a s   s o l d   b o t h   a s   a   
g a r d e n   fertiliser and for burning in the copper on washdays or in the bath heater on 
Saturday nights. It was said to keep the mosquitoes away too.15

I n   t h e   G r e a t   D e p r e s s i o n ,   w h e n   S o u t h   A u s t r a l i a ’ s   u n e m p l o y m e n t   w a s   t h e   h i g h e s t 
i n   t h e   c o m m o n w e a l t h   a n d   u p   t o   h a l f   o f   t h o s e   i n   e m p l o y m e n t   w o r k e d   p a r t - t i m e , 
1 6   a n   a r e a   s u c h   a s   P r o s p e c t   w i t h   a   s i g n i f i c a n t   n u m b e r   o f   b l u e   c o l l a r   w o r k e r s   w a s   
h a r d   h i t .   T h e   1 9 3 3   C e n s u s   f i g u r e s   r e f l e c t   t h i s .   T h e r e   w e r e   6 , 7 2 9   m a l e s   o v e r   1 5 .   
W h i l e   o n l y   1 , 3 0 7   w e r e   l i s t e d   a s   u n e m p l o y e d ,   i n c o m e   f i g u r e s   s h o w   t h a t   2 , 2 7 0   
e a r n e d   l e s s   t h a n   £1 0 3   f o r   t h e   p r e v i o u s   y e a r   a n d   a s   m a n y   a s   3 , 0 2 9 ,   o r   n e a r l y   h a l f   
t h e   a d u l t   m a l e s ,   e a r n e d   l e s s   t h a n   £ 3   a   week or £155 per annum, at a time when the 
basic wage was £163 11s per a n n u m . 1 7   B a c k y a r d   v e g e t a b l e s ,   f r u i t   t r e e s ,   a l m o n d   
t r e e s   a n d   f o w l s   h e l p e d   m a n y   f a m i l i e s   t o   s u r v i v e . 1 8   F o r   s o m e ,   t h e   g e n e r o s i t y   o f   
n e i g h b o u r s   p r o v i d e d   a   l i f e - l i n e .   F o r   e x a m p l e ,   a   w o m a n   w h o s e   h u s b a n d   w a s   s t i l l 
w o r k i n g   g a v e   s o m e   m o n e y   e v e r y   w e e k   t o   a   n e i g h b o u r   w h o s e   h u s b a n d   w a s   p u t   o f f   
w o r k   a t   t h e   I s l i n g t o n   w o r k s h o p s . 1 9   T h e   M a y o r e s s   o f   P r o s p e c t ,   M r s   A n n i e   
W h i t t l e ,   f o l l o w e d   t h e   l e a d   p r o v i d e d   i n   T h e b a r t o n   a n d   i n i t i a t e d   a   P r o s p e c t   
W o m e n ’ s   S e r v i c e   A s s o c i a t i o n   ‘ t o   h e l p   t h e   p o o r   a n d   n e e d y   i n   t h e   d i s t r i c t ’ .   T h e y   
h a d   f r e e   r e i n   o f   t h e   T o w n   H a l l   f o r   t h e i r   f u n d - r a i s i n g   f u n c t i o n s   a n d   t h e   w o m e n   
w o u l d   v i s i t   r e s i d e n t s   i n   n e e d ,   p r o v i d i n g   m o n e y   o r d e r s   f o r   c l o t h i n g   o r   f o o d .   M a n y   
o f   t h e s e   w o m e n   w e r e   a l s o   a c t i v e   i n   l o c a l   c h u r c h e s   w h i c h   w e r e   ‘ t h e   strength of 
the district’.20

O n e   r e s i d e n t ,   T h e r e s a   F a r r e l l y ,   w h o s e   h u s b a n d   w a s   o u t   o f   w o r k   f o r   s e v e n   y e a r s   
d u r i n g   t h e   d e p r e s s i o n ,   r e c a l l e d   h o w   t h e y   s u r v i v e d   o n   t h e   r a t i o n   t i c k e t s   c o l l e c t e d   
f r o m   t h e   P u b l i c   R e l i e f   D e p a r t m e n t   i n   K i n t o r e   A v e n u e   i n   A d e l a i d e .   ‘ S i x p e n n e t h   
o f   s t e w i n g   p i e c e s ’   f r o m   t h e   b u t c h e r   w o u l d   p r o v i d e   several meals and the butcher 
would always give some fritz for the children.21 These were shops where the 
shopkeepers knew their customers and people s t o p p e d   a n d   c h a t t e d .   M o s t   
h o u s e h o l d s   d i d   n o t   h a v e   r e f r i g e r a t o r s ,   a n d   i c e - c h e s t s   k e p t   p e r i s h a b l e   f o o d   f r e s h   
f o r   o n l y   a   l i m i t e d   t i m e .   P e o p l e   w a l k e d   t o   t h e i r   l o c a l   s h o p ,   s h o p p i n g   ‘ f o r   a   l i t t l e   
o f t e n ’ ,   e s p e c i a l l y   i f   t h e i r   i n c o m e   w a s   i r r e g u l a r .   G o o d s   s u c h   a s   s u g a r ,   f l o u r   a n d   
b i s c u i t s   h a d   t o   b e   w e i g h e d   a n d   w r a p p e d   a t   t h e   g r o c e r ’ s   s h o p .   S u c h   r e g u l a r   
c o n t a c t   m e a n t   t h a t   t h e   p e r s o n   b e h i n d   t h e   c o u n t e r   w a s   o f t e n   t h e   p e r s o n   w i t h   
w h o m   p r o b l e m s   w e r e   discussed and local gossip exchanged.22

A t   a   t i m e   w h e n   h i g h e r   e d u c a t i o n   w a s   g e n e r a l l y   t h e   p r i v i l e g e   o f   w e l l - t o - d o   
y o u n g   m e n ,   m a n y   y o u n g   p e o p l e   c a p a b l e   o f   g o i n g   i n t o   p r o f e s s i o n a l   positions 
worked in local shops or in office jobs. A clever child who won a scholarship to a 
secondary school might well refuse the offer because of the expense that was involved
for the family through books, uniforms and fees.23

Despite difficult economic times in the 1930s, some small businesses f l o u r i s h e d .   
T w o   s u c c e s s   s t o r i e s   i n   P r o s p e c t   w e r e   A . S .   H o r n e   P t y   L t d   a n d   R . M .   W i l l i a m s   
P t y   L t d .   A l e x   H o r n e   h a d   s t a r t e d   a   b u s i n e s s   o n   P r o s p e c t   R o a d   in 1925 doing boot 
and shoe repairs, a business that developed into a factory manufacturing gloves, boots
and waders,24 while Reg Williams began making b o o t s   f o r   s t o c k m e n   i n   1 9 3 4 ,   
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g r a d u a l l y   a d d i n g   s a d d l e r y   g e a r   a n d   c l o t h i n g .   B r i t i s h   T u b e   M i l l s   i n   C h u r c h i l l   
R o a d ,   b e g u n   i n   1 9 3 9 , 2 5   a n d   t h e   r a i l w a y s   workshops, provided industrial 
employment on the periphery of the district.

A t   t h e   e n d   o f   t h e   w o r k i n g   w e e k   m a n y   P r o s p e c t   r e s i d e n t s   c o u l d   l o o k   f o r w a r d   t o   
o u t i n g s   o n   S a t u r d a y s .   F o r   t h o s e   f o r t u n a t e   e n o u g h   t o   h a v e   a   c a r ,   D a y ’ s   M o t o r   
S u p p l i e s   S o c i a l   C l u b   h e l d   o u t i n g s ,   i n c l u d i n g   a n   a n n u a l   s o c i a l   p i c n i c   w h i c h   
a t t r a c t e d   s e v e r a l   h u n d r e d   p e o p l e . 2 6   D a y ’ s   M o t o r   S u p p l i e s   h a d   t h e   f i r s t   
d e a l e r s h i p   f o r   n e w   a n d   u s e d   c a r s   a l o n g   M a i n   N o r t h   R o a d .   M a n y   enjoyed ‘the 
pictures’ on Saturday nights at the Ozone theatre or dances and s o c i a l s   h e l d   i n   l o c a l   
h a l l s .   H o t e l s   w e r e   n o t   a   v e n u e   f o r   e v e n i n g   g a t h e r i n g s   i n   a n   e r a   o f   6   o ’ c l o c k   
c l o s i n g .   A p a r t   f r o m   t h e   W i n d m i l l   H o t e l   o n   M a i n   N o r t h   R o a d ,   t h e   h o t e l s   w e r e   o n   
t h e   e d g e   o f   t h e   d i s t r i c t ;   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   t h e   R e e p h a m   o n   I r i s h   H a r p   R o a d   a n d   t h e   
H a m p s t e a d   o n   M a i n   N o r t h   E a s t   R o a d .   I n   t h e   1 9 3 0 s   t h e   a b s e n c e   o f   h o t e l s   a l o n g   
P r o s p e c t   R o a d   c o u l d   b e   c o n t r a s t e d   w i t h   t h e   g r e a t   s u c c e s s   o f   t h e   c h u r c h e s .   T h e   
M e t h o d i s t   C h u r c h   w a s   p a r t i c u l a r l y   strong in Prospect and adherence to Roman 
Catholicism weaker than the m e t r o p o l i t a n   a v e r a g e . 2 7   I n   1 9 3 5   t h e   t e m p e r a n c e   
g r o u p s   i n   t h e   d i s t r i c t   s u c c e e d e d   i n   t h e i r   b a t t l e   t o   p r e v e n t   a   l i q u o r   l i c e n c e   
b e i n g   g r a n t e d   a l o n g   Prospect Road.28

Prospect’s churches played a vital role in local recreational life with their socials, 
tennis teams and other sporting clubs. Parishioners were involved in womens, mens 
and youth groups, Sunday schools and choirs. One of the most n o t a b l e   c h u r c h e s   i n   
t h e   d i s t r i c t   w a s   t h e   P r o s p e c t   N o r t h   M e t h o d i s t   C h u r c h   ( n o w   S t   J o h n ’ s   U n i t i n g   
C h u r c h ) .   I n   i t s   h e y d a y   i n   t h e   i n t e r w a r   y e a r s   i t   h a d   u p   to 608 scholars enrolled in its 
Sunday school and 57 teachers, one of the largest i n   S o u t h   A u s t r a l i a . 2 9   I t s   S u n d a y   
s c h o o l   a n n i v e r s a r i e s ,   h e l d   i n   t h e   O z o n e   T h e a t r e   f r o m   1 9 3 2   t o   1 9 4 3 ,   i n v o l v e d   
b e t w e e n   5 0 0   a n d   6 0 0   s c h o l a r s   a n d   t e a c h e r s ,   t h e   g i r l s   w e a r i n g   w h i t e   d r e s s e s   
a n d   t h e   b o y s   w h i t e   s h i r t s .   T h e   tradition of the anniversaries was for scholars and 
teachers to meet outside the P r o s p e c t   I n s t i t u t e   ( T o w n   H a l l ) ,   m a r c h   a l o n g   
P r o s p e c t   R o a d   a n d   t h e n   b e   e s c o r t e d   b y   l o c a l   p o l i c e   a c r o s s   t h e   r o a d   t o   t h e   
t h e a t r e . 3 0   T h e   S u n d a y   s c h o o l   picnic was another important annual event. Some years
a special train took the children and their parents from the Dudley Park station to the 
Belair National Park; in other years trams took the group to Hazelwood Park, 
Burnside.31

The Second World War

F r o m   t h e   t o t a l   p o p u l a t i o n   o f   s l i g h t l y   m o r e   t h a n   2 0 , 0 0 0 ,   a t   l e a s t   1 , 4 8 6   Prospect 
residents volunteered for active service in the Second World War.32 M o s t   r e s i d e n t s   
h a d   a   f a m i l y   m e m b e r   o r   c l o s e   f r i e n d   w h o   w a s   s e r v i n g   i n   t h e   a r m e d   f o r c e s .   M a n y   
o t h e r s   c o n t r i b u t e d   t o   m u n i t i o n s   w o r k   a n d   o t h e r   w a r - related activities such as the 
Land Army. Economic conditions during the war y e a r s   w e r e   d i f f i c u l t   a n d ,   i n   
a d d i t i o n ,   t h e r e   w e r e   d a i l y   r e m i n d e r s   o f   t h e   possibility of enemy attack. 
Throughout the metropolitan area, air raid shelters w e r e   b u i l t   a n d   s t r e e t   l i g h t i n g   k e p t 
t o   a   m i n i m u m .   L o c a l   r e s i d e n t s   w o r k i n g   a s   A R P   ( A i r   R a i d   P r e c a u t i o n s )   W a r d e n s   
c h e c k e d   t h a t   h o u s e h o l d e r s   h a d   f i t t e d   b l i n d s   t o   p r e v e n t   l i g h t   f r o m   b e i n g   s e e n   f r o m   
t h e   o u t s i d e .   P e o p l e   d u g   t r e n c h e s   i n   b a c k y a r d s   a n d   s c h o o l   g r o u n d s .   T h e r e   w a s   a n   
a i r   r a i d   s i r e n   a t   t h e   C o u n c i l   D e p o t   o n   M a i n   N o r t h   R o a d   a n d   a i r   r a i d   s h e l t e r s   o n   
t h e   v a c a n t   l a n d   o n   t h e   c o r n e r   o f   P r o s p e c t   a n d   B a r k e r   R o a d s . 3 3   C h i l d r e n   h e l p e d   t o   
m a k e   c a m o u f l a g e   nets at school through the Schools Patriotic Fund.34 Spare-time 
activities 34 supported the Red Cross or the war effort.35 Many groups were 
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suspended, for example tennis and football clubs and Girl Guide companies.

T h e   g o v e r n m e n t   r a t i o n e d   p e t r o l   a n d   c i g a r e t t e s .   C l o t h i n g ,   t e a   a n d   s u g a r   were 
rationed from 1942, butter from 1943 and meat from January 1944. H o u s e h o l d e r s   
h a d   r a t i o n   b o o k s   w i t h   c o u p o n s   f o r   e a c h   a d u l t   a n d   r e d u c e d   amounts for children. 
People handed down clothes from child to child. Much ingenuity was used: skirts 
could be made from tablecloths, jewellery from bread and even knickers, albeit 
strange looking ones, from striped fabric intended for t e a   t o w e l s . 3 6   A   w i d e - r a n g i n g   
l i s t   o f   g o o d s ,   i n c l u d i n g   c o s m e t i c s ,   S c o t c h   w h i s k y ,   rice and coloured pencils were not
rationed but were in short supply. Rationing c o n t i n u e d   b e y o n d   t h e   w a r ;   c l o t h i n g   
a n d   m e a t   w e r e   r a t i o n e d   u n t i l   1 9 4 8   a n d   petrol, tea and butter until 1950.

Most of those who had friends and relatives serving in the armed forces o r   l i v i n g   i n   
G r e a t   B r i t a i n   w r o t e   l e t t e r s   a n d   s e n t   p a r c e l s   a s   p a r t   o f   t h e   w a r   e f f o r t .   I n   a d d i t i o n ,   
m a n y   p e o p l e   b e l o n g e d   t o   c h u r c h   o r   s e r v i c e   g r o u p s   t h a t   had programs for writing 
letters or knitting socks and other items for service people. An example is the Knitting
Circle at the Prospect North Methodist Church, where a group of girls knitted, packed 
parcels and wrote fortnightly l e t t e r s   t o   1 1 4   m e n   a n d   w o m e n   f r o m   t h a t   c h u r c h   w h o   
h a d   j o i n e d   t h e   f o r c e s .   By 1946 they had sent 1,989 parcels and 5,100 letters.37

L o c a l   r e s i d e n t   M o l l y   C a s a n o v a   w a s   a   m e m b e r   o f   t h e   A u s t r a l i a n   Broadcasting 
Commission's Radio 5CL Bluebird Club, founded in 1928 to help poor and needy 
families in the depression.38 When the war came, Molly w a s   a l r e a d y   a   m e m b e r   o f   t h e 
c l u b ’ s   a l l   g i r l s   m o u t h   o r g a n   b a n d .   T h e   g r o u p   gave concerts at the Cheer-up Hut, 
Comfort Funds functions and dances for lonely servicemen who were on leave or 
awaiting transfers.39

Civil Defence training through the Prospect ARP attracted up to 500 residents from 
the community. Red Cross activities expanded as did those of the St John's 
Ambulance Brigade.40 Those with previous service experience w e r e   a   g r e a t   a s s e t ,   a s 
i n   t h e   c a s e   o f   S i s t e r   L . M .   H u r s t ,   a   v e t e r a n   o f   t h e   Australian Army Nursing 
Service in the First World War, who became Commandant of the Prospect Red Cross 
section in charge of first-aid posts.41 R e d   C r o s s   m e m b e r s   t r a i n e d   b y   S i s t e r s   H u r s t 
a n d   J a m i e s o n   s e r v e d   a t   N o r t h f i e l d   M i l i t a r y   H o s p i t a l   a n d   t h e   R e d   C r o s s   
C o n v a l e s c e n t   H o m e   a t   Henley Beach, and also participated in the ARP 
organisation.42

Many women joined the workforce in the war years. Local residents w o r k i n g   a t   
H o r n e ’ s   f a c t o r y   h e l p e d   p r o d u c e   y e l l o w   h i d e   g l o v e s   f o r   t h e   American army.43 
Day’s Motor Supplies established a small munitions factory in a shed on their 
premises with women as the main source of labour. Some w o m e n   w o r k e d   i n   
m u n i t i o n s   f a c t o r i e s ,   o t h e r s   w o r k e d   a t   t h e   B r i t i s h   T u b e   Mills factory where the 
workforce expanded to over 1,000 people producing gas storage cylinders, 
ammunition and aircraft parts.44 Women employed at a n e w   f a c t o r y   e s t a b l i s h e d   a t   
t h e   r a i l w a y s   w o r k s h o p s   s i t e   t o   m a n u f a c t u r e   aircraft, earned good wages and 
overtime.45

Prosperity and consolidation: 1945 to 1968

The post-war period

A f t e r   t h e   d e c l a r a t i o n   o f   p e a c e ,   s o m e   6 0 0 , 0 0 0   A u s t r a l i a n   s e r v i c e m e n   and women 
returned from war service. Many women left their wartime jobs a n d   r e t u r n e d   t o   
d o m e s t i c   r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .   C o m m o n w e a l t h   p o s t - w a r   migration programs 
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contributed to a population growth in the 20-40 year age g r o u p .   T h e   y e a r s   a f t e r   t h e   
w a r   w e r e   r e l a t i v e l y   p r o s p e r o u s .   A   b u o y a n t   economy and an increasing population
led to increased expenditure on housing, schools, health services and amenities such 
as clubrooms and sports facilities. Prospect shared in this growth.

T h e   n u m b e r   o f   A u s t r a l i a n s   m a r r y i n g   r o s e   i n   t h i s   p e r i o d   a n d   t h e   a g e   a t   which they 
married fell.46 The Australia-wide trend for more marriages was followed by a baby 
boom. Even though Prospect was a not a young area by m e t r o p o l i t a n   s t a n d a r d s , 4 7   
t h i s   o v e r a l l   t r e n d   w a s   r e f l e c t e d   i n   h e a v y   b o o k i n g s   for Saturday weddings in 
Prospect's churches. Accommodation was in short supply. An acute shortage of 
building materials affected all sections of the c o m m u n i t y .   B u i l d i n g   p e r m i t s   w e r e   
r e q u i r e d   a s   t h e r e   w a s   g o v e r n m e n t   c o n t r o l   o v e r   b u i l d i n g   a c t i v i t i e s   a n d   t h e   s u p p l y   
o f   b u i l d i n g   m a t e r i a l s .   Y o u n g   s i n g l e   people, with few exceptions, lived with their 
parents. After marriage, young couples often lived with relatives, perhaps in a 
glassed-in sleepout, or used a c a r a v a n   o n   t h e i r   b u i l d i n g   b l o c k . 4 8   S o m e   b u i l t   a   
‘ b a c k e n d e r ’ ,   b u i l d i n g   t h e   bathroom, kitchen and laundry first and adding other 
parts of the house later w h e n   b u i l d i n g   m a t e r i a l s   w e r e   m o r e   r e a d i l y   a v a i l a b l e   
a n d   s a v i n g s   h a d   a c c u m u l a t e d .   S o m e   b e l o n g e d   t o   a   H o m e   B u i l d e r s ’   
A s s o c i a t i o n ,   a   s e l f - h e l p   g r o u p   w h e r e   p r a c t i c a l   s k i l l s   w e r e   p o o l e d .   ‘ Y o u   h a d   t o   
k n o w   s o m e o n e ’   t o   g e t   hold of building materials, for example plumbers supplies or 
red clay bricks as opposed to grey cement bricks.49

T h e r e   w e r e   a l r e a d y   6 , 1 5 0   h o u s e s   a n d   s h o p s   i n   t h e   d i s t r i c t ,   l e a v i n g   r e l a t i v e l y   
f e w   v a c a n t   b l o c k s .   I n   A p r i l   1 9 4 6   P r o s p e c t   C o u n c i l   r e p o r t e d   t h a t   there were only 
1,000 allotments of land available for building, and many h a d   r e c e n t l y   b e e n   
p u r c h a s e d   f o r   h o u s e   - b u i l d i n g . 5 0   I n   a   p e r i o d   o f   f u l l   e m p l o y m e n t   a n d   r e l a t i v e   
p r o s p e r i t y ,   s o m e   r e s i d e n t s   w h o   w o r k e d   t o w a r d s   t h e   goal of building on these vacant 
allotments could have only dreamt of home ownership in the pre-war years. One of 
these was Miriam Goldsworthy. The economic hardship of the depression had limited 
both her education and job o p p o r t u n i t i e s .   I t   w a s   a n   e x c i t i n g   o c c a s i o n   f o r   h e r   w h e n   
t h e   f o u n d a t i o n s   f o r   her new house were poured in 1957.51

O t h e r s   e s t a b l i s h i n g   t h e i r   h o m e s   w e r e   y o u n g e r   p e o p l e   w h o   c o n t r i b u t e d   to the post-
war baby boom. Associated with this were demands for maternity b e d s   a n d   p l a c e s   
i n   k i n d e r g a r t e n s   a n d   s c h o o l s .   I n   t h e   1 9 5 0 s   N a i l s w o r t h   P r i m a r y   S c h o o l   
c a t e r e d   f o r   1 , 5 0 0   c h i l d r e n   r a n g i n g   f r o m   j u n i o r   p r i m a r y   t h r o u g h   t o   s e c o n d a r y ,   
w i t h   c l a s s e s   o f   5 0   o r   m o r e   s t u d e n t s .   T h e   a s p h a l t e d   grounds were so crowded that 
running and throwing overarm were forbidden!52

P r i v a t e   s c h o o l s   e x p a n d e d   t h e i r   f a c i l i t i e s   t o   c o p e   w i t h   d e m a n d s   f o r   p l a c e s .   I n   
1 9 5 2   t h e   D o m i n i c a n   F a t h e r s   e s t a b l i s h e d   B l a c k f r i a r s   P r i o r y   S c h o o l   f o r   b o y s   i n   
P r o s p e c t   R o a d . 5 3   I n   1 9 5 8   t h e   D o m i n i c a n   O r d e r   o p e n e d   a   n e w   b u i l d i n g   f o r   t h e   
R o s a r y   S c h o o l   s o   t h a t   3 0 0   c h i l d r e n   c o u l d   b e   a c c o m m o d a t e d ,   t h e   o r i g i n a l   b u i l d i n g   
d a t i n g   b a c k   t o   t h e   o p e n i n g   o f   t h e   c h u r c h   s c h o o l   i n   1 9 0 8 . 5 4   D e m o g r a p h i c   
c h a n g e s   a n d   e c o n o m i c   p r o s p e r i t y   a f f e c t e d   b o t h   s c h o o l s .   T h e   e s t a b l i s h m e n t   o f   
C a t h o l i c   s c h o o l s   r e f l e c t e d   i n c r e a s i n g   n u m b e r s   o f   C a t h o l i c s   i n   t h e   a r e a ,   
e s p e c i a l l y   I t a l i a n   m i g r a n t s ,   a s   w e l l   a s   p o s t - w a r   p r o s p e r i t y .   T h e r e   w a s   i n c r e a s e d 
d e m a n d   f o r   s e c o n d a r y   s c h o o l   t u i t i o n   a n d   a   greater capacity for families to provide 
financial support for non-government s c h o o l s .   S i m i l a r l y ,   w i t h   p r e - s c h o o l   p l a c e s   
m u c h   i n   d e m a n d   i n   t h e   d e c a d e   f r o m   1 9 4 6 ,   l o c a l   p a r e n t s   w o r k e d   a c t i v e l y   t o   
p r o v i d e   n e w   k i n d e r g a r t e n s   s u c h   as Prospect North and St Helen’s.55

Health and welfare services
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Significant developments in Prospect’s health and welfare services a c c o m p a n i e d   t h e   
d e v e l o p m e n t   o f   e d u c a t i o n a l   f a c i l i t i e s .   B e f o r e   t h e   w a r   t h e r e   h a d   b e e n   s m a l l   p r i v a t e 
h o s p i t a l s ,   c a t e r i n g   p a r t i c u l a r l y   f o r   m a t e r n i t y   c a s e s ,   s u c h   a s   B e r k l e a   P r i v a t e   
H o s p i t a l   o n   P r o s p e c t   R o a d .   T h e r e   w a s   a l s o   t h e   N o r t h e r n   H o s p i t a l   o n   M a i n   
N o r t h   R o a d ,   r u n   b y   t h e   t w o   S i s t e r s   O ’ B r i e n ,   E i l e e n   a n d   H a n n a h .   I n   1 9 5 1   D r   
H e w g i l l   H a m i l t o n ,   M e d i c a l   O f f i c e r   f o r   Prospect Council, initiated moves to 
acquire the land and buildings for the Northern Community Hospital to bridge the gap
between public and private hospitals and help relieve the overall shortage of hospital 
beds.

T h e   b o a r d   o f   m a n a g e m e n t   o f   t h e   n e w   h o s p i t a l   r e p r e s e n t e d   b o t h   P r o s p e c t   a n d 
W a l k e r v i l l e   C o u n c i l s ,   l o c a l   d o c t o r s ,   l o c a l   i n d u s t r y   a n d   o t h e r   e l e c t e d   l o c a l   
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .   F u n d i n g   f o r   a l t e r a t i o n s   a n d   i m p r o v e m e n t s   c a m e   f r o m   s t a t e   
g o v e r n m e n t   s u b s i d i e s ,   l o c a l   g o v e r n m e n t ,   l o c a l   b u s i n e s s e s ,   s e r v i c e   g r o u p s   s u c h   a s   
R o t a r y   a n d   P r o s p e c t   W o m e n ’ s   S e r v i c e   A s s o c i a t i o n ,   and private donations. State 
government subsidies of £2 for each £1 spent by t h e   h o s p i t a l   o n   c a p i t a l   w o r k s   h e l p e d 
n o t   o n l y   N o r t h e r n   C o m m u n i t y   H o s p i t a l   but other community hospitals in South 
Australia at Burnside, Ashford and G l e n e l g . 5 6   L o c a l   s u p p o r t   f o r   s u c h   h o s p i t a l   
f u n d - r a i s i n g   w a s   e n e r g e t i c .   I n   Prospect there was a street procession in 1952 with 
floats and bands, queen competitions in 1952 and 1956, door-knock appeals, raffles, a
square dance c o m p e t i t i o n ,   b r i d g e   p a r t i e s ,   t r a d i n g   t a b l e s   a n d   c o l l e c t i o n s   a t   
P r o s p e c t   O v a l   d u r i n g   t h e   f o o t b a l l   s e a s o n .   T h e r e   w e r e   p e r s o n a l   t o u c h e s   i n   
s u p p o r t   o f   t h e   hospital too, and auxiliary members helped arrange flowers in the 
wards.57 O b s t e t r i c   s e r v i c e s   w e r e   m u c h   i n   d e m a n d   a n d   i n   1 9 5 3   t h e   h o s p i t a l   
r e c o r d e d   344 births.58

T h e   N o r t h e r n   S u b u r b s   A m b u l a n c e   A s s o c i a t i o n ,   t h e   M o t h e r s ’   a n d   B a b i e s ’   
H e a l t h   A s s o c i a t i o n   ( M B H A )   a n d   t h e   R o y a l   D i s t r i c t   a n d   B u s h   Nursing 
Society provided other important community health services.59 The D i s t r i c t   N u r s i n g   
S o c i e t y   w o r k   w a s   g e a r e d   t o   t h o s e   w h o   c o u l d   n o t   p a y   t h e   f u l l   c o s t   o f   s u c h   a   s e r v i c e .   
E f f e c t i v e   f u n d - r a i s i n g   w a s   v i t a l   a n d   i t   w a s   p r o v i d e d   i n   a   s i m i l a r   f a s h i o n   t o   t h a t   
u s e d   f o r   t h e   C o m m u n i t y   H o s p i t a l .   T h e r e   w a s   a l s o   s u p p o r t   f r o m   l o c a l   
g o v e r n m e n t   r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,   t h e   W o m e n ’ s   S e r v i c e   A s s o c i a t i o n ,   t h e   C o u n t r y   
W o m e n ’ s   A s s o c i a t i o n   ( C W A ) ,   s p o r t i n g   b o d i e s   a n d   service clubs such as Rotary 
and, later, Lions and Apex.60

S i m i l a r   s u p p o r t   f r o m   t h e   c o m m u n i t y   h e l p e d   d e v e l o p   t h e   P r o s p e c t   B r a n c h   o f   
t h e   S c h o o l   f o r   M o t h e r s   ( l a t e r   t h e   M B H A )   a f t e r   i t   w a s   e s t a b l i s h e d   i n   1 9 2 1 . 6 1   
L o c a l   f u n d - r a i s i n g   o f   t h i s   k i n d   n o t   o n l y   a l l o w e d   a   s e r v i c e   t o   d e v e l o p   b u t   a l s o 
p r o v i d e d   a c t i v i t i e s   t h a t   w e r e   i m p o r t a n t   s o c i a l   o c c a s i o n s   f o r   l o c a l   r e s i d e n t s ,   
e s p e c i a l l y   f o r   w o m e n   i n   a n   e r a   w h e n   m o s t   f a m i l i e s   d i d   n o t   have a car and most 
married women were not in the paid workforce.

The importance of the voluntary sector and the way that voluntary o r g a n i s a t i o n s   c o - 
o p e r a t e d   w i t h   l o c a l   g o v e r n m e n t   i s   s e e n   i n   t h e   d e v e l o p m e n t   of the local ambulance 
service in 1946. The Northern Suburbs Ambulance A s s o c i a t i o n   w a s   f o r m e d   a f t e r   
t h e   P r o s p e c t   a n d   E n f i e l d   C o u n c i l s   c o m b i n e d   w i t h   n e a r b y   f a c t o r i e s   a n d   d i s t r i c t   
o r g a n i s a t i o n s   s u c h   a s   t h e   R e d   C r o s s   f o r   t h e   j o i n t   p u r c h a s e   o f   a n   a m b u l a n c e   t o   b e   
o p e r a t e d   b y   b o t h   p a i d   a n d   v o l u n t e e r   s t a f f .   I n i t i a l   f u n d - r a i s i n g   w a s   a i d e d   b y   a   
c a r n i v a l   a n d   h o u s e - t o - h o u s e   canvassing. Prospect Council provided the 
ambulance headquarters and both councils contributed to ongoing costs.62

T h e   R e d   C r o s s ,   a n   i m p o r t a n t   s e r v i c e   g r o u p   i n   t h e   c o m m u n i t y   d a t i n g   back to 
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1914, was especially active during the war. New service clubs began, including 
Rotary (1950), Apex (1955) and Lions (1963). These three groups supported new 
services for the aged, in particular the opening of a Prospect S e n i o r   C i t i z e n s   C l u b   
b u i l d i n g   i n   1 9 6 5 ,   a   p r o j e c t   w h i c h   a l s o   a t t r a c t e d   s u p p o r t   f r o m   P r o s p e c t   W o m e n ’ s   
S e r v i c e   A s s o c i a t i o n ,   P r o s p e c t   s u b - b r a n c h   o f   t h e   R e t u r n e d   S a i l o r s ’   a n d   
S o l d i e r s ’   I m p e r i a l   L e a g u e   o f   A u s t r a l i a   ( t h e   R S S I L A   b e c a m e   t h e   R e t u r n e d   
S e r v i c e s   L e a g u e ,   R S L ,   i n   1 9 6 5 )   a n d   t h e   P r o s p e c t   B r a n c h   o f   t h e   C W A .   R o t a r y 
e n d o w e d   a   w a r d   a t   t h e   N o r t h e r n   C o m m u n i t y   Hospital in 1956 and sponsored a 
Meals on Wheels kitchen in 1958 in co-operation with both state and local 
government when the service, which was founded in South Australia in 1953, was 
established in Prospect.63

M e a l s   o n   W h e e l s   p r o v i d e d   a   v a l u a b l e   a d j u n c t   t o   a g e d   c a r e   s e r v i c e s .   W a l l a r o o   
C o t t a g e   H o m e s   i n   P r o s p e c t   T e r r a c e ,   e s t a b l i s h e d   i n   1 9 0 0 , 6 4   c a t e r e d   f o r   o n l y   a   f e w 
r e s i d e n t s .   N e i g h b o u r s   a n d   f a m i l y   m e m b e r s   p r o v i d e d   t h e   b a c k b o n e   o f   c a r e   
f o r   t h e   a g e d   w i t h   c h u r c h   g r o u p s   m a k i n g   a   f u r t h e r   c o n t r i b u t i o n .   M a n y   e l d e r l y 
p e o p l e   h a d   l i v e d   i n   t h e   s a m e   h o u s e   a l l   t h e i r   a d u l t   life so social contacts were 
maintained with friends and neighbours, another important factor in care of the aged. 
Meals on Wheels catered for 26 people initially. The majority of its volunteer helpers 
were young mothers.65 The o r g a n i s a t i o n   w a s   a n   i m p o r t a n t   i n n o v a t i o n   b e c a u s e   n o t 
o n l y   d i d   i t   h e l p   t o   m a i n t a i n   t h e   h e a l t h   a n d   i n d e p e n d e n c e   o f   e l d e r l y   r e s i d e n t s   b y   
p r o v i d i n g   t h e m   w i t h   a   s u b s t a n t i a l   m i d d a y   m e a l ,   b u t   t h e   v o l u n t e e r s   d e l i v e r i n g   t h e   
m e a l s   c o u l d   a l s o   a l e r t   h e a l t h   a n d   w e l f a r e   s e r v i c e s   i f   t h e   c o n d i t i o n   o f   a   
r e s i d e n t   h a d   deteriorated.

T h e r e   w a s   a   c l o s e   r e l a t i o n s h i p   b e t w e e n   l o c a l   g o v e r n m e n t ,   l o c a l   b u s i n e s s   
a n d   t h e   s e r v i c e   c l u b s .   N a m e s   f r o m   t h e   l i s t   o f   e l e c t e d   l o c a l   g o v e r n m e n t   
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s   a n d   s t a f f   a p p e a r   i n   s e r v i c e   a n d   s p o r t s   a n d   r e c r e a t i o n a l   b o d i e s 
a n d   o n   t h e   c o m m i t t e e s   f o r   l o c a l   s c h o o l s ,   h e a l t h   a n d   w e l f a r e   s e r v i c e s .   T h i s   i s   
e x e m p l i f i e d   i n   t h e   c a r e e r s   o f   M a y o r s   G e o r g e   W h i t t l e   a n d   C h a r l e s   W i l l i a m s o n   a n d   
T o w n   C l e r k   B o b   P a s h .   W h i t t l e ,   P r o s p e c t ’ s   f i r s t   m a y o r   i n   1 9 3 3 ,   w a s   a   c o u n c i l l o r   
o r   a l d e r m a n   f o r   4 3   y e a r s .   A n   a u c t i o n e e r   i n   t h e   b u s i n e s s   w o r l d ,   h e   w a s   a   k e e n   
d e b a t e r   a n d   R e p e r t o r y   T h e a t r e   a c t o r   a n d   w a s   i n s t r u m e n t a l   i n   t h e   f o r m a t i o n   o f   
t h e   P r o s p e c t   B a n d .   H e   w a s   a l s o   a n   elocutionist and an active member of the Red 
Cross, Boy Scouts and North A d e l a i d e   s c h o o l   a n d   s p o r t i n g   b o d i e s .   W i l l i a m s o n ,   
m a y o r   f r o m   1 9 4 9   t o   1 9 5 2   a n d   1 9 5 3   t o   1 9 5 4 ,   i n   a d d i t i o n   t o   t e r m s   a s   a n   
a l d e r m a n ,   h a d   a   l o n g   a s s o c i a t i o n   w i t h   b o t h   t h e   l o c a l   R e d   C r o s s   a n d   s u b - 
b r a n c h   o f   t h e   R S S I L A ,   w i t h   s t r o n g   p a r t i c i p a t i o n   i n   c o m m u n i t y   a f f a i r s .   P a s h ,   f i r s t 
e m p l o y e d   b y   t h e   c o u n c i l   i n   1 9 3 4 ,   e n l i s t e d   i n   1 9 4 0   a n d   r e t u r n e d   t o   c o u n c i l   
a f t e r   t h e   w a r ,   b e c o m i n g   t o w n   c l e r k   i n   1 9 5 0 .   H e   w a s   a c t i v e   i n   R o t a r y ,   a   l o n g - 
s e r v i n g   o f f i c e   b e a r e r   o f   t h e   D i s t r i c t   N u r s i n g   S o c i e t y ,   a n d   h e l d   a p p o i n t m e n t s   
i n   t h e   professional sphere.66

Prospect’s mayors came from varied backgrounds, with the professions, l o c a l   
b u s i n e s s   a n d   i n d u s t r y   s t r o n g l y   r e p r e s e n t e d . 6 7   T h e   c o u n c i l   w a s   n o t   i n v o l v e d   
w i t h   h u m a n   s e r v i c e s   s u c h   a s   l i b r a r i e s ,   a g e d   c a r e   a n d   c o m m u n i t y   arts programs, 
since state and federal funds for such services were limited. It c o n c e n t r a t e d   o n   b a s i c   
s e r v i c e s   s u c h   a s   t h e   p a v i n g   o f   r o a d s   a n d   t h e   p r o v i s i o n   o f   d r a i n a g e ,   w h i c h   w a s   
e s p e c i a l l y   i m p o r t a n t   s i n c e   C h u r c h i l l   R o a d   w a s   p r o n e   to flooding.68

T h e r e   w e r e   n o   w o m e n   o n   t h e   c o u n c i l   i n   t h e   P l a y f o r d   e r a . 6 9   T h e   mayoresses, 
wives or close relatives of the mayors, became involved with o r g a n i s a t i o n s   s u c h   a s   
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R e d   C r o s s ,   t h e   D i s t r i c t   N u r s i n g   S o c i e t y ,   P r o s p e c t   W o m e n ’ s   S e r v i c e   
A s s o c i a t i o n ,   t h e   I n s t i t u t e   L i b r a r y ,   s p o r t s   c l u b s ,   kindergartens and schools as
well as committees to raise funds for particular p r o j e c t s .   I n   J u l y   1 9 5 4   M a y o r e s s   
R u b y   L i t c h f i e l d   c h a i r e d   t h e   m e e t i n g   a t   w h i c h   a   n u m b e r   o f   P r o s p e c t   r e s i d e n t s 
w h o   h a d   p r e v i o u s l y   l i v e d   i n   t h e   c o u n t r y   e s t a b l i s h e d   t h e   P r o s p e c t   b r a n c h   o f   t h e   
C W A . 7 0   T h e   C W A   f o r m e d   a   c h o i r ,   a   d r a m a   g r o u p   a n d   a   h o s p i t a l   c o m m i t t e e   t o   
v i s i t   t h e   e l d e r l y ,   t a k i n g   f l o w e r s   a n d   s m a l l   g i f t s .   A s   a n o t h e r   c o m m u n i t y   
s e r v i c e ,   t h e   C W A   p a r t i c i p a t e d   i n   t h e   n a t u r a l i s a t i o n   c e r e m o n i e s   a t   t h e   
P r o s p e c t   T o w n   H a l l ,   m a k i n g   p o s i e s   t o   g i v e   w o m e n   a t   t h e   c e r e m o n y   a n d   
h e l p i n g   w i t h   e n t e r t a i n m e n t   a t   s u p p e r - t i m e . 7 1   L o c a l   c h u r c h e s   s u p p o r t e d   
h e a l t h   a n d   w e l f a r e   s e r v i c e s ;   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   c h u r c h   g r o u p s   p r o v i d e d   v o l u n t e e r s   f o r   
M e a l s   o n   W h e e l s   a n d   o r g a n i s e d   s e w i n g   a n d   m e n d i n g   w o r k i n g   b e e s . 7 2   T h e 
c o n t r i b u t i o n   o f   t h o u s a n d s   o f   h o u r s   o f   w o r k   b y   s u c h   v o l u n t e e r s   w a s   
r e m a r k a b l e   a n d   u n d e r s c o r e s   t h e   s t r e n g t h   o f   t h e   l o c a l   c o m m u n i t y   i n   
d e v e l o p i n g   n e w   s e r v i c e s   i n   e d u c a t i o n ,   r e c r e a t i o n ,   h e a l t h   a n d   w e l f a r e   d u r i n g   the 
Playford era when the government was overly parsimonious at times.

A l t h o u g h   c o m m u n i t y   g r o u p s   c o - o p e r a t e d   a n d   m e m b e r s h i p   o f   c o m m u n i t y   
g r o u p s   o v e r l a p p e d ,   d i v i s i o n s   b e t w e e n   g r o u p s   e x i s t e d .   R o m a n   C a t h o l i c   f a m i l i e s ,   
a   g r o u p   w i t h   o n l y   1 0 . 5 5   p e r   c e n t   o f   t h e   p o p u l a t i o n   i n   t h e   1947 Census and 13.5 per
cent by 1954, were generally concerned that t h e i r   c h i l d r e n   s h o u l d   a t t e n d   t h e i r   o w n   
s c h o o l s   a n d   m a r r y   w i t h i n   t h e i r   o w n   f a i t h .   F o r   m o s t   o f   t h e   P l a y f o r d   e r a   C a t h o l i c   
p a r i s h i o n e r s   w e r e   d i s c o u r a g e d   f r o m   a t t e n d i n g   P r o t e s t a n t   w e d d i n g   s e r v i c e s .   L o d g e 
m e m b e r s h i p   r e i n f o r c e d   t h e s e   C a t h o l i c - P r o t e s t a n t   d i v i s i o n s .   D i v i s i o n s   b e t w e e n   
r i c h   a n d   p o o r   occurred as in other suburbs, as did disputes between neighbours. 
However, w h i l e   m a n y   k e p t   t o   t h e i r   o w n   s m a l l   g r o u p ,   t h e   a c c o u n t s   o f   o l d e r   
r e s i d e n t s   d e s c r i b e   a   s t a b l e   a n d   c o h e s i v e   c o m m u n i t y   w h e r e   p e o p l e   u s u a l l y   d i d   
k n o w   t h e i r   n e i g h b o u r s .   P e o p l e   m i g h t   e x p e c t   t o   ‘ k e e p   t o   t h e m s e l v e s ’   a n d   m a i n t a i n 
t h e i r   p r i v a c y   b u t ,   f o r   m a n y ,   s m a l l   g e s t u r e s   s u c h   a s   o f f e r s   o f   f r u i t   a n d   
vegetables or lending a hand in time of need were an important part of 
neighbourliness.

Weekends and leisure time in post-war Prospect

T i m e s   m a y   h a v e   b e e n   l e s s   p r o s p e r o u s   t h a n   n o w ,   b u t   ‘ t h e   c o m m u n i t y   m a d e   u p   i t s 
o w n   a c t i v i t i e s   a n d   i t   d i d n ' t   c o s t   a   l o t ’ . 7 3   F a m i l i e s   v i s i t e d   o t h e r   families; churches
provided a focus in sport and social life; fund-raising events, generally in support of 
local causes and sporting groups, played a significant role in outings and 
conversations. On summer nights families gathered on the front lawn w i t h   
n e i g h b o u r i n g   c h i l d r e n   c o n g r e g a t i n g   a t   o n e   h o u s e   o r   a n o t h e r .   T h e r e   
w e r e   S a t u r d a y   m a t i n e e s   a t   t h e   O z o n e   T h e a t r e   f o r   the younger ones, and many 
adults had regular bookings for Saturday n i g h t s .   S u n d a y   o u t i n g s   i n v o l v i n g   a l l   
t h e   f a m i l y   w e r e   p o p u l a r .   However, organised sport was not p l a y e d   o n   
S u n d a y s   a n d   c h u r c h e s   w e r e   o f t e n   r e l u c t a n t   t o   m a k e   t h e   k e y s   t o   t h e i r   t e n n i s   
c o u r t s   a v a i l a b l e   o n   t h i s   d a y ,   e v e n   f o r   a   c a s u a l   game.74

On most Saturdays sport at Prospect Oval was the centre of a t t r a c t i o n   f o r   l a r g e   
c r o w d s   a n d   residents could be sure of meeting p e o p l e   t h e y   k n e w .   C r i c k e t   a n d   
A u s t r a l i a n   R u l e s   f o o t b a l l   w e r e   t h e   big draw-cards but the oval site had gradually 
been developed with a g r a n d s t a n d   i n c o r p o r a t i n g   t h e   R S S I L A   c l u b r o o m s ,   t e n n i s   
c o u r t s ,   a   c r o q u e t   c l u b   a n d   a   b o w l i n g   c l u b .   B o b   P a s h   a n d   t h r e e   o f   h i s   b r o t h e r s   
w e r e   t y p i c a l   o f   m a n y   s p o r t s m e n ,   p l a y i n g   c r i c k e t   i n   s u m m e r   a n d   f o o t b a l l   i n   
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w i n t e r   f o r   t h e   l o c a l   c l u b s .   I n   1 9 3 9   o n e   b r o t h e r ,   J e f f ,   w o n   t h e   M a g a r e y   M e d a l   f o r   
t h e   b e s t   and fairest player in the South Australian Football League competition  other 
N o r t h   A d e l a i d e   p l a y e r s   t o   w i n   m e d a l s   i n   t h e   p e r i o d   w e r e   H a r o l d   H a w k e   (1937),
Ron Phillips (1948 and 1949), Ian McKay (1950) and Barrie Barbary ( 1 9 6 0 ) . 7 5   I n   
t h e   1 9 5 2   G r a n d   F i n a l   N o r t h   A d e l a i d e   d e f e a t e d   N o r w o o d   b y   a   r e c o r d   1 8   g o a l s   – 
a   p h o t o g r a p h   o f   M c K a y ’ s   ‘ M a r k   o f   t h e   Y e a r ’   b e c a m e   a   c o l l e c t o r ’ s   i t e m .   L o c a l   
h e r o ,   K e n   F a r m e r ,   s e t   s e v e r a l   r e c o r d s   i n   k i c k i n g   1 , 5 0 0   g o a l s   i n   c l u b   a n d   i n t e r s t a t e   
g a m e s   f r o m   1 9 2 9   t o   1 9 4 1 . 7 6   T h e   s t r o n g   s u p p o r t   for the Prospect Cricket Club was 
rewarded with the team winning the South A u s t r a l i a n   C r i c k e t   A s s o c i a t i o n   
p r e m i e r s h i p s   o f   1 9 6 0 - 6 1 ,   1 9 6 2 - 6 3   a n d   1 9 6 3 - 6 4 . 7 7   R e m i n d e r s   o f   w a r t i m e   
e x p e r i e n c e s   a r e   f o u n d   i n   t h r e e   s t r u c t u r e s   l i n k i n g   t h e   R S S I L A   a n d   t h e   o v a l :   a   
m e m o r i a l   a r c h   t o   F i r s t   W o r l d   W a r   members opened in 1936; a memorial arch to 
the fallen of the Second World W a r   u n v e i l e d   b y   M a y o r   W i l l i a m s o n   i n   1 9 5 2 ;   
a n d   t h e   R S S I L A ’ s   H a l l   o f   Memory clubrooms which Premier Playford opened in 
November 1959. The clubrooms, built by voluntary labour supplemented by contract 
work, were financed by a long period of fund-raising.78

B o w l i n g   a n d   c r o q u e t   l a w n s ,   l o c a l   f o o t b a l l   a n d   t e n n i s   c l u b s ,   b a s k e t b a l l   and tennis 
courts, with special emphasis on junior sports, were provided at B r o a d v i e w   O v a l   i n   
t h e   n o r t h - e a s t   o f   t h e   c o u n c i l   a r e a .   B l a i r   A t h o l   T e n n i s   Club and Prospect Gardens 
Women's Bowling Club provided residents with o t h e r   c h o i c e s . 7 9   I n   a d d i t i o n   
c h u r c h   g r o u p s   h a d   c o u r t s   f o r   t e n n i s   a n d   basketball (later called netball), facilities
which were much used in the 1950s a n d   1 9 6 0 s   w h e n   i n   a n y   o n e   s e a s o n   t e a m s   
f r o m   o n e   c h u r c h   a l o n e   m i g h t   involve 60 to 70 people.80 Formal dances were 
popular in the 1950s. Local residents might go to A d e l a i d e   t o   t h e   P a l a i s   R o y a l   o n   
N o r t h   T e r r a c e   f o r   a   S a t u r d a y   n i g h t   d a n c e .   Many of the church and voluntary 
groups sponsored dances and more formal b a l l s .   O t h e r   e v e n t s   w e r e   o r g a n i s e d   b y   
i n d i v i d u a l s   t o   c e l e b r a t e   s u c h   o c c a s i o n s   a s   2 1 s t   b i r t h d a y s   a n d   d e b u t a n t e ,   o r   ‘ c o m i n g   
o u t ’ ,   d a n c e s .   D r e s s   w a s   f o r m a l   a t   t h e   p o p u l a r   d e b u t a n t e   b a l l s :   g i r l s   w o r e   l o n g   
w h i t e   d r e s s e s   w i t h   l o n g   w h i t e   gloves, and their partners dressed in dinner suits. 
‘Socials’, square dances and t a l e n t   q u e s t s   w e r e   s i m p l e   f o r m s   o f   e n t e r t a i n m e n t   t h a t   
a l l o w e d   f o r   a   m i x t u r e   o f   a g e   g r o u p s .   A n n u a l   p i c n i c s   o r   o u t i n g s ,   o f t e n   o n   a   h o l i d a y   
w e e k e n d ,   w e r e   held by many groups. Young people might make up a group to go to 
the beach o n   t h e i r   b i c y c l e s .   T r i p s   t o   t h e   b e a c h   w i t h   t h e   f a m i l y   w e r e   m a d e   o n   
t h e   G l e n e l g   t r a m   o r   t h e   S e m a p h o r e   t r a i n ,   b u t   i n c r e a s i n g l y   r e s i d e n t s   h a d   t h e i r   
own cars for these expeditions.

S a t u r d a y   n i g h t   e n t e r t a i n i n g   a t   h o m e   g a v e   t h e   h o s t e s s   a n   o p p o r t u n i t y   t o   u s e   t h e   h a n d 
e m b r o i d e r e d   s u p p e r   c l o t h s   s h e   h a d   p r e p a r e d   f o r   h e r   g l o r y   b o x .   A   s u p p e r   t h a t   
i n c l u d e d   s a n d w i c h e s ,   s a u s a g e   r o l l s ,   l a m i n g t o n s   a n d   c r e a m   c a k e s   w a s   l e s s   
e x p e n s i v e   t h a n   a   f o r m a l   d i n n e r   p a r t y .   S u c h   o c c a s i o n s   c o u l d   i n v o l v e   y o u n g e r   
m e m b e r s   o f   t h e   f a m i l y ,   w i t h   e n t e r t a i n m e n t   a p p r o p r i a t e   t o   t h e   m i x e d   a g e   g r o u p :   
c a r d   g a m e s ,   b o a r d   g a m e s   a n d   s i n g s o n g s .   M e a n w h i l e ,   o t h e r   c o o k i n g   t r a d i t i o n s   
w e r e   d e v e l o p i n g   i n   P r o s p e c t   t h a t   o w e d   l i t t l e   t o   M i s s   F u t t e r ’ s   A u s t r a l i a n   H o m e 
C o o k e r y   o r   t h e   G r e e n   a n d   G o l d   C o o k e r y   B o o k :   p a s t a ,   b a k l a v a ,   g o u l a s h ,   s t o l l e n , 
w e r e   b e i n g   s e r v e d   b y   s o m e   o f   t h e   m i g r a n t   families from Europe who had come to 
live in Prospect.81

For quieter recreational pursuits, residents supported the local Institute L i b r a r y   t h a t   
h a d   b e e n   e s t a b l i s h e d   i n   1 9 0 5 . 8 2   T h e   l i b r a r y   s u r v i v e d   w i t h   t h e   financial support of
subscribers and some help from the council, struggling t h r o u g h   t h e   d i f f i c u l t   y e a r s   o f 
t h e   1 9 3 0 s . 8 3   K e e n   y o u n g   r e a d e r s   c o u l d   c a t c h   t h e   t r a m   t o   v i s i t   t h e   C h i l d r e n ’ s   
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L i b r a r y   i n   t h e   o l d   P o l i c e   B a r r a c k s   i n   Adelaide.

M u s i c a l   g r o u p s   w a x e d   a n d   w a n e d   i n   t h e   P l a y f o r d   y e a r s .   P r o s p e c t ' s   Band, 
established in 1935 with the encouragement of Mayor Whittle, never r e c o v e r e d   f r o m 
t h e   i m p a c t   o f   t h e   S e c o n d   W o r l d   W a r   w h e n   2 7   o f   t h e   4 0   band members enlisted 
in the services. The band was wound up in 1955. A n u m b e r   o f   m e n   w h o   h a d   
s e r v e d   t o g e t h e r   i n   t h e   l o c a l   A R P   f o r m e d   t h e   P r o s p e c t   M a l e   V o i c e   C h o i r   i n   
1 9 4 5 ,   a n d   t h i s   l a s t e d   u n t i l   1 9 5 2 . 8 4   B y   c o n t r a s t   t h e   n e w   C W A   c h o i r   f l o u r i s h e d   i n   
t h e   m i d   1 9 5 0 s ,   a s   d i d   t h e   m a n y   c h u r c h   choirs.

Prospect’s lifestyle from the 1950s

T h e   1 9 5 0 s   a n d   e a r l y   1 9 6 0 s   b r o u g h t   c h a n g e s   t o   t h e   c u l t u r e   a n d   m a t e r i a l   
c o n d i t i o n s   o f   t h e   p r e - w a r   y e a r s   a n d   f o r e s h a d o w e d   t h e   g r e a t e r   c h a n g e s   o f   t h e   
1 9 7 0 s .   T e l e p h o n e s   a n d   r e f r i g e r a t o r s   w e r e   i n s t a l l e d   i n   h o u s e s   along with breakfast 
bars and vinyl chairs; by the early 1960s residents were i n s t a l l i n g   t e l e v i s i o n   s e t s .   
S o m e   o l d e r   h o u s e s   w e r e   ‘ m o d e r n i s e d ’   t o   f i t   i n   w i t h   new architectural fashions, and 
new dwellings were built of cream brick.

S h o p p i n g   p a t t e r n s   c h a n g e d   a s   r e f r i g e r a t o r s   b e c a m e   m o r e   c o m m o n   a n d   car 
ownership increased. New supermarkets affected the patronage of long established 
shops along Main North and Prospect roads: grocers such as the o l d   C P S   ( C e n t r a l   
P r o v i s i o n   S t o r e s ) ,   B e i l b y ’ s   o r   T o w n   a n d   C o u n t r y ,   a n d   drapery shops.85 The 
popularity of television led to the closing of the Ozone T h e a t r e   a n d   i t s   c o n v e r s i o n   
t o   a   s u p e r m a r k e t .   C o n t i n e n t a l   d e l i c a t e s s e n s   m a d e   t h e i r   a p p e a r a n c e   a n d   
p r o v i d e d   n e w   p r o d u c t s . 8 6   C a r   s a l e s   y a r d s   r e p l a c e d   a   n u m b e r   o f   h o u s e s   a n d   
s m a l l   s h o p s   a l o n g   M a i n   N o r t h   R o a d .   O t h e r   b u s i n e s s e s   a d a p t e d   t o   n e w   
c o n d i t i o n s .   W .   S m i t h ' s   s t o r e   o n   t h e   c o r n e r   of Bosanquet Street and Prospect Road, 
which had provided saddlery for h o r s e - d r a w n   v e h i c l e s ,   b e c a m e   a   s u c c e s s f u l   
h a r d w a r e   a n d   c r o c k e r y   s t o r e . 8 7   T h e   G r e e k - b o r n   p a r e n t s   o f   B i l l   Z a h a r i s   w o r k e d   i n   
f a c t o r i e s   u n t i l   t h e y   c o u l d   a f f o r d   t o   b u y   a   p r o p e r t y   f o r   a   f r u i t   a n d   v e g e t a b l e   s h o p   
o n   P r o s p e c t   R o a d ,   one of several shops with Greek or Italian owners.88

D e s p i t e   t h e s e   c h a n g e s ,   t h e   e x i s t i n g   n e t w o r k   o f   c o n t a c t s   p e r s i s t e d :   L i o n s   a n d   
R o t a r y   c l u b s   e v o l v e d ,   s p o r t s   c l u b s   a n d   l o d g e s   f l o u r i s h e d .   B y   t h e   early 1960s, the 
Northern Community Hospital, the MBHA centres and new k i n d e r g a r t e n s   w e r e   w e l l   
e s t a b l i s h e d .   W i t h   t h e   o p e n   p a d d o c k s   g o n e   a n d   o n l y   a   f e w   v a c a n t   a l l o t m e n t s   
a v a i l a b l e ,   t h e   c o u n c i l   c o n c e n t r a t e d   o n   d e v e l o p i n g   parks and reserves.89

In 1934, the year after Tom Playford was elected to parliament, the Blair Athol 
School opened to cope with the increasing number of children in the northern part of 
Prospect. Symbolically in 1968, the year Playford finished his p a r l i a m e n t a r y   c a r e e r ,   
t h e   P r o s p e c t   S e n i o r   C i t i z e n s   C e n t r e   o p e n e d ,   f o l l o w e d   t w o   y e a r s   l a t e r   b y   t h e   
N a i l s w o r t h   S e n i o r   C i t i z e n s   C e n t r e .   P l a y f o r d   a n d   P r o s p e c t   w e r e   b e g i n n i n g   t o   
a g e .   T h o s e   w h o   h a d   b u i l t   n e w   b u n g a l o w s   i n   t h e   late 1920s were now in their 60s 
and 70s. Many of the younger people who had played in tennis and basketball clubs in
the 1950s had married and moved away f r o m   t h e   d i s t r i c t .   T h e   p o p u l a t i o n   o f   t h e   a r e a 
w a s   n o w   i n   d e c l i n e ,   w i t h   f e w e r   p e o p l e   p e r   h o u s e h o l d   a n d   m o r e   e l d e r l y   p e o p l e   
t h a n   i n   1 9 3 3 .   A n   i n f l u x   o f   young professional couples to the district was to ensure 
further demographic changes and new demands for community services. However, 
the infrastructure was in place, its development reflecting changes that had occurred 
throughout t h e   i n n e r   m e t r o p o l i t a n   a r e a :   s t r e e t s   h a d   b e e n   p a v e d ,   h e a l t h   a n d   
e d u c a t i o n a l   s e r v i c e s   h a d   i m p r o v e d   a n d   t h e r e   w e r e   b e t t e r   s p o r t i n g   f a c i l i t i e s .   T h e r e 
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w e r e   c h a n g e s   t o   d a i l y   l i f e   t h a t   a r o s e   f r o m   t r a n s p o r t   d e v e l o p m e n t s :   b u s e s   h a d   
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emerged with the advent of the supermarket and the decline of the corner s t o r e .   
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g e n e r a l   a s   t h e y   w a t e r e d   t h e i r   g a r d e n s .   P r o s p e c t   w a s   a   q u i e t   district and suburban 
life went on quietly.
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