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G r a c e   M o n t g o m e r y   N e v i l l e ,   born 8th May 1812, probably in Ireland, was a founding 

w i f e   a n d   m o t h e r   o f   S o u t h   A u s t r a l i a .   B e cause of her marriages to the first two 

colonial chaplains, Charles Beaumont Howard and James Farrell, she was also a founding

member of Trinity Church, with which she was continuously associated for 34 years.

Sadly, because none of Grace’s personal records is extant – at least in Australia – we 

have no documented evidence, from her perspective, about her origins, her personal faith,

or her participation in Trinity Church, and must draw on second-hand opinions. This 

makes interpretations of Grace’s life and character, at best, conjectural.

G r a c e   N e v i l l e   b e g a n   h e r   l i f e ’ s   w o r k   a s   a   c l e r g y m a n ’ s   w i f e   w h e n ,   a t   2 0 ,   s h e   m a r r i e d   

C h a r l e s   B e a u m o n t   H o w a r d ,   M . A . ,   a   g r a d u a t e   o f   T r i n i t y   C o l l e g e ,   D u b l i n ,   and self-

declared evangelical whose avowed purpose was ‘to preach Christ and Him crucified’.

During the Howards’ early ministry in England two daughters were born – Grace 

M o n t g o m e r y   ( 2   D e c e m b e r   1 8 3 3 )   a n d   B a r b a r a   I s a b e l l a   M a r y ,   o r   ‘ B e l ’   ( 2 7   

J a n u a r y   1835). Following Howard’s appointment as Colonial Chaplain, the little family, 

t o g e t h e r   w i t h   G r a c e ’ s   s i s t e r ,   R a c h e l ,   a n d   s e r v a n t s   M a r g a r e t   S h i n e s   a n d   C a t h e r ine 

Kenny, sailed in the Buffalo to the unknown colony of South Australia.

Howard shared a love of dancing with fellow Irishmen. His violin playing to accompany 

the dancing on board ship drew both favourable and unfavourable comments, as did his 

sermons. However, Rosina Ferguson, Scottish immigrant, a d m i r e d   n e i t h e r   H o w a r d   n o r   

h i s   w i f e .   S h e   d e c l a r e d   t h a t ,   a l t h o u g h   H o w a r d   w a s   ‘ t o o   g i v e n   t o   t h e   p l e a s u r e s   a n d   

p o l i t i c s   o f   t h e   w o r l d ,   h i s   g u n ,   o r   a   d a n c e ’ ,   h e   might improve, but his ‘very vain, gay 

wife was a drawback to him’. However, Rosina Ferguson was comparing Howard with 

the beloved pastor she so sadly m i s s e d ,   a n d   h e r   S c o t t i s h   p i e t y   m i g h t   a l s o   h a v e   



c o l o u r e d   h e r   v i e w   o f   t h e   Howards. Governor Hindmarsh also observed that Grace was

a ‘handsome’ but ‘i n s i n u a t i n g ,   t a l e - b e a r i n g   w o m a n ’ ,   b u t   t h e   i n a r t i c u l a t e ,   b l u f f   s e a - 

c a p t a i n   m a y   w e l l   h a v e   b e e n   n o   m a t c h   f o r   G r a c e ’ s   r e a d y   w i t .   N e v e r t h e l e s s ,   t h i s   w a s   

n o t   t h e   last time that Grace's words were to provoke criticism or offence.

While in the early stages of another pregnancy, Grace was to endure her first Australian 

summer in a tent on the sandhills of Holdfast Bay. By June the family h a d   m o v e d   t o   t h e i r 

f i r s t   h o m e   –   a   s i x - r o o m e d   M a n n i n g   h o u s e ,   e r e c t e d   b y   H o w ard, on the church town acre 

on North Terrace. While her dedicated husband pastored his scattered flock on foot, 

Grace cared for her family, paid the social dues and attended the church functions 

required of a Chaplain's wife, as well as nurturing a small Sunday School.

O n   1 5   O c t o b e r   1 8 3 7   t h e i r   w e a k l y   l i t t l e   s o n   w a s   b o r n .   B a p t i s e d   ‘ C h a r l e s   N e v i l l e ’   b y   h i s 

f a t h e r   w h e n   t h r e e   d a y s   o l d ,   t h e   b a b y   d i e d   a n d   w a s   b u r i e d   b y   h i s   f a t h e r   t h e   f o llowing 

day. Yet public duty came before private sorrow. Grace and her husband grieved apart as 

Howard, Colonial Chaplain, took his place with other public officials to celebrate the 

news that Princess Victoria had become Queen.

In July 1838, at the christening ceremony of Emily Anne Fisher, daughter of Elizabeth 

and James Hurtle Fisher, the Resident Commissioner and members of Trinity, Grace 

wore ‘stiff corded black silk’. Known as one ‘very fond of dress a n d   s h o w i n g   i t   o f f ’ ,   d i d   

G r a c e   w i s h   t o   s t a n d   o u t   i n   b l a c k   a m o n g   o t h e r   p a r i s h i o n e r s ,   a l l   o f   w h o m   w o r e   p a s t e l   

c o l o u r s ?   O r   w a s   s h e   s t i l l   i n   m o u r n i n g   f o r   h e r   s o n ?   If the latter, perhaps her sorrow may 

have helped her to comfort her servant, Catherine Kenny, now Catherine Monck, wife of 

John Monck, Trinity Clerk and West Terrace Cemetery sexton, who was to lose her five 

children in infancy.

When the evangelical Governor, George Gawler, and his wife Maria, arrived in 

S e p t e m b e r   1 8 3 8 ,   t h e y   f o u n d   t h e   H o w a r d s   ‘ i n   w e a k   b o d i l y   h e a l t h ’   b e c a u s e   o f   their 

‘largely unassisted labours’, but with the former’s patronage and encouragement, a 

District Visiting Society was formed and the Sunday school began to f l o u r i s h .   W i l l i a m   

R o s s ,   a n   e x p e r i e n c e d   L o n d o n   t e a c h e r ,   w a s   S u p e r i n t e n d e n t   o f   the Sunday school and 

Head of the Native School Establishment. The boys from the School, in their bright red 

shirts, and the girls in their long, grey dresses and white headbands regularly attended 



Trinity Sunday School. Among these was K u d n a r t o ,   t u t o r e d   i n   E u r o p e a n   w a y s   a n d ,   

p e r h a p s   e v e n   b y   G r a c e ,   i n   t h e   C h r i s t i a n   f a i t h ,   w h o ,   w h e n   s h e   m a r r i e d   T h o m a s   

A d a m s ,   w a s   t h e   f i r s t   a b o r i g i n a l   woman to marry a white man.

In 1848 the current Governor, Sir Richard MacDonnell, another Irishman with Trinity 

College connections, visited the impressive Sunday school. It was, conceivably, partly 

because of Grace’s work and influence in this area, that he named the mid-north township

of Grace and Grace Plains after her, a rare honour for a woman.

By 1840 the Howards had two more daughters – Henrietta Hindmarsh (9 February 1839) 

and Elizabeth Susannah (27January 1840), known affectionately as ‘Henni’ and ‘Muttie’ 

respectively. Grace was possibly more an ‘evangelical widow’ than previously, as 

Howard, now on his horse, Luther, visited burgeoning congregations further afield at Port

Adelaide (St P a u l ’ s ) ,   A n g a s t o n   ( S t   P e t e r ’ s )   a n d   G a w l e r .   W e   k n o w ,   h o w e v e r ,   t h a t   G r a c e   

a c c o m p a n i e d   him on at least one occasion in 1842 when he preached to over 30 people in

the barn of friends Bessie and Frank Davison, at Blakiston, near Mt Barker.

With a Church of England membership in the colony of 12,000 by 1840, Howard had the 

assistance of 36 year old bachelor, James Farrell, M.A., fellow graduate of Trinity 

College, former curate in England and Ireland, and incumbent, since September, at St 

John’s in the Wilderness (now Halifax Street). Farrell shared the burden of parish work 

and the increasing fin a n c i a l   s t r e s s   o f   e s t a b l i s h i n g   a   c h u r c h   i n   t h e   c o l o n y ’ s   f i r s t   e c o n o m i c 

d e p r e s s i o n .   A l r e a d y   i n   w e a k e n e d   h e a l t h   f r o m   t h e s e   s t r a i n s   a n d   a   s e v e r e   c o l d ,   H o w a r d   

c a u g h t   a   c h i l l   i n   t h e   b l e a k ,   w e t   J u l y   o f   1 8 4 3   w h e n   h e   w e n t   b e y o n d   t h e   b o u n d s   o f   d u t y ,   

d o u b t l e s s   m i n d f u l   o f   his own little son’s death, to bury the infant son of John Bull. He 

died on 19 July 1843, entrusting Grace and his children to his friend and colleague, James

Farrell.

At 32, Grace was now a widow with four young children, and as Howard had died 

intestate, was left with a dower and a few lots of heavily-mortgaged land. She moved to 

Octagon Cottage in East Terrace, the home of Osmond Gilles, Colonial Secretary and 

Trinity trustee, which home Gilles gave as the parsonage for St John’s. Here another 

catastrophe befell Grace. In November 1844 a fire broke out and she lost furniture and 

family possessions. Despite contemporary propriety, Grace may have returned 



temporarily to Trinity p a r s o n a g e ,   w h e r e   F a r r e l l   h a d   b e e n   l i v i n g   a s   s e c o n d   C o l o n i a l   

C h a p l a i n   s i n c e   H o w a r d ’ s   death, especially if accommodation for a woman and four 

children were not forthcoming, but within two months she was residing, possibly 

holidaying, at Glenelg.

In February 1845, a scandal broke in Adelaide. James Farrell faced prosecution for 

indecent assault, brought against him by Richard Charlesworth, shoemaker, on behalf of 

his 14-year-old daughter, Sarah, Grace’s servant of only a few days. The Adelaide press 

covered the trial fully. Despite stifling heat, Adelaideians packed the courthouse, while 

bystanders peered through windows, to witness the prosecution of the chaplain of their 

foremost church.

T h e   t r i a l   r e v e a l e d   t h a t   G r a c e ,   h e r   s i s t e r   R a c h e l ,   f o u r   c h i l d r e n ,   S a r a h   a n d   F a r r e l l   h a d   

crammed into the four-roomed Glenelg cottage, with Farrell sleeping on the sofa in the 

parlour, opening onto Grace’s bedroom. From here one morning, by her own admission 

during the trial, Grace impatiently called twice to Farrell to wake Sarah. Entering Sarah's 

r o o m   i n   h i s   n i g h t s h i r t ,   o n   h i s   s e c o n d   a t t e m p t   F a r r e l l   s h o o k   h e r ,   p u l l e d   b a c k   t h e   

b e d clothes and, according to Sarah, ‘touched her on her left breast’.

D u r i n g   t h e   t r i a l ,   J a m e s   H u r t l e   F i s h e r   s a t   b e s i d e   F a r r e l l .   F i s h e r ,   k n o w n   a s   a   ‘ w i l y   

a c a demic lawyer’, was not only counsel for Farrell, but had also been an original trustee 

and influential member of Farrell’s church. Further supported by several prominent 

citizens who rallied around a member of their class, Farrell was finally acquitted because 

of insufficient evidence, but the case had laid bare the distinct social and economic advantages Far- 

r e l l   h a d   o v e r   a   1 4 - y e a r - o l d   s e r v a n t   g i r l .   H e   l e f t   t h e   c o u r t r o o m   ‘ m u c h   a f f e c t e d ’ .   H i s   

i n d i s -cretion was to set serious consequences in train.

G o v e r n o r   G r e y   i n f o r m e d   D o w n i n g   S t r e e t   a n d   t h e   R i g h t   R e v .   D r .   W .   G .   B r o u g h t o n ,   

B i s h o p   of Australia. Both agreed that Farrell was ‘guilty of breaches of propriety and 

decorum’ exp e c t e d   o f   ‘ a   m i n i s t e r   o f   t h e   g o s p e l ’ .   A l t h o u g h   F a r r e l l   w a s   a p p o i n t e d   

D e a n   i n   1 8 4 9 ,   B r o u g h t o n   d e c l a r e d   h e   ‘ l a c k e d   t h e   q u a l i f i c a t i o n s   f o r   a n y   s u p e r i o r   

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l   o f f i c e ’ ,   l e t   alone ‘the Head of the Establishment of the Church of England 

in the province of South Australia.’

A   l i t t l e   o v e r   t w o   y e a r s   a f t e r   h e r   h u s b a n d ’ s   d e a t h ,   b u t   h a v i n g   k n o w n   F a r r e l l   f o r   f i v e   



y e a r s ,   G r a c e   a n d   h e   w e r e   m a r r i e d   q u i e t l y   o n   1 2   N o v e m b e r   1 8 4 5 .   F o r   w a n t   o f   a   

C h u r c h   o f   E n g l a n d   c l e r g y m a n   t o   o f f i c i a t e ,   t h e   m a r r i a g e   w a s   p e r f o r m e d   b y   t h e   R e v .   

R o b e r t   H a i n i n g   i n   t h e   l i t t l e   s t r i n g y - b a r k   C h u r c h   o f   S c o t l a n d ,   S t   M a r y ’ s - o n - t h e - S t u r t .   

T h e   n e w s   t o o k   t e n   d a y s   t o   reach Adelaide’s press.

The Farrells had embarked on a marriage in which Grace proved neither a stoic nor a 

pliant w i f e .   H e r   d a u g h t e r ,   G r a c e ,   n o t e d   s e v e r a l   d o m e s t i c   c o n f l i c t s   i n   h e r   d i a r y ,   a n d   

a l m o s t   a   d e c ade after her mother’s marriage, was still commenting, ‘What a sad thing 

these family disputes are.’

Almost a decade after her own marriage, Grace Farrell saw her eldest daughter married. 

In 1 8 5 4 ,   2 1 - y e a r - o l d   G r a c e   H o w a r d   w a s   c o n f i d i n g   t o   h e r   d i a r y ,   n o t   o n l y   h e r   

a n n o y a n c e   a t   persistent overtures from one suitor, but her increasing pleasure in the 

company of Charles M a r r y a t ,   2 7 - y e a r - o l d   O x f o r d   g r a d u a t e ,   i n c u m b e n t   a t   S t   J o h n ’ s   

s i n c e   A p r i l   1 8 5 3 ,   a n d   s o c i a l l y   w e l l - c o n n e c t e d   a s   B i s h o p   S h o r t ’ s   n e p h e w   a n d   b r o t h e r   

o f   L a d y   A u g u s t a   Y o u n g ,   w i f e   of the current Governor. Grace’s growing admiration for 

Charles had to survive one serious s e t b a c k ,   h o w e v e r .   H e r   s p i r i t e d   d e f e n c e   o f   h e r   I r i s h   

f o n d n e s s   f o r   d a n c i n g   d r e w   s t r o n g   c r i t i c i s m   f r o m   C h a r l e s .   L a t e r ,   w h e n   h e   p r e a c h e d   

‘ a g a i n s t   t h e   v a n i t i e s   o f   t h i s   w o r l d ’   f r o m   1   John 5:14, Grace was quite sure ‘he was 

directing his words partly at her’.

H o w e v e r ,   w i t h   a   r e c o n c i l i a t i o n   a c h i e v e d ,   o n   8   A u g u s t   1 8 5 4   G r a c e   H o w a r d   a n d   

C h a r l e s   M a r r y a t   w e r e   m a r r i e d   a t   T r i n i t y ,   w i t h   h e r   s t e p - f a t h e r ,   J a m e s   F a r r e l l ,   

o f f i c i a t i n g .   I f   G r a c e   Farrell had an qualms about losing her first child in marriage, her 

unease would surely have b e e n   a l l a y e d   h a d   s h e   k n o w n   o f   C h a r l e s ’   p r a y e r   t o   h i s   d i a r y :   

‘ O   G o d ,   b l e s s   t h i s   m a r r i a g e   o f   m i n e   t o   m y   t e m p o r a l   a n d   s p i r i t u a l   a n d   m i n i s t e r i a l   g o o d   

. . .   I n   s e e k i n g   m y   o w n   h a p p i n e s s ,   I   have not forgotten Thy glory.’

T e n   m o n t h s   l a t e r   G r a c e   F a r r e l l   b e c a m e   a   g r a n d m o t h e r   f o r   t h e   f i r s t   t i m e ,   w h e n   

C h a r l e s   H o w a r d   M a r r y a t ,   o r   ‘ C h a r l i e ’ ,   w a s   b o r n .   I n   y e a r s   t o   c o m e   G r a c e   w a s   t o   b e   

g r a n d m o t h e r   t o   e i g h t   m o r e   M a r r y a t   c h i l d r e n ,   s i x   o f   w h o m   s u r v i v e d   h e r ,   b u t   n o n e   

s e e m e d   t o   g i v e   s o   m u c h   d e l i g h t   a s   t h i s   f i r s t   g r a n d s o n ,   p e r h a p s   b e c a u s e   h e   r e m i n d e d   h e r 

o f   h e r   o n l y   l i t t l e   s o n ,   C h a r les, who had lived for just five days.

A shadow had fallen over the Marryats’ wedding however. Muttie had been too ill to be 



b r i d e s m a i d   a n d   w a s   t o   d i e   t w o   y e a r s   l a t e r ,   a t   o n l y   1 6 ,   f r o m   o n e   o f   h e r   ‘ u s u a l   a t t a c k s ’ ,   

a n d   w a s   b u r i e d   b e s i d e   h e r   f a t h e r ,   C h a r l e s   H o w a r d .   H e a r t b r o k e n   a t   t h e   l o s s   o f   a   s e c o n d 

c h i l d ,   G r a c e   s e e m e d   t o   t a k e   c o m f o r t   ‘ o n l y   f r o m   h e r   g r a n d s o n ,   C h a r l i e ,   a n d   t h e   s i g h t   o f   

h i s   m e r r y   little face.’

In November 1857, Grace became the mother of two brides dressed exactly alike, when 

Bel married John Williams, pastoralist of Black Rock station, and Henni became the wife

of Captain Morley Saunders of the 12th Regiment. The assertion of Douglas Pike, 

historian, that Grace wished to see her daughters ‘married well’ may have seemed a 

reality with Bel now married into landed wealth and society, and Henni the wife of an 

army Captain with a promising career, but both marriages were threaded with sorrow.

J o h n   W i l l i a m s   w a s   c o n s u m p t i v e ,   f r a i l   e v e n   a t   m a r r i a g e .   Y e t   i t   w a s   ‘ t h e   m u c h - 

l o v e d   B e l l   . . .   o f   t h e   s w e e t   d i s p o s i t i o n ’   w h o   w a s   t o   d i e   f i r s t ,   n i n e   y e a r s   a f t e r   

m a r r i a g e ,   a n d   l e a v i n g   n o   c h i l d r e n .   G r a c e   F a r r e l l   h a d   n o w   t o   m o u r n   t h e   l o s s   o f   a   t h i r d 

c h i l d .   L i k e w i s e   H e n n i ,   w i t h   a n   i t i n e r a n t   h u s b a n d   p o s t e d   a t   v a r i o u s   p l a c e s   w i t h i n   

A u s t r a l i a   a n d   a s   f a r   a f i e l d   a s   I n d i a ,   h a d   t o   b e a r   m u c h   r e s p o n s i b i l i t y   f o r   h e r   

c h i l d r e n ’ s   u p b r i n g i n g .   H e r   s i s t e r ,   G r a c e   M a r r y a t ,   f o u n d   t h e   c h i l d r e n   u n r u l y   a n d   

‘ s a d l y   s p o i l t ’ ,   w h i l e   g r a n d m o t h e r   G r a c e   f o u n d   t h e m   v e r y   d i f f i c u l t   t o   h a n d l e   o n   t h e i r 

i n f r e q u e n t   v i s i t s .   M o r e   s e r i o u s   w a s   M o r l e y ' s   ‘ q u e e r   b e h a v i o u r ’ ,   a b o u t   w h i c h   

G r a c e   M a r r y a t   w a s   s o   c o n c e r n e d   t h a t   s h e   s p o k e   w i t h   h e r   s t e p - f a t h e r ,   a n d   b o t h   

c o n s u l t e d   t h e   f a m i l y   d o c t o r .   F u r t h e r m o r e ,   i n   S y d n e y   i n   1 8 6 3 ,   S a u n d e r s   f a c e d   a   

p r o l o n g e d   c o u r t - m a r t i a l   ‘ i n d u c e d   b y   h i s   C o l o n e l ’ s   c o n d u c t   t o w a r d s   h i s   w i f e ’ .   

S a u n d e r s   h a d   f i r s t   t a k e n   l e a v e   f r o m   h i s   b a s e   w i t h o u t   p e r m i s s i o n ,   a f t e r   w h i c h   

c o n s e q u e n t   c h a r g e s   w e r e   p r e f e r r e d .   W i t h   t h e   r e p o r t i n g   o f   t h e   c a s e   i n   A d e l a i d e ,   

G r a c e   F a r r e l l   a n d   f a m i l y   e n d u r e d   t h e   u n w a n t e d   p u b l i c i t y   o f   a   s e c o n d   s c a n d a l   until 

Saunders’ acquittal a year later.

B y   t h e   1 8 6 0 s   t h e   F a r r e l l s   w e r e   ‘ e m p t y - n e s t e r s ’   a t   a   t i m e   w h e n   b o t h   t h e   c o l o n y   

a n d   T r i n i t y   c h u r c h   h a d   c o n s o l i d a t e d   f o l l o w i n g   a   p o s t - m i n e r a l   b u o y a n t   e c o n o m y .   

I n d e e d ,   T r i n i t y   w a s   n o w   c o n s i d e r e d   t h e   s o c i e t y   c h u r c h   o f   A d e l a i d e   a n d   ‘ n o   s o c i e t y 

p e o p l e   . . .   would have any other clergyman to marry them while [Dean Farrell] lived’.

T h e   F a r r e l l s ,   w i t h   t h e i r   o w n   a n d   t h e i r   s o n - i n - l a w   C h a r l e s   M a r r y a t ’ s   c o n n e c t i o n s ,   



n o w   m o v e d   i n   c i r c l e s   w h i c h   i n c l u d e d   a   j u d g e ,   p o l i t i c i a n s ,   g o v e r n o r s ,   a n d   m e n   o f   

h i g h   c o m m e r c e .   O n e   a d m i r e r ,   a   f r i e n d   o f   t h e   H o w a r d   c h i l d r e n   s i n c e   g o v e r n e s s   d a y s ,   

a n d   a   m e m b e r   o f   s o c i e t y   h e r s e l f ,   d e s c r i b e d   h o s t e s s   G r a c e   a s   ‘ t a l l ,   h a n d s o m e ,   a n d   

e x c e e d i n g l y   c l e v e r ’ ,   a s   n e v e r   w a n t i n g   i n   s o c i a l   p o i s e ,   k n o w i n g   a l w a y s   ‘ h o w   t o   d o   a   

g r a c i o u s   a c t ’ .   T h i s   k n o w l e d g e ,   h e r   f r i e n d   a d d e d ,   c a m e   ‘ f r o m   b r e e d i n g ’ ,   w h i c h   l e n d s 

s o m e   c r e d e n c e   t o   G r a c e ’ s   r e p u t e d   d e s c e n t   f r o m   t h e   N e v i l l e   E a r l s   o f   W a r w i c k .   Y e t   

G r a c e ’ s   o f t e n   m o r d a n t   w i t   a n d   m i m i c r y   h a d   n o t   m e l l o w e d   w i t h   t i m e .   M a n y   f o u n d   

t h a t   h e r   ‘ i r r e s i s t i b l e   t e m p t a t i o n ’   t o   ‘ t a k e   t h e   f u n   o u t   o f   a n y o n e ’ s   p e c u l i a r i t i e s   k e p t   

t h e m   i n   f i t s   o f   l a u g h t e r ’ ,   a t   t h e   same time as it understandably made many enemies.

Perhaps mindful of his earlier indiscreet behaviour, as well as the expectations of – and 

o b l i g a t i o n s   t o   –   h i s   p a r i s h i o n e r s ,   F a r r e l l   t e m p e r e d   h i s   i n t e r e s t s   a c c o r d i n g l y .   

A l t h o u g h   p a s s i o n a t e l y   f o n d   o f   h o r s e s ,   h e   d i d   n o t   a t t e n d   r a c e   m e e t i n g s   –   b u t   a l w a y s   

r o d e   i n   t h a t   d i r e c t i o n .   H e   l o v e d   w h i s t   –   b u t   n e v e r   p l a y e d   f o r   m o n e y .   Y e t   t w o   

f e a t u r e s   o f   F a r r e l l ’ s   l i f e   r e m a i n e d   a b o v e   r e p r o a c h .   F i r s t l y ,   a s   G r a c e   M a r r y a t ’ s   

d i a r y   a t t e s t s ,   t h e   H o w a r d   c h i l d r e n   h a d   ‘ t r u l y   f o u n d   a   s e c o n d   f a t h e r ’ .   F u r t h e r   p r o o f   

o f   h i s   c a r i n g   r e s p o n s i b i l i t y   l i e s   i n   t h e   o r n a t e   m e m o r i a l   p l a q u e   i n   T r i n i t y ,   e r e c t e d   

b y   F a r r e l l ,   i n   m e m o r y   o f   t h e   ‘ e s t e e m   a n d   a f f e c t i o n ’   h e   h a d   f o r   h i s   o t h e r   t w o   s t e p - 

d a u g h t e r s ,   B e l   a n d   M u t t i e .   S e c o n d l y ,   i n   h i s   p r e a c h i n g   o f   t h e   g o s p e l ,   h e   r e m a i n e d   

a s   s t a u n c h   a n   e v a n g e l i c a l   a s   h i s   p r e d e c e s s o r   –   ‘ n o   e l o q u e n c e ,   n o   o r a t o r y ,   b u t   a   

s o l e m n ,   s i m p l e   m a n n e r   i n   t h e   p u l p i t ,   that carried conviction to all’.

W i t h i n   a   f e w   y e a r s   t h e   F a r r e l l s   f a c e d   d e c l i n i n g   h e a l t h .   T h e   D e a n   h a d   b e c o m e   

p r o g r e s s i v e l y   m o r e   i l l ,   v e r y   p o s s i b l y   f r o m   s w a l l o w i n g   a n   e m b r o c a t i o n   c o n t a i n i n g   

l e a d   a n d   p o t a s s i u m   i n   m i s t a k e   f o r   h i s   u s u a l   m e d i c i n e .   E a r l y   i n   1 8 6 8   h e   p a i d   

y o u n g   C h a r l e s   M a r r y a t ’ s   f e e s   f o r   S t   P e t e r s   C o l l e g e   a n d   g a v e   h i m   a   B i b l e .   

G r a c e ’ s   g i f t   t o   C h a r l i e   w a s   h i s   c a p   a n d   g o w n .   B y   A u g u s t   F a r r e l l   w a s   s o   i l l   h e   

h a d   n o t   b e e n   a b l e   t o   p r e a c h   f o r   t h r e e   m o n t h s .   I n   N o v e m b e r   h e   j o u r n e y e d   t o   

E n g l a n d ,   s e e k i n g   t h e   c u r r e n t l y   p o p u l a r   w a t e r   c u r e ,   b u t   d i e d   o n   2 6   A p r i l   1 8 6 9 .   A s   

t h e   O b s e r v e r   r e p o r t e d ,   ‘ T h e   v e t e r a n   e v a n g e l i s t   s l e e p s   f a r   f r o m   t h e   s c e n e   o f   h i s   

l a b o u r s ’ .   N o w   t w i c e   w i d o w e d ,   G r a c e ,   ‘ c o m p l e t e l y   p r o s t r a t e d   w i t h   g r i e f   . . .   would

not put on her weeds for some time.’



F r o m   a   v a r i e t y   o f   j u d i c i o u s   i n v e s t m e n t s ,   F a r r e l l   d i e d   a   v e r y   r i c h   m a n .   H e   l e f t   h i s   

w e a l t h   n o t   t o   T r i n i t y ,   n o t   e v e n   t o   h i s   w i f e ,   s a v e   f o r   a   £ 2 0 0   a n n u i t y ,   b u t   t o   S t   

P e t e r ’ s   C o l l e g e ,   t h e   s c h o o l   f o r   ‘ y o u n g   C h r i s t i a n   g e n t l e m e n ’   w i t h   w h i c h   h e   h a d   

h a d   a   l o n g   a s s o c i a t i o n   a n d   i n v o l v e m e n t .   E m b a r r a s s e d   a t   s u c h   m u n i f i c e n c e ,   t h e   

C o l l e g e   C o u n c i l   r e s o l v e d   t o   a p p o i n t   Grace as Lady Visitor, with a salary of £200 per 

year.

A s   w e l l   a s   c o p i n g   w i t h   b e r e a v e m e n t ,   G r a c e   w a s   a i l i n g   f r o m   t h e   e f f e c t s   o f   o f t e n   

v o m i t i n g   b l o o d ,   p e r s i s t e n t   b r o n c h i t i s   a n d   a   s e r i o u s   f a l l .   G r a c e   M a r r y a t   w a s   w i t h   

h e r   w h e n   s h e   d i e d   f r o m   ‘ a   d i s e a s e   o f   t h e   h e a r t ’   o n   1 8   J u l y   1 8 7 0   a t   C h r i s t   C h u r c h 

p a r s o n a g e ,   s p a r e d   t h e   k n o w l e d g e   t h a t   H e n n i   w a s   t o   d i e   i n   I r e l a n d   s i x   y e a r s   l a t e r ,   

l e a v i n g   e i g h t   c h i l d r e n ,   t h e   o l d est of whom was twelve, and a husband committed to a 

lunatic asylum in 1883.

G r a c e   h a d   s u r v i v e d   h e r   t w o   h u s b a n d s ,   t h r e e   o f   h e r   f i v e   c h i l d r e n   a n d   t w o   

g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,   b o t h   o f   w h o m   w e r e   a l s o   n a m e d   G r a c e .   S h e   i s   b u r i e d   i n   W e s t   

T e r r a c e   C e m e t e r y   w i t h   h e r   f i r s t   h u s b a n d ,   h e r   c h i l d r e n   B e l   a n d   M u t t i e ,   a n d   t w o   

g r a n d c h i l d r e n .   O n   t h e   s i m p l e   h e a d s t o n e   a r e   r o u g h l y   e t c h e d   t h e   l e t t e r s   ‘ G M M ’   

a n d   ‘ H H S ’   –   t h o s e   o f   h e r   t w o   d a u g h t e r s ,   Grace Montgomery Marryat and Henrietta

Hindmarsh Saunders, buried elsewhere.

B e c a u s e   G r a c e   c a n n o t   s p e a k   f o r   h e r s e l f ,   w e   c a n   d r a w   o n l y   i n c o n c l u s i v e   

a s s u m p t i o n s   a b o u t   h e r .   S o m e   d i s l i k e d   h e r   f o r   w h a t   t h e y   s a w   a s   v a n i t y ,   s o c i a l   

c l i m b i n g ,   i m p e r i o u s   m a n n e r   a n d   h u r t f u l   t o n g u e .   O t h e r s   s a w   a   d i f f e r e n t   s i d e .   T h e y   

e n j o y e d   h e r   w i t   a n d   s o c i a b i l i t y ,   s a w   h e r   v u l n e r a b l e   i n   l o n e l i n e s s   a n d   g r i e f ,   a n d   

r e s i l i e n t   t o   p r i v a t e   c r i t i c i s m   a n d   p u b l i c   s c a n d a l .   W i t h i n   h e r   m a r r i a g e s   a n d   c h u r c h   

f e l l o w s h i p   s h e   k n e w   f i r s t - h a n d   t h a t   f o r g i v e n e s s   a n d   s a l v a t i o n   c o m e   t h r o u g h   g r a c e   

a l o n e .   I f   s h e   s p o k e   t o   h e r s e l f   a s   f o r t h r i g h t l y   a s   s h e   d i d   to others, Grace would surely 

have known she stood in need of grace as much as any.

S h e   h a s   t w o   m e m o r i a l s .   A t   S t   P e t e r ’ s   C a t h e d r a l   a   s t a i n e d   g l a s s   t r i p t y c h ,   w h i c h   

f o r m s   t h e   R e s u r r e c t i o n   w i n d o w   d e p i c t i n g   t h e   w o m e n   a t   J e s u s ’   t o m b ,   w a s   

d e d i c a t e d   t o   t h e   f i r s t   D e a n   o f   A d e l a i d e ,   J a m e s   F a r r e l l   a n d   h i s   w i f e .   I t   w a s   

m o v e d   t o   T r i n i t y   i n   1 9 1 2   w h e n   t h e   c a t h e d r a l   w a s   e x t e n d e d .   A l s o   n o w   i n   T r i n i t y 



a   m e m o r i a l   t a b l e t   t o   G r a c e   i s   f l a n k e d   b y   s i m i l a r   t a b l e t s   c o m m e m o r a t i n g   h e r   

h u s b a n d s .   B o t h   o f   t h e s e   m e m o r i a l s   a r e   i n   t h e   c h a n c e l .   T h e   w o r d s   o n   G r a c e ’ s   

t a b l e t   e n c o u r a g e   T r i n i t y   m e m b e r s   t o   r e m e m b e r   t h e   g o o d   t h a t   C h a r l e s   H o w a r d ,   

J a m e s   F a r r e l l   a n d   s h e   d i d ,   and to hold all in affection.

O n e   m i g h t   a d d   t h a t   t h e   w o r d s   s p e a k   a l s o   o f   m a n y   o t h e r   e a r l y   1 9 t h   c e n t u r y   f o u n d i n g 

T r i n i t y   w o m e n ,   a b o u t   w h o m   w e   k n o w   e v e n   l e s s   than we do about Grace Montgomery 

Howard/Farrell.




